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BOMBING IN JAFFNA

| 4 Vi he Inderend p—

"The Army says that the "air offensive’ should continue ayaing the terrorists for some time
before amgjor ground offensive culd be launched in the North. The Air Forceis sowly but stealily
taking out LTTE targets one by one, they said. Since the beginning of January the Air Force had
bombed terrorist held buildings and other fadlities in many areas includng Kilinochci,

Vadamaradhchi and Mullaitivu.” (The Idand, 28th January 1991).

On the e/enmg of 221d January, MrsSvagnanqoathy Satchldanandan bade goadbye to her daughter
Kaushdiya, Assdant Ledurer in Statidtics at the Universty of Jaffna Becuse of trangport difficulties,
Kaushaliya could not trave to work daily from her home in Vaddukoddai.Late morning the following day, a
messenger from the LTTE came to the university and fetched her home. She found her mother's body in a badly
mangled state. Few minutes later, the body was taken away.

Abaut 9.30 am. that morning Sivagnanapathy (late 40s) was washing at the wdl. On hearing bombers,
she went under atree She was kill ed ingtantly by one of 4 bombs which fell in the ares, fdli ng the treeas well.
Two ahers werekill ed by the bombs which fdl near Sangaraththai junction. One was Thirunavukkarasuy, retired
from the Meteorology department, who had sent away his daughter, atypist aswas hiswont. The other kill ed was
Mr.Kulanthaivelu, father of Subenthiran, Sciencestudent at the University of Jaffna

Thisincident todk placeon the fourth successve day of intensve bombing in the Jaff na peninsula. Four
houses were badly damaged. None of them was the apparent target - a former LTTE establishment. This
establi shment was prominent at one time, and vehicles used to be parked there. Severd attempts had been made
to bamb this place While the bambs fdl south of Sangaraththai thistime, the last time, in Decenber, the bombs
fdl a Mavady, north of the junction felling a coconut treeand damaging a kattil (hut). The differencein the
current bambing is that, earlier the bambers used to cirdle the area axd usudly some pains were taken over
acauracy - for which there were technical limit ations. Now the planes come and dve without warning, and drop
their cargo. Not only is acauracy further viti ated, but civili ans have much lesstime to take shdter. This change of
practice ould be for one or more of 3 reasons : Fue conservation, Not to give people time to find cover and,
Reduce risk from ground fire. The pil ots are understandably nervous after a Sia Machetti bomber plunged into
the Jaffnalagoon in September.

The Si Lankan government is finding solace in the Gulf war and is following a parald military
srategy. Other aspeds too come out prominently. Jaffna, though alegedly a part of Sri Lanka is further from
Colombo than Bagdad is from New York. New Yorkers se something of the results of aerial bambing in
Baghad. While those in Colombo see nothing of what happens in Jaffna, their papers and television are full of
Bagdad. Whil e scud missles were aimed at population centresin Israd, because the Sate todk action to proted its
people, despite the physical damage, only 4 werekill ed in Israd during the first two weeks of the war. During the
same period the Sri Lankan government has killed many more of its own people while aiming at “terrorist
targets.

On 28th January, at the height of bombing activity President Premadasa told a conference of GA's that,
only justice and fairplay can prevent, another youth exploson. Jaffna evidently, was in his mind a different
World. Or, wasit?




PREFACE AND A GENERAL APPEAL

The aids in Sri Lanka which now faces the Tamils, and utimately al the
people of this country with an uncatain future is one that appeas to defy definition.
The Tamils have largely lost their spiritual and intelledua beaings and their physicd
exisence hangs in the balance The manrer in which the Mudims are being upooted,
robbed and driven out en masse from the North, and the dtitudes towards them that
are being promoted, puts the dominant Tamil ideology in very disreputable cmompany.
In losing any sengtivity to what it means to be aminority, they have forgotten their
own hsory. The Mudims who were making stealy gains as a wmmnunity have
auffered setbadks as the result of the brutd intolerance of the Tigers and the
manoeuvrings of the government. They are now being inducted into a ailture of
violence while sober and refledive Mudim voices are being pushed asde. Apart from
the Sinhalese peasants being killed in border aress, the devadtating potentid for the
Sinhelese mntained in the genera degeneration of the politicd culture is e in the
continuing phenomenon of burning corpsesin the South.

It isevident that those who wish for peaceon thisidand are & alossto identify
the problem, leave done find asolution. A recent pressrelease by the Canadian Foreign
Seaetary Joe Clark illugtrates the point. In a "balanced' statement expressng concern
over human rights violations in this country, Mr.Clark cdled on both sides to go for
negotiations as the most appropriate means of resolving the dispute and ensuring the
safety of civilians in the North and East. Smilar sentiments had been refleded in a
recet statement by the British Prime Minister and in a cdl made by the Indian High
Commissoner.

On the other hand when spe&ing privately, there is general agreement that
everyone feds a sense of loss Most people fed inginctively that a negotiated
stlement is a very remote prosped. Since the outbre&k of war, the naturd, if
unspoken, thrust of the government's military and administrative macdinery has been to
spead up the obliteration of historic Tamil associations and presence in the Eastern
province Its cdlousnesshas brought degh to over 6000Tamil civilians - not in combeat
but in massaaes and bombings.

The Tigers on the other hand, by their brutal massaaes of hundreds of
policemen taken prisoner, and of 700 or so Mudim civilians helped the process of
dehumanisation by destroying the posshility of human communication and
understanding.

Events over the last four months have left us with two main obstades to a
negotiated settlement. One is the government's attempt to deny Tamil clams in the
East by bringing about a fait acompli through deamation and dsplacement of the
Tamil popuation. Although influential sedions of the government and the presshave
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supported such moves, the result will never be accetable to Tamil opinion or help to
build confidence anong them.

The other is the darader of the LTTE, the natura articulation of which rot
just helped to predpitate the war, but cdculatedly left the Tamils at the mercy of
enraged Sri Lankan forces whose nature was well known, without the will or the
cgpadty to proted them. More importantly negotiations would mean tak of
condtitutiona arrangements, eledions, settled conditions and some aring of dissenting
opinion. Such would mean questioning the legacy of the Tigers - a legacy marked by
the tragic demise of hundreds and thousands of young with a feding and dedicaion
towards the well being of Tamils, TNA conscripts, ordinary civilians and intellecuals.
Any hint of openness would make the Tigers immediately nervous, and not without
reason. Between the months of January and June this yea, there was a predpitous
dedine in the purdly emotiona feding that is cdled support for the Tigers. Like in
October 1987, this consderation must have weighed heavily in the outbres of
hodtili ties. [Seeour reports4 & 5 and spedal report 3].

We have to examine the peadliar phenomenon referred to and how the
government's attitudes have given it strength, durability and acording to LTTE
sympathisers who leave the mncerns of the people out of their emotions, anecessty. It

We spoke of fedings that appea reasonable d& a subjedive human leve,
becaise in the present state of politicd culture, many ordinary Sinhelese, soldiers and
officers fed that the government was very reasonable with the LTTE and that gestures
of trus and redtraint were rudely and obscenely spurned. The government had
provided the Tigers during the 14 months of the LTTE-Premadasa honeymoon with
military, materiad and dplomeatic help to replacethe Indian army and its dlies as the
dominant power in the North-East. The Sri Lankan army had aso dbserved
unaacustomed restraint during severd provocations by the Tigersin the months leading
up to June. The other Sde was not talked about. It is hard to maintain that in helping
the Tigers the government was helping the Tamils. During the honeymoon the
government had adually connived with the Tigers, diredly and indiredly, in the killi ng
of hundreds of Tamils includng TNA conscripts, individuals and refugees with
dissdent associations. Further, the North-East was brought under a regime with an
apparatus of represson that was unprecalented. Not knowing this sde, but only the
government's much publicised generosity to the Tigers which it identified with the
Tamils, anger againgt Tamils came naturaly with the massaae of policemen. To those
who saw things this way, the punishment of Tamils through bombing and atrocities
seamed judtified.



We spoke of this phenomenon as a wmmon malaise because of its sif
reinforcing charader and its ability to look larger than life in the generd drift of
subcontinental politics. Whether, it is the grievances of the Tamils in Sri Lanka or of
the Sikhs, Kahmiri's or Assamese in India, governments have ladked the cgadty to
take a principled and rational outlook, and insteal tend to read¢ with represson
combined with alad of clarity. The ensuing processof aienation gives credibility and
strength to extremist violence and totditarian forms of organisation.

In Sri Lanka the results obtained by the LTTE and VP have @mnvinced many
people exasperated with the government, to believe that only their methods work.
Tamil leaders and parliamentarians had talked about discrimination and federalism and
had protested peacéully for decales only to ean contempt, ridicule and organised
violence Peasant organisations and trade unions in the South who protested againgt the
impoverishment and the dedine in the quality of life resulting from eanomic policies of
the government, heaiily linked to the dictates of Western capitd and gving
multinationals dired control over large trads of agricultura land, met with the violence
of goon sguads and large scde dismissals. The government appeaed immovable. This
was in 1980 Lessthan a decale later, the government desperately invited the VP for
negotiations after it demonstrated its cgpadty to Kill, parayse the nation and strike
terror into the very corridors of power. The LTTE d&fter it responded to a similar
invitation was feted in the manner of visiting royalty, in sharp contrast to the djed fate
meted out by the government to its Sinhelese and Tamil detradors of a milder sort.
The government's capitulation to what it had ealier termed criminal groups was even
hailed as fine statesmanship by tired intelleduals, only too ready to glossover the ladk
of it in the past. The end result was to pour scorn over the values of moderation,
reason and decency, which were now consigned to homilies over state televison.

The High Cost of Anarchy:

In hebitualy abandoning interests of the people for trandent tadicd politicd
advantage, a heavy price has been pad in terms of the dignity of the nation and
consequently of the people.

The ountry is paying heavily for what lies behind those sentiments coming
with less sibtlety from senior ministers and not repudated by the President or other
cabinet colleggues. The Amnesty International has been cdled a terrorist organisation
and there is little sengtivity to the processof the law which determines the dharader of
the date.



The Independent Surrender Commisson was st up by the Presdent to
fadli tate the surrender of those having red or suspeded JVP links without the fea of
meding the scandalous fate of many other youths. This worked well for atime and the
commisson's work was wound up by the President in Augwst. It has subsequently
becme well known that a significant number of those who had surrendered had been
killed after they were released - something that may not have happened to them if the
commisson hed not existed at al. Answering questions in parliament, the Minister of
Defence has maintained that these persons were killed not by the forces, but by
villagers angry with the JVP.

In ealy November “the Idand' reported the gopeaance of about 30 healless
bodies in Thirukkovil and Akkaraipattu - awell known fad in that locdity. A Defence
Ministry statement published in the Sunday Observer of 4th November described the
clam as mischievous, following an “inquiry'. Leading citizens of the aeawere quoted
as having denied the gopeaance of the bodies. The plight of these dtizens who try to
keep life going in an isolated areafull of refugees, in an atmosphere of terror, is not
hard to imagine.

These ae two among a host of instances $owing that the workings of civil
society have ceaed to exist in alarge cdegory of indances. A generation is growing
up without knowing that there used to be such things suich as post mortems,
magigtrate'sinquiries and acountabili ty before the law.

In this resped the government has utterly degraded itself. As aliberation group
the Tigers have not shown themselves in any way superior to the government. The
Tigers too have the last word by smply denying everything. They deny the Killi ngs of
Mudims and the regdar dls@ppearances and ill-treament of so cdled tratorsthat mark
thelr rule. Huma S bx s

But the state is itsalf a product as well as a promoter of our value system, and
al ssalar and religious ingtitutions must share the responsibili ty for this hopeless sate
of affairs. The parliamentary oppostion too shows no signs of trying to understand the
seriousness of the whole issie. The cause of human rights in this country has been
made wedker by the Opposition using it as a means to embarrassthe government rather
than addressthe issle in depth. Even from some of the more intelli gent and articulate
Opposgtion MP's, their contribution to the debate on the Tamil crisis dops mainly at

oppostlon the North-East merger. ]jje_matusme_of_tmng_to_teiote_amnseﬂ

for seeking a solution outside parllament effedively devaluing the latter as the
ingtitution presiding over the nation's destiny. It is high time that in the interests of
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democracy the Opposition showed a greater sense of responsibility.

The thinking of the Sinhalese intelligentsia as reflected in the media has shown
a genera sense of complacency in the face of a very dangerous stuation facing the
country. Many are advocating going back to square one as if the Indian intervention
did not happen. The growing disenchantment in the South itsdlf is lost sight of.
Economic conditions continue to worsen. It is a serious reflection on the sate of the
Sinhalese people if thousands of youth join the army, not through patriotism but
through hopelessness and fataism. What sort of a country is it where youth have to
think along the lines that it is better to join the army and be pensioned off with loss of
life or limb, than to be physically wholesome and unemployed?

What if after all this represson and frudtration, there is a mass swing of Tamil
opinion towards a lobby calling for an annexation of the North-East to the Indian
federation? To be ignorant or complacent of the many dangerous directions in which
the situation could drift isamark of decadence.

The destructive course of Tamil politics cannot be defeated militarily. A change
can come about only by creating space for a new independent Tamil politics that has
digested the lessons of the past, to emerge. Though temporarily eclipsed in the North,
plurdism in the South is not entirdly dead. The government may yet find it in its
interests to adopt tacticaly a radically new approach to the Tamil problem, because of
repeated tragedies as well as the sheer dictates of its survival, and to sustain its present
economic policies.

This is best done not by discussing issues such as Federalism and the North-
East merger at the outset, but by taking responshility for restoring confidence amongst
Tamils. This dso means taking responsibility for al the young Tamils, boys and girls,
who are faced with a stark choice between a well founded fear of the Sri Lankan army
and the Tigers who will use them as tools in their power game. An impartia inquiry
into al civilian deaths during this war, particularly into the role of the state forces, isan
absolutely necessary part of such confidence building. Without such, accompanied by
preventive measures, the dominant Tamil politics will reinforce its claims, steadily
destroying the community. The state will go on killing with no tangible restraint,
confused about its objectives and denying the ugly things that everyone else knows
about, until the nation itself drownsin blood.

Responsihility also means trying to understand why the Tamils were dienated,
why they were mortally afraid of state aided Sinhalese colonisation and how the sate
meachinery slently and decisively worked to their detriment. It is no good dodging the
issue by saying that the law operates equdly, when in fact the power to act and to
decide is in the hands of Sinhalese steeped in chauvinist sentiment. The Tamil militant
phenomenon was itself a chauvinigtic reaction to this powerlessness. Without trying to
understand and do away with the cause, there is no solution.



CHAPTER -1

The Role of International Organisations and Expatriates:

Some Practical Issues

1.1 Rationale for an International Initiative:

In recant times ©me doubts as well as vital questions have been raised about
the pradicd viability of human rights. When, within the last two yeas, persons with
strong libera convictions fell within the atentions of the JVP'sterror, they were pushed
into thinking that the state's counter terror was at least a trandent necessty. The
LTTE's erratic behaviour came d a time when the state's forces had tasted blood and
the liberal establishment was tired and wrapped in doubt. On top of this, human rights
organisations have been cadtigated as vill ains and even terrorigts by officid circles, ina
show of bravado.

Those of us beieving in human rights hold, on the bass of historicd
experience that its values are fundamental and cannot be overridden by tadicd
congderations without destroying everything we hold dea. When South Asan
governments, for instance, cast rhetoricd aspersons on human rights organisations, is
it Smply satisfadory to dismissthis as areadion of someone allpable? To be dfedive,
we neel to go degoer into this phenomenon and understand the state of mind of those
voicing such unjust  sentiments. We dso need to understand the socio-historic aontext
in which al rationdity is thrown to the winds and state powers induige in frenzied
calousness

Many studies have found a strong link between the rise of the Sinhdlese
chauvinist ideology in retiond politics and Sri Lankas week, dependent economy
imposing congraints on a ruling class limited in its outlook. The growth of Tamil
narrow nationaism in the North and the rise of the JVP in the South, both of which
becare interlocked with the state in a spira of terror and counter-terror, are instances
of the growing authoritarianism of the system forcing everyone with a grievance into
desperate adions. It is important to understand the wegness and inseaurity of the
ruling class which found in populist chauvinism against minorities, a refuge from its
incgpadty to med the agpirations of the masses who were now better educaed. When
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the limits were readed in atempts to satisfy the mgority, the next step was naked
represson. In contradt, the stronger ecnomies of the West with an unfair accessto
resources from the third world, have the aility to pay their way through discontent at
home by adopting welfare measures. In consequence their domestic threshold of
intolerance is much higher, and the rulers though uncomfortable, have leant to live
with a fairly open discusson of issues relying largely on consent and not coercion
aone. But the inseaurity, intolerance and even chauvinism of ther politicd culture
shows through particularly in the aena of internationd relations - such as in the
deplorable support for represson in Latin America and the double standards evident in
the dangerous mishandling of the Gulf crigs. It isin o way evident that the rulers of
the so cdled developed countries are in general moraly superior to the rulers of Sri
Lanka asis often maintained.

It isthusfair to say from experience, that in hendling ethnic conflicts and issues
of peace one should not exped too much from other governments. The thrust should
rather bein creding popuar movementsthat promote cetain rational courses of adion
while raising questions about present diredions. An important asped of it isto remove
fea and paranoia from forces which by ther own choice ad inadequades have
becme imprisoned in the game of might is right - the rule governing relaions in an
unjust world order. In such an order, these week forces congtantly find themselves
outmanoeuvred and humiliated. The remova of fea and paranoia is important to
persuade these forces that there isroom for bold new initiatives distinct from represson
and murder.

Take for insgance "Perestroika that brought about a remarkable thaw in the
climate of Europe overnight. Such ideas could not have bemme pradicd propostions
if the leaders of Eastern Europe, presding over we&k eanomies and repressve
regimes, had been overwheimed by feas of Western conquest or dominance There
were legitimate grounds for such feas. Apart from historicd feas, there was the hard
fad that the eonomicdly powerful nations of the West were involved in a “mora’
crusade ayainst communist nations of the East, accompanied by an arms racewhere the
expenses and stakes were being pushed up perhaps in a genuine belief that the Soviet
Union threaened their seaurity. Seen from the Eagt, things would have looked very
different. Apart from leaders, even many ordinary people living in the Eadt's
traditionally week eanomies would have been frightened by the adions and rhetoric of
Western leaders. In their bid to keep abreast in the ams race the leaders of Eastern
Europe auld only find the resources by risking dscontent and hencefinding a need to
keep alive the gparatus of represgon, which was itsdlf creding its own problems. If
the governments of the East and West were the only adors on the scene, the Stuation
would have indeed been without hope, eventually leading to tragedy.

It is here that issue based popuar movements like the Council for Nuclea
Disarmament (CND), Green Peacetogether with Environmentaist, Women's and
Church groups played their historic role that is insufficiently recognised. These
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movements found their edoes in Eastern Europe, forcing governments aaoss
ideologicd divisons to talk about issiesin a avili sed manner. Europe's elder statesmen
such as Willy Brandt and Olaf Palme lent their support to these movements and even
raised issies such as the disastrous consequences that would flow from eanomic
injustice towards the developing (third world) nations. Through persona contad they
also humanised relations with the East, thus grealy diminishing fea and paranoia.

We fed that internationdly based NGO's and human rights organisations could
play asmilar roleinthe aissfadng Sri Lanka

1.2  Human Rights Organisations and Sri Lanka:

In a aigs such as ours, the state should be held principally responsible for the
date of affairs and its adions, and the pusill animity and moral failings of the leaders
must be exposed and questioned. In the cae of so cdled liberation movements like the
VP, the LTTE and others which have shown very clea signs of degeneration, do we
neal to wait for them to becme sate powers themsdlves before we aiticise their
atrocious conduct? We know from experience that not to do o is disastrous. Again
these ingtitutions dould be senstive to the fad that they are dso relying on other
nations whose governments and agencies have used them to the detriment of the

people here.

In the ontext of the arrent war, what we idedly need for peaceis a popular
movement among the Sinhalese that will assume responsibility for the legacy of radd
violence aaing Tamils and re-examine the whole question afresh. This is agan
virtually inseparable from the growth of a movement among Tamils that would
repudate the legagy of terror and alow the Sinhelese to fed that they have nothing to
fea, such asthe divison of this country, from ajust tregment of Tamils. But we know
from the aurrent drift of things that this cannot happen. It is here that international
organisations can play auseful and necessary role.

Currently, the gdtuation is largely governed by subjedive impressons and
fedings. Although the Sri Lankan state seems very powerful in the locd context, in the
international arena its weakness dependence and powerlessiessare driven home again
and again, causing inseaurity and fea within its ruling class Let us try to understand
how this classand perhaps many Sinhalese would seetheir position.

they fall to seethat their weaknessand humiliation in the international arenaiis
largely of their own making. In the @urse of events which led to the shaping of Human
Rights consciousness world opinion was very sendtive to the duse of minorities. The
dark events of July 1983 captured in film, left a deg impresson on international
consciousness It is hard to find another occasion where the leaders of a state so openly
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and wnashamedly threadened a minority. Againgt this impresson, the duses and
degeneration of the Tamil militancy made little impad. These ae frequently seen asthe
response of a victim. Rather than seang its way towards restoring Tamil confidence,
the state has been spured into more aratic adions that have further eroded its
credibility and increased its feding of isolation.

Moreover, their powerlessiessin the international arena tends to make them
angry and irrational. Indiawas training Sri Lankan army officers and Indian firms were
tendering to supdy equipment to the Sri Lankan army for some time dter it started
training Tamil militant groups. After Presdent Reagan's envoy Vernon Walters had
arranged Isradi military help for the Sri Lankan forces, the same Isradi Mossad had
aso trained the LTTE acording to recet revelations. Were Western governments
entirely ignorant about this? For powerful governments, having their agents play
double games with small third world states that have serioudy mismanaged their own
afairs, is al in a day's work. On top of this feding of helplessiesscome the durches
and human rights organisations. For angry Defence Ministers who cannot hit bad at
Reagan, Thatcher and Gandhi, the Amnesty International and Church organisations
bemme natura targets, besdes their own civili ans.

Many international human rights organisations have decales of experience in
deding intimately with liberation strugdes. By now they must have the cgoadty to pick
out those tendencies in rebe groups which lea to rottennessand degeneration. If one
examines the dissdent phenomenon and the reasons for it, the sgns of degeneration
were evident in the VP as ealy as 1971and in the Tamil militancy by the ealy 80s.
While exposing state powers for their abuses, it is dso important that human rights
organisations come out openly with what they see & sgns of degeneracy in rebe
groups. This will help to placesome cngraints on the latter while removing some of
the paranoia from we& state powers. In turn, it will help the processof encouraging
the state towards trying new and humane initiatives, and more importantly allow some
hope for new peoples movements and alternative ideas to come out.

canaul;domb;eﬂMI;L Polltlcs whether from the oppressve state other natlonal sates
influencing events here, or the oppressed themselves has been governed by subjedivity,
with little wncern for long term consequences. What we have had in this country is
anti, and not pro-peoplée's politics. We have not had a politics that is pro-people, but the
opposite of it. Tamil politics which began as anti-state quickly degenerated towards
anti-people. No aher strugde produced so many “traitors’' - that its trators by
definition.

In today's world international opinion does matter. We wish it had been more
criticd of what the Tamils were doing to themselves. We have been ruined by an
excessve indugence in sdif pity to the exclusion of responghility. We need to ask,
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what in the name of liberation have we been fighting for? Why did we agjuiesce in
sending the flower of our innocent youth on the path of suicide? We have not been
fighting for the right to live in dignity, to develop oursalves as a free humane society
and to contribute our credive potentia for the betterment of the community and the
world at large. But rather, at crucia junctures of our history, we gpeaed to be aking
the world'sinduigencefor aright to lie, to wallow in afilthy fanaticd chauvinism, and a
right to kill and maim our opponents at will. This appeas to have been the cae when
over 80 dssdents and 200Sinhalese avilians were killed duing the weeks lealing to
the war of 10th October 1987 and in the events leading to the aurrent war. It is time
for organisations concerned with human rights to redefine their role in a broader
context that will account for the total redity.

Apart from defensve mndderations, there ae dso areas in which international
organisations can go on the offensve, aiding those tendencies and movements that
work credively to build something on the ground to defend the interests of the people.
Organisations which have the good of the people & their centra concern should be
able to identify and evaluate such activity.

1.3  An Appeal to the Expatriates:

In the midst of war and tragedy, when people ae over-whemed by
hopelessessand fed powerlessto do anything for themselves, our reports are caisng
uneasiness amongst many quarters abroad. We aldress this ®dion mainly to the
expatriaste community with a view to raisng some important questions concerning our

survwal and our future mme;her_tthlLke_lLoLnoL_theLuMShes_pencmnonﬂJd

who make Judgaments and mfluencethe @urse of events have agrave duty to seek out
fads, think serioudy and understand what it meansto the ommunity and where we ae
healing. There ae many who supported the caise, diredly or indiredly helped to
destroy lives, then came out of it saying that they had made amistake, and devote
themsalves to pursuing lives and carees in the West. To them the whole experience
was as water off a duck's badk. Many more ae likely to follow this irresponsible
course. But to the community at home, the damage done isirreversible.

On the other hand if they take responsibility for what has happened, disociate
themselves from present trends, enlighten others and move towards creding a new
history, they can make a pogtive @ntribution. This would aso crege space for
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hedthier developments at home and influence benignly the ailture of the world as a
whole.

We nedl to first look at the strugde in the @ntext of Sri Lanka's history and
explode some myths that are prevaent in the Tamil midde dass- particularly abroad.
we nedl to seethe historicd conredions and pose the question whether we ever had a
liberating politics.

We will not go into meatters that have been written about at length elsewhere.
But we merdly highlight some developments and pose some questions. When the
majority Sinhllese cmmunity succumbed to the politics of narrow nationalism, the
process of nation kuilding was destroyed from within. Politicians from the minorities
too responded with variations of the same ideology. They became prisoners of it for
their politicd surviva. There were smdl groups of Tamils trying to promote
dternative, credive responses to Sinhelese dhauvinism. They failed, partly on aceount
of their own limitations, and largely becaise of the potency of narrow nationalism.
When questions were raised about the honesty of politicians, their hypocrisy and the
world of a difference between rhetoric and redity, there were in response, the usua
clichés concerning motherland, purity and traitor. At best people were told to ignore
gppeaances and not to embarrass the politicians who were trying to adieve
something. The militant strugde was super-imposed on this politics without exposing
the totdlitarian and futile nature of narrow nationalism. Some of the militants who tried
dternative gproaches, came up againg the same kind of rhetoric and often hed a fate
more tragic than that of their non-militant predecesors.

In the adions and rhetoric of the dominant politics of today, we seethe dea
stamp of the narrow nationalist legacy of the TULF, dthough the difference between
rhetoric and redity is far more glaring. How successully has this politics grengthened
community feding among the Tamil speing peoples? Instead of seeking to unite
Tamils and Mudims in the East, why did this politics dso have to crede divison and
bitterness in the North where no such exised? Can a liberating politics rely on
fomenting hatred and appeding to sediona interests for mobili sation? Today we ae
witnessng the horror of the logicd progressof our narrow nationalism.

It is not our task here to discussisaues of violence and non-violence but it
auffices to point out that the history of liberation strugdes with a military component,
have produced grea men of thought and adion such as Mao Tse Tung and Hamilcar
Cabrad, to name afew, who have written extensvely on the subjed. Our leaders too
paid lip serviceto them. There ae two things about which they are dea. The strugde
must be dout defending the people, on whom it is centred, and a liberation fighter is
one whose presence inspires confidence and makes the people fed ther human
potentia. To take the seand, in our srugde people have only been made to fed
degraded and worthless In many Stuations here, the presence of a fighter actualy
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ingpires fea and anxiety. The question too dten asked iswhat trick will he play to get
the other sde kill us? In placeof assurance we too dten find women and children
fleeng and screaming without any gudance or people @wering in slent fear afraid to
complain, awaiting the grim fate of the inevitable. What we have seen is the @osion of
any sense of cohesivenessin our society. And in consequence of identifying fighting
with having a gun and the aility to kill, what have we produced? A liberation army or
akiller maciine?

A large number of our expatriates would contend that they went abroad for the
sake of their children. They must know what it means for an eleven yea old child to be
sent about with a gun without the parents having any influencein the matter. What then
of a strugde that makes a virtue of this, knowing well that these dildren are only
machines with no understanding of what they are doing, merdly satisfied that a good
med is on the way? The dite ae cetainly privileged when it comes to their children.
Do these dild reauits have the philosophicd maturity to cope with their short and
brutish lives being snuffed out and in particular their limbs blown up? Do people know
the agony and the aursing of the injured? Further, how does the military strategy square
with the concept of liberating the people? Here again myths are built up based on afew
sensationd attadks like in Kokkavil and Mankulam, which have made heallines. Those
in Jaffna and abroad can dwell on these to their satisfadion with no sense of concern or
sengitivity to the plight of the people in the East who suffer the terror of the amy and
the STF. What was the politics behind their suffering? It is easy enough to take a
foreign reporter to parts of the East or even to a suburb of Batticdoa and pretend that
it is a liberated area But what is the redity? Is there the will or the aility to proted a
gngle avilian home in the North or East? There seams to be an awvarenessof redity
only when an army walks into parts of Jaffna with its attendant consequences as has
happened twice recantly, which we eaily forget. We dso forget that there ae Tamils
outside Jaffna. With this forgetfulnessthat acampanies idle triumphalism, how capable
are we of sedang the overal picture? Are not the Tamils and the euntry losing
inexorably all the time? What are the fadorsthat lie behind this military srategy?

There is aso something sensationaly unique @out our strugde. Almost every
liberation strugde has been fought by a number of groups. Very seldom has one group
st out to ban other groups. Where this happened it was adways after the enemy's
capitulation. Is it a sign of exceeading strength or of the need to slencereason in order
to defy redity? Isit not a sign of fatal Sckness a part of the same militant psychology
that forces people in a beseged peninsula to put up festive decorations in the sight of
angry air forcepilots?

The more we dig into redity, the more indefensible the whole thing becmes.
When the Tamil elite ae questioned by foreigners, they would readily run down the
Sinhelese, talk about the inseaurity facel by Eastern Tamils because of state violence
coupled with colonisation, and about the exploitation of hill -country Tamils, throwing
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in dogans like "Dont drink Ceylon Tea- It is Tamil blood." But how has the airrent
politicstried to addressthe very red problems of these people?

During the 14 months of the LTTE-Premadasa honeymoon, did the LTTE put
forward a @gent set of proposas to resolve the mngtitutional issue and the thorny land
question which is a matter of life and deah for Eastern Tamils? There was one hartal
on the atizenship question of a group of hill-country Tamils dortly before the
outbre& of war. This srved to drive home to the government, the LTTE's cgpadty to
parayse the North-East through its gun power. But then, was the issue of hill -country
Tamils addressed with any cogency before or after the hartal? Where were the rights of
the people during the LT TE-Premadasa talks? Were they not mostly about how many
people from which party are to carry guns and where? Was not the most disgracdul
arresting and torturing of ordinary Tamils against whom there was me suspicion of
politicd links one of the few issues on which working agreament was readed?

Isit not time to facethe truth that Eastern Tamils and Hill country Tamils and
sometimes the Mudims, are only being used in a politics that gprings from the Jaffna
man's ego? How else does one explain the military strategy in the East? Why have
darted the war in the East where the Tamils were most endangered? If there was
seriousness about the Eastern Tamils well being, why stir up the contradictions by
kil ng hundreds of policemen taken prisoner, includng Mudims from that are&? If a
mistake had been made culd not the prisoners have been used to bargain for the safety
of Tamil civilians? Or if too late, admit that a mistake was made and take disciplinary
adion againg the offenders as part of the ceae-fire process? Then to tell a ainging
people that this was the find battle, incense abruta army by deseaating bodies of
deal servicamen (Kamunai), explode land mines when troops were gproading
civilian concentrations and run away, leaving the avilians to fight the one sided fina
battle!

Is not this military strategy based on smply using the anger and misery of
Eastern civilians fadng an undisciplined army, just to get reauits? And where aethese
reauits being used? - mainly to fight in Jaffna axd not to liberate their own land! Our
politics had become s0 degenerate that in many parts of the Eag, it did not require
sophigtication on the part of the government to set the Muslims on Tamils and then to
sep in as protedors of both Mudims and Tamils at the same time.

1.4 Is Peace Possible?

Now that talk of ceae-fire axd negotiations is once more in the ar we neel to
go into the important causes of the cnflict. The LTTE had ealier talked to the
government about power for itself and not about the people. As both a bargaining chip
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and in preparation for other eventualities, it launched a paralel military build up and
recruited thousands of children a a time when the larger expectations of ordinary
people were about permanent peace. To break through this mood and attract recruits,
the LTTE had to resort to the language of violence saying that the present arrangement
was only atemporary solution and their goa was Tamil Eelam. This created an internal
dynamic of its own necessitating war. On the other hand different sentiments were
being uttered in Colombo, in English.

Coupled to this, the mgor political parties of the South have never shown
tangible concern for the Tamils, and whenever there was a crisis, they had quickly
agreed upon a military solution. With the politicians abdicating responghility, the army
was sent in without political guidance and without a paralel political process to give
the Tamils confidence. With the army having done its stuff, it ended up demoralised
and looking weak. Even if talks get going now, it is being too optimistic to expect from
Southern politicians the kind of wisdom that will address the Tamil people and not just
the militant groups.

The LTTE now appears to be talking about Federalism and the Canadian
condtitution for international consumption. Its weskness prompt it to look for some
diplomatic gains to justify having started the war. It will skirt the questions of whether
it was worth dl the liveslost and bringing the society to the brink of collapse? Whether
there was not a public mood in the South that was willing to be generous, with the
term Federaism appearing in much high level Southern discourse? Whether the same
thing could not have been achieved by mobilising the people politically?

Again to keep its politics going and to satisfy the expectations it hed fed, the
LTTE will have to say that this new solution is temporary and that its goa is nothing
ghort of Edlam. Although Sinhalese fears in the past were largely imaginary, this time
there would be the redl articulated public fear that whatever they give the LTTE, their
next step would be Eelam. Thuswill both parties be cornered.

Of course the Tamils need a form of Federadism, that would guarantee their
security and unfettered development. But as we have shown, thereis no solution unless
the present mould of our politics is broken. We need a form of politics that will
genuingly respect the Sinhalese and Mudims and not seek to kill and humiliate them.
We need to be responsible by them.

Such a politics can emerge only by placing the people a the centre and
guaranteeing their democratic and human rights. It is only then that the ordinary
common sense of the people would assert itself. There is much that can be done by
Tamil expatriatesto create such a space.
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CHAPTER - 2

The Li berati on Phenonenon

2.1 Liberation or Degradation? - The People's Experience:

Immediately prior to the June war, the Liberation Tigers massacred hundreds
of surrendered Mudim and Sinhalese policemen in the Eastern Province and called
upon people to join hands with them in the final battle. In Kamunai on 11th June, they
killed 10 Sri Lankan soldiers who had come to buy provisions and desecrated their
bodies. Following this digplay of manly courage, after about 4 days, the Tigers made a
precipitate withdrawal. Often, the Tigers in their motorised trangport hooked it aheed
of frightened people they had pledged to protect, who had to follow on foot.

Then came the "brave" soldiers of Sri Lanka, sending thousands of unarmed
Tamils to an involuntary nirvana, displaying an astounding inventiveness when it came
to inflicting pain. The anger of the Mudims, following the murder of over a hundred
Mudim policemen from the East, was directed into the orgy of barbarity. The Tigersin
turn resorted to collective reprisals againgt Mudims to shore up ther credibility
amongst "Tamils', which was now close to non-existent. It was collective reprisals by
the Sri Lankan state againgt Tamils in 1983, that had given the Tamil militant struggle

itsinitial legitimacy.

About 12th July, a convoy of Mudims travelling in vehicles between Kamunai
and Kattankudy was stopped by the Tigers. According to Mudim and Tamil sources,
severa of the Mudims went on their knees and pleaded. Over a hundred were taken
prisoner and a few bodies were dumped at Kurukkalmadam - a village reportedly not
supportive of the Tigers. This was followed by the massacres of Mudims at
Kattnakudy and Eravur on 3rd and 12th August respectively.

Between the government and the Tigers, the destructive anti-people politics of
the East was brought to new tragic heights. The people, the Mudims and Tamils, had
nothing to thank ether sde for. Being burdened with so much sorrow and being unable
to plan for and contemplate those things that are a source of ordinary human happiness,
the people were now being driven to take vicarious satisfaction in the infliction of pain
on brother and neighbour, now artificialy classified as an enemy. Not having anything
to show for their politics except shattered lives and destruction, crusading against
Mudims became the maingtay of the Tigers. In early October, a leading Tiger
persondlity visted Vakarai to sound out local feglings. Many took fright thinking thet
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there were going to be renewed attadks againg Mudims in the East - adthough the
cgpadty of the Tigers in that areahad been wedkened. What eventually did happen by
the end of October was the expropriation and expuson of Mudims from the North.
While many Tamils were puzzed and often angry, the shameful ad receved a measure
of approva in the East. Many were dso disturbed by paralelsin Tamil history - such as
the government taking it out on Tamils in Colombo and elsawhere for the killi ng of 13
soldiers in Jaffna. The treament of Mudims in the North was grangely reminiscent of
the atti-Jewish pogroms of the Tsars and other bankrupt European rulers down to
Hitler.

On the morning of 16th June, Justice Minister A.C.S.Hameed was flying into
Jaffna, for what he yet faintly hoped would be the pladng of the formal sed on a ceae-
fire ayread duing the previous day'stalks. At 6.30 am. the Tigers for some unspedfied
reason hed fired at the Jaffna Fort. The Jaffna hospital which hed gone through severd
bad experiences becaise of firing from the Fort since 1986 was left in a state of
uncertainty. On 19th June the Tigers removed al their cadre from the hospital saying
that another lot of injured was being brought in. At 12.30 am. on the 20th, there was
another round of firing a the Fort. The patients and the hospital staff fled without
further prompting. Later in the morning the hospital authorities dedded to close the
hospital. On the 214, the LTTE's propaganda dief Yogi, puled up the puzzed
doctorsfor closing the hospital.

Then commenced the aeid bombing by the Sri Lankan forces, much of which
had no military purpose. Officialy the bombing was described as a predse operation
direded a identified and verified targets. A genera described it as mething
undertaken at gred risk in populated areas. In pradice any smal arms fire from below,
any gathering of youth or movement of vehicles of the type used by the LTTE, becane
legitimate provocetions for bombing. What was nea these targets, hospitals, dwellings
of civilians, or refugee canps did not matter. Privately, severd officias held that as
long as civilians harboured the LTTE, they ought to take the punishment. The manner
in which the game developed, both sdeswanted civili ans kill ed. One because of cdlous
anger and the other found use for civili ans mainly as propaganda materia in the form of
corpses. (Seeour edlier reports).

Asthe liberators difted camps by taking over civilian houses, one aea dter the
other becane atarget. They fired at passng arcraft from the ground, from vehicles,
from nea refugee canps and once from the proximity of the ICRCbuilding in Temple
Road, Jaffna.

With having to fight a war on the deg with budgtary redrictions, the
predsion achieved in cetain kinds of bombing was of the order of that obtaining with
huge cdapults throwing molten meta onto the enemy, in use during the epic battle
between Dutugemunu and Elara of the 2nd century B.C. Indeal there was much
improvisation from the tadics of that period. Barrels of human excreta were ar-
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dropped on Jaffna. The required predsion was amply served by Chinese built Y12
trangporters. The old petrol filled barrel bombs with rubber casing were replaced by
new varieties. When the military caled for a ban on ureabased fertili ser being sent to
the North-East dleging that the LTTE was usng it to manufadure explosives, there
was an dement of set a thief to cach a thief. Some varieties of barrel bomb dropped
from Y12swere using urea ad sdt. Jaffna farmers and housewives are now in seach
of unexploded barrel bombs.

Civilians from smashed houses metimes goke amiringly of Y12 bomber
pilots. After a good ded of trid and error, they even managed some bulls eyes. In
conformity with IMF restrictions more Y 12s are reportedly in the pipéline.

Both sdes had long ceased to battle for the heats and minds of the people. It
was rather over ther lives. During the battle for the idands in late Augus, the
government announced (an agidly imposed) curfew, and helicopters hovered
menadngly to shoot a anything that moved. On the same morning the LTTE
announced over the loudspesker at Muthiraisanthi that travel passes would be issued
on that day. Passes to get away from the two forces becane such coveted possessons,
that hundreds were bound to queue up, parting with two sovereigns and ignoring the
risks.

There was sldom any seriousness about defending the people. The objed
seamed rather to endanger them. After the amy had landed in Kayts, the LTTE either
denied that the amy had landed or assured the people that the amy would be resisted
and prevented from noving in. Many who tried to get away to the safety of the
mainland were stopped from going. Some of these persons were later killed by the
army. One of them was ot a a dwrch in front of his young child. The scenario was
conggtent with what had happened in the East. The pass ystem together with
extortionate trangport charges to leave Jaff nafitted into the same pattern.

It was a strange sort of strugde in many ways. The liberators sarted the war,
but the onus for the welfare of the people was being paced on the government. When
the liberators could not provide food, dedricity and medicine, the government was
acaised of depriving the people. People sought safety in the enemy territory of
Colombo, &t least as much because of nealless siffering imposed on them by the loca
regime & by the aeia bombing. Having destroyed all independent organisations, the
LTTE showed few sgns of taking responsbility for the welfare of the people. Staving
refugees were pouring into Jaffna. Many of them realily parted with their remaining
capita in the form of jewdlery, literaly for amed. A lady was offered a pair of gold
bangles for Rs.150-. She dedined because she thought it robbery to accept. Then
came the offer, "If the priceis high, take them for Rs50/-!" Some student leaders who
tried to work independently with the refugees left Jaffna in frustration and fea after
being sternly told that they could only work through kig brother. What was being
encouraged in the name of liberation was individual greed, sdfishress lying and
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opportunism. The unwritten philosophy that had grown with this politics was that
maximum social frustration brought maximum reauitment motivated by a suicidal will
to destroy. A liberation which gives meaning to therr life in deah only!

The amy withdrew after briefly occupying Paranthan in July, during which
they had levelled the shops surrounding the market square for their protedion. Then
the LTTE came and destroyed government buildings including the bank, new post
officee MPCS and the water tank, burning valuable files and documents belonging to
the people. The gparent excuse was that the amy should not be left with tbuildings to
ocaupy. Equipment at the Paranthan Chemicd Corporation providing employment to
large numbers was aso destroyed. In the meaitime Jaffna papers reported that many
houses in \ill ages neighbouring Paranthan hed been loated by the amy. But ac®rding
to locd people, the amy had hardly been to those villages and that the loating hed
been done by someone dse while the people had been away during the operation. In
one village, Kumarpuram, all houses had been broken into, except that of a lealing
LTTE supporter. The villagers asked him, "It was the amy who did it, didnt they?".
After the initid shock, the supporter asked threaeningly, "Are you serious or are you
being sarcagtic?'.

Sometimes there gpeaed to be ameasure of co-ordination. In Mannar during
late October, the LTTE looted the Mudims and expeled them. Immediately
afterwards, the amy moved in and looted the Tamils. It was al done peacéully with
no fighting. So proverbia had beame the amy's reputation, that some LTTE persons
on gold colledion campaigns have asked, "Why do you want to keep your gold?If you
dont giveit to us, the Sri Lankan soldierswill take it from you when they come!”

Looking a the whole strugde, one does not see ay am or strategy except
destruction. People in different locdities are handled tadicaly by appeding to dormant
rivalries and animosties. Now in mid-November, the LTTE ismoving in high profile in
Jaffna @ though it is in full control, cdling upon people to join in patriotic ads of flag
flying and meking provocétive preparations to cdebrate National Heroes week at the
Jaffna Fort which was vacded by the amy. This is being done not in the wake of
victory but when the enemy is literally a the gates following a recet advance in
Valikamam from the base & Paay. Many observers know that for some time defences
had been prepared adong the gproadies to Thenmaratchi, in preparation for a
withdrawa from Vaikamam. People in Thenmaratchi have head it from locd LTTE
leadersthat the people of Jaffna ae to be taught a deserved lesson.

If the government had mature statesmanship, its am should have been to
clealy demondrate to the Tamil people that it caed for them. But it has insead
competed with the LTTE to demonstrate contempt and calousness Food for starving
civilians has been withheld causing tremendous suffering to the sick and those injured
by the government's bombs. The LTTE has understandably not faced any deprivation.
It has only put the dvilian population at the mercy of raketeas and catainly more
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dependent elsewhere. The government did not stop its harassment here. When people
sent food padkages to reatives in Jaffna through a durch organisation, these were
subjed to sysemetic pilfering, including the remova of anything of speallative
military value, such as candles and matches. All essntia medicines caried for the sick
and the dling were robbed by troops at Vavuniya. Even bottles of Sanatogen were
robbed as if the government had intelli gence of tottering Tigers past their three score
yeas and ten. By this policy the government lost an important politicd battle.

Thus were both sdes locked in a war against unarmed people, using young
men and women forced by one or more of fea, hatred, penury and hopelessiessto
become “heroes. It is evident that hatred and contempt for the people was s$ared by
both sdes. On the part of the Tamil militants, whose unspedfied cause is gill being
asociated with liberation, how does one explain these fedings of animosty towards
their own flesh and blood?

One aped of the matter which was brought to the surfaceduring the LTTE-
Premadasa honeymoon gl remains valid. When the leaders are pushed by
congderations of surviva, they are quite caable of becoming natural allies. It is yet
possble that both sdes will come to atadicd agreament. The leaders of the Sate will
have panegyrics written to their unequalled statesmanship. The Tigers will as before
show two faces. One in Colombo and another in Jaffna. One set of interviews for the
English pressand one for the Tamil. Libera sentiments in English and threds against
traitors in Tamil. Having cdled upon hundreds of young men to commit suicide for
Edam, they may once more ague that a trangtiond tadicd understanding is
necessry. All this is again possble given the nature of the forces and their intrinsc
wedkness It will once more be agued that the Tamils got something becaise the
Tigersfought.

There is surely one thing that both sides would want to forget and even
suppress- the saaed memory of the dead. Both would want to avoid acountabili ty on
this matter. Thiswould be amatter of common concern pushing them to embrace eae
other. Both sides have behaved as though individud lives can be snuffed out at any
gunman's whim. The causes and cdlousnessare too ugly to be disnterred. Until we ae
acountable to the dead any attempt at peacewill be tenuous.

2.2 Reading the Past:

"That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already
been". - Ecclesadtes.

The Leader gave aseries of pressinterviews about the beginning of the second
quarter of thisyea, largely, though not completely, puiting an end to speaulation about
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his continued existence. Answering a question on how the consequences weighed in his
declaration of war againgt India in October 1987, he replied that he was not thinking
about the conseguences. But, he said, he was thinking about whether to fight a war
agang India or not. This reply was applauded by many members of the Jaffna
intelligentsia as one that was both clever and fitting. One detractor observed: "You go
to the Jaffna bazaar on any day, and you will see riff raff elements transporting heavy
sacks on their backs between lorries and shops. At the close of the day, they go with
their earnings to atavern, get drunk and often get into violent quarrels. Before a fight,
they do not think of the consequences, how it will affect their families, whether they
will starve or whether they will be thrown onto the streets. No, they only ask whether
to fight or not to fight. In a hedthy society, we will cal such lumpen conduct
irresponsible and will look for means of providing these persons with a more edifying
vison about their life. When we have a leader who acts and talks in this vein, and is
applauded by those who ought to know better, we are left with something frightening
that iswithin us'.

How did an "educated” society come to acquiesce in a leadership thet left the
people so degraded before the eyes of the world? A part of the answer lies in the
acceptance by a large section of the middle class of the utopian ideals of Tamil
chauvinism that over-rode basc human consderations. Any objective evaluation of
what the LTTE had been doing over the past decade and more, should have left no
illuson about what to expect. This is particularly evident in the field of individua
killings. These went on despite the fact that there was no organised opposition to the
LTTE after 1987. The fact that the LTTE could find no other ways to ded with
dissent, symbolisesitsintringc weakness and paranoia.

The manner in which targets were chosen is significant. Sunderam (killed 1982)
and Mano Magter (killed 1984) were persons who had matured through the militant
sruggle, and had they lived there would have been a qualitatively different kind of
leadership, less authoritarian and more accountable to the people. Sunderam was a
member of the PLOTE. Mano Magter at the time of his murder had returned to his
netive place of Pt.Pedro after differences with the leadership of the TELO, to which he
had belonged. Though the other groups were strong then, the LTTE timed its killing
when an opportunity presented itsef, where Mano Magter was a lone individua
without ingtitutional backing. The LTTE systematically, with patience, looked for
opportunities and killed persons who were strong and able enough to give the Tamil
struggle a new and hedlthy direction.

Its fear of ideas combined with individual ability remained strong even after it
brutally asserted itself as the leading group in 1986. It killed members of the old Left
such as Vijayanathan and Annamalai. It waited two years to kill the student leader
Vimdasvaran after terror had largely reduced the students to apathy. Former
dissidents and ex-militants were hounded out, detained and tortured, when al they
wanted was to be left adone to live quiet lives. hundreds of those taken in are not
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and arigindity among Tamils The comrrunlty was forcenl |nto a m|I|eu bereft of any
fresh air and cut off from any invigorating contad with the outside world.

This is refleded in the drastic dhange that has taken placein the world of art
and literature. 1985, though a period of anarchy in comparison with the past, was a
time of intense intellecua adivity. Many militant groups were aound and many issles
were being raised and dscussed by young people. There was a variety of literary
output. Trandations of articles in English were g/clostyled and sold for small sums of
money. Ledlets and booklets of poems were in abundance There were dso drama
groups providing a variety. All this ceaed following the LTTE's deamation of the
TELO in mid-1986

By contrast, in present day Jaffna there is nothing. Whether intelleduals,
dramatists or religious dignitaries, the only ones allowed to gperate ae those who will
deliver to order. At all levels of civil life, the soul is fled. The find assault on the
university is described in a separate dhapter. If one mwmpares the situation in the South,
where things are a it is pretty bad, the seriousness of the sdf inflicted blow that the
Tamils have receved bemmes evident. In the South there is gill a variety in journals
and of literary output. There ae anumber of politicd groups taking a aiticd line
againgt Sinhdlese dhauvinism and are raising human rights issues in the North aswell as
the South. Plays are being produced, occasionaly banned, then to regopea. There ae
drama groups from rural areas producing anti-war dramas, questioning the dassbased
exploitation inherent in sending young men into the battle field. Education in the South
isin afar better state than that in the North-East. Much of the disadvantages resulting
to the Tamils in education are self-inflicted. Our management of this resource has not
been of a quality such asto clealy expose how it has suffered from discriminatory and
military adions of the government.

While there was and aways is discrimination, the aurtalment and destructionin
recait times of the eigting infrastructure that makes for civilised life - such as in
educdion, transport, hedth and communications - has a good measure of what was
part of the politics. Again the politics of the LTTE, whenever there was the prosped of
something that would challenge its litary claim for power, irrespedive of the promise
it held out for the Tamils as a whole, was to predpitate a ciss. This happened duing
the killi ngs of dissdents and Sinhalese avilians in September/October 1987 and in the
kil ngs that led to the aurrent war. It then relied on terror againgt Tamils and the
oppressvenessof the enemy to dffer itself as the only medicine. The diredion hes been
to frustrate ordinary human aspirations of the Tamils, deprive them of any dternative,
pushing many to ogpt for the dedtructive. Sinhelese ailture, which many Tamils
fervently believed to be abarbaric one is today in a much more promising position than
Tamil culture. An Indian journdist G.Ramesh (Lanka Guardian 15th November) has
pointed out that Tamils in general have not posed the shocking guestion - whether the
Tamil language will be dive in 100 yeastime! That would be a ironicd postscript in
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view of the original ams of the strugde.

It is againgt this badkdrop that the LTTE leadership feas individuas raising
questions and has an abnormdl fea of those who have belonged to politica groups. In
this whole @ntext many disenters have daimed that the LTTE has right dong paid
far greder attention and has $rown a quditatively superior ability in slamping out
Tamil disent than in combating the enemy againgt which they are daming to fight.
Whether liberation can come a a byproduct is not a subtle question.

2.3 In Defence of What?

The LTTE was an organisation which, particularly in the ealy 80s, hed
reaquited many persons of ability, humanity and intelligence, like the other groups.
Such persons garted having doubts, particularly after the aadkdown on the TELO,
and quetly sarted leaving the organisation. This phenomenon readed criss
proportions particularly in the months following the |PKF offensive. So desperate had
bemme the gtuation that acording to dissdent sources, an order went out to area
leaders to shoat civilians arguing againgt or ressting the laying of landmines in ther
neighbourhood. It is sid that only two leaders, Lollo and Mathi, both now dead, could
command the cdlousnessto cary it out.

At this point, a onscious dedsion was taken to expedite and encourage the
massreauitment of the very young, down to about the age of ten. Instead of exposing
this tragic bankruptcy with greder statesmanship and concean, the IPKF adualy
legitimised and encouraged this process by sponsoring its own conscript army - the
TNA. the misbehaviour of other groups aso played into the hands of the LTTE. The
LTTE had dscovered in children its ided reauits - very brainwashable, totdly
irresponsible where the public is concerned, and gven the ladk of an dternative once
indde, very loyd if their creaure cmforts are cdered for. This $ift was refleded in
propaganda against educaion by LTTE spokesmen. Changes in the pattern of warfare
have dso paralded this history. During the | PKF presencefollowing the October 1987
offensive, the main thrust of the LTTE wasto frusirate the IPKF aswell asto frustrate
the amergenceof any civili an effort independent of the LTTE. Except in Manrer, there
was hardly asuccesdul LTTE attadk even againgt an IPKF sentry point. The successin
Mannaer was achieved by adualy firing at degoing soldiers from insde the hospital
building, cdculatedly putting the lives of 89 tients at risk. The LTTE proved thet the
easest way to fight an army which was calous about civilian lives, and itself look
powerful in the process was to fight them with tota disregard for civilians. The
massaae by the IPKF of 53 civilians in Vavettithurai on 2nd August 1989 which cost
the IPKF dealy in politicd terms, followed the LTTE bre&ing a truce and killing
about six soldiers on patrol. During this period, the number of Indian soldiers kill ed by
the LTTE is comparable with the number of unarmed civilians it assassnated. The
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latter were often done by young boys wielding pstols.

But the myth concerning the superior fighting quelities of the LTTE was
dedsively broken. With the help of the Sri Lankan army, the LTTE's first attempt to
didodge the PLOTE from the Wann dwing mid-1989 was a ®sly falure. The
seand attempt in January 199Q as costly asit was, succealed only becaisethe LTTE
was able to launch repeded attadks with fresh supgdies of manpower flown in by the
Sri Lankan Air Force

The developing trend becane dea with the outbre& of the June war with the
Sri Lankan forces. The experienced hard-core who were in short supdy would be used
mainly to defend paces of high military or prestige value. The rest, including children,
would be used mainly to harass frustrate and to go to the frontline. Civilians were to
be endangered for propaganda vaue rather than proteded. This is clea from the
sketch in 2.1. The young and inexperienced were dso frequently used as expendable
military materia. The cpious use of suicide squads, being so unique in the modern
world, was often publicised as a mark of high dedication and courage rather than asa
tragic misuse of the brainwashed young. There was also a genera poverty of military
imagination in terms of defining objedives and usng manpower and lives effedively.
Lives were often expended in purely romantic ventures which were then given a
religious sgnificance

During the first attadk on the Fort in June, young boys who were sent to scde
the walls of the Fort died attempting the ridiculous. During the second attempt in
August, the scheme of adion where a cane wasto lift the dtadersinto the Fort was
s0 clumsy, that the aane tilted on uneven ground and 40 of the dtadkers were mown
down in the open. During the amy adion in Kayts and Mandaitivu in August, the amy
was hardly resisted, though the people were prevented from fleeng to the mainland for
safety. Left intotal confusion, over 100civili ans were kill ed by the amy which suffered
no loss 49 Eagtern province LTTE cadre sent there with o knowledge of the terrain,
committed suicide without seeng adion.

While the Tigers were trying to explan away these drawbadks which hed
bemme part of a pattern, a parale drama was being enaded with unerring efficiency
by the spedd survelllance unit of the Tigers, answerable diredly to the leader. Mails
were tapped, people ad ther contads were watched. Ex members of a defunct
militant group in Karaveddy, who had even contemplated working with the Tigers after
the Indian offensive, were picked upin ealy September and were tortured. Imagined
signs of dissdent adivity, even Bible studes, were looked into. Considerable talent and
resources in the form of mature calre were dannelled into this adivity - so much so
that persons who had narrow escgpes discovered that they had been trailed by parallel
units which failed to exchange information. Even when the enemy was at the gates,
they were taking no chances with their own people. It is clea that defending the people
was not among the priorities of the group. Nor was fighting the enemy among them.
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They knew they could get power by frustrating any thing by anyone else.

In eliminating other movements, the Tigers aso did away with the obligation to
defend civilians. Every forum in which civilian concerns could be raised was aso
suppressed. When severd groups operated before mid-1986, competition between
them ensured that dl tried to show a concern for civilians. The concept of bunkers and
ar-rad shelters was introduced and popularised by the PLOTE. It built one in front of
Jaffna hospital with an darm system to warn civilians to take cover when the Sri
Lankan army started shelling from the Fort. Thiswas widely admired.

Apart from other regular instances of deliberately endangering civilians, we
take current patterns of ddiberate ingtitutionalised harassment of civilians. Following
the July 1983 violence, many people flocked to Jaffna determined to make it a
permanent home. But today people want to flee Jaffna on an unprecedented scale,
signifying the dienation they fed towards the struggle.

The LTTE has responded by ingdituting a pass sysem with draconian
conditions. In 1985 people gave gold voluntarily towards the militant cause. Why does
gold have to be forced out of people through terror now? A family wanting to go to
Colombo hasto hand in the house keys. A family leaving for India hasto hand over the
title deeds as well as belongings such as bicycles. Extortionate trangport charges were
levied and safety and comfort in travel were ddliberately jeopardised. The army was
prepared to alow the use of the main road between Vavuniya and Elephant Pass. This
was stopped by firing at the first few lorriesto take the main road.

There was a massive exodus from Jaffna when the pass system was lifted for
two days on 6th and 7th October. Those fleeing were abused through a loudspesker at
Miruswvil, as cowards and traitors. It is ironica that those going from Jaffna to
Colombo are caled traitors, while they lucky ones able to make it from Colombo to
Geneva, London or Toronto became patriots. They are actively canvassed to make life
miserable for their fellows at home. If the same logic applied to those leaving Jaffna is
drictly applied to the expatriates supporting the LTTE, the results would be far from
flattering. In so many ways enormous pressure is being applied on people not to leave
Jaffna - to what purpose? The whole concept of National Heroes week observed from
214 - 28th November is an instance of the indignity with which those in Jaffna are
rewarded. The whole notion was ironicdl.

In the middle of awar of liberation, it is naturd for liberation fighters to apped
to the people not to forget the sacrifice of the dead through lesflets and such like. Any
elaborate commemoration is put off until victory. But here enormous resources have
been spent at atime of hardship, and people have been forced to decorate and put up
ghrines while in a state of vulnerability and the enemy virtudly at the gates. As
predicted, the government which had learnt nothing over the years, fired from the air
wherever signs of enforced festivity were visible.
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On thefinal day, the LTTE ordered that al teadiers and students, with women
in red and yellow and men in white, should present themselves at schod a mid-day.
Students were aked to monitor the teaders presence during the Heroe's Week
cdebrations. This pieceof harassnent had no value whatsoever, not even in terms of
publicity. It was meait Smply to give the population the messge, "We order as we
please, and you obey." A smilar event took placeduring the first quarter of 199Q
People were forced to decorate and observe for amonth, the semnd deah anniversary
of Anrai Poopathy of the Batticdoa mothers front, who fasted to deah. The order
went out that coconut shoats in the pandas $ould be replacel with fresh ones every 3
days. At Tharmapuram, nea Kilinochchi, the people falled to do this when their
coconut trees failed to yield fresh shoats. A punishment was enforced in the form of a
hartal.

Such deliberate cdlousnessis motivated by the am of rendering the people
docile, by removmg any sense of f r&sped and frustratlng every normal human
Ionglng a ‘

2.4 The Fate of Truth in an Orwellian World:

One redeaming fedure of the Sinhalese South is that despite the barbarity of
burning bodies, the truth is hard to suppress Still there is a variety of realing matter in
circulation. Some diversity of opinion readies the printed word. Questions are being
raised and there is a hedthy scepticism about the politicd leadership. Attempts to
srengthen state patronage over religion and use it to cloak infamy can il dicit sharp
rejoinders (Sunday Idand, September) Plurdism il shows a cgadty survive,
athough authoritarianism and terror bring about from the people the responses of
cynicism and indifference, weakening the society and state asawhole.

Between the North and the South truth becomes a caudty in two different
ways. In the South the aedibility of the state is © low that people have atendency to
dishelieve what the government says. Among ordinary people in the South, there is ill
confuson about who massaaed the Mudims in the East and who drove the Mudims
out of Manrer. In this stuation the plight of civilians in Jaffna is not difficult to
imagine. On the one hand there ae the broadcasts by the state which smply turn them
off. There is no printed materia coming from outsde and no foreign rews. There ae
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only three Tamil newspapers printed locdly, al diredly or indiredly controlled by the
Tigers. One of them, the Edlanathan, is the Tigers officia journa. Such is the high
point of the strugde for freedom.

Yet adiscaning reader could lean the truth from these more doquently from
these than from anywhere dse. The massaae of Mudims by the Tigers was being
denied angrily and strenuoudy by Tamil orgnisations abroad. According to Tamil
ideology the Mudims were part of the Tamil nation and hence any killi ng of Mudims
must be aserious affair. The killi ng of Tamil civilians by aeia bombing in Jaffna and
the massaaes of Tamils in the East were events that were regularly receving front
healline mverage. It was only natura that “Uthayan' should have given the massaare of
over 100 Mudims in the East on 3rd Augugt, front healline mverage. The other two
journals which are doser to the Tigers presented this incident as a small item. It was
later leant that the Uthayan was pulled upfor his concern for the Tamil nation.

While the massaae of Mudims by the Tigers was being denied, the E€lanathan
was publishing articles of such kind as would incite areader to fed that physicd harm
done to Mudims could not be very wrong. In a dosed intelledua world where people
were forced to breahe the same poison they excreted, there was for the first time,
growing talk that the Mudims were separate from the Tamils - something that Mudims
had being saying dl thistime and people would not listen to. The path was being paved
for the draconian expulsion of Mudlims.

During the battle when Sri Lankan troops crossed from Mandaitivu (Leyden
Idand) and entered Jaffna Fort, a fighter plane flew seawvards over the Fort and
dissppeaed from sght. The Tigers did not know that it had punged into the lagoon.
The news was first given out over the Sri Lankan radio. the locd Tiger news bulletins
promptly claimed that they had shot down a fighter. The Tiger office in London then
made a ¢am that they had shot down a fighter with a SAM 7 missle. The officid
verson in Jaffnawas changed acordingly.

The "Edanatham’ gave Jaffna readers trandations of excerpts from Ostrovsky's book
on the Mossad, 'By Way of Deceotion'. It gave the portion where aMossad agent
gpe&king in front of Sri Lankan military officials in Hebrew referred to them as
monkeys hardly off the trees, who neeled to be given a banana ad sent off. He had
then shown them dlides of the ingde of a vaauum cleaner, saying that it represented an
up to date sophigticated radar system. The paper faled to mention references to
Mossd training gven to the Tigers, and that as far as the Mossd was concerned,
Tamils too were included in the monkeys just off the trees, al deserving of as much
attention as their money warranted.

This slenceis adso reveding. For many yeas the Tigers have tried to present
themselves as a liberation movement seeking contads with such, the world over. Their
propaganda has been laced with references to the Sandanistas, the Palestinian strugde,
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the ANC and so on. Moreover, their enemies and victims have been acaised of being
agents of the CIA and Mossad. Thisisthe level at which the public is being informed.

people I|ve on gossp and pointless :pemlatlon that substltute for fadual reporting.
Lawyers courtroom tricks are used to disown Tamil responsibili ty by leading persons.
Ingenious rationalisations are found for incidents such as the Kattankudy messaae -
"Those who went to the Mosgue @ late @ 8.30 pm. could not have gone there to
pray. They must have been plotting something." Or that "Mudims are leaving Jaffna
becaise the government is paying them to do s0". These ae dements of a Tamil
disease that has readed new proportions. This is the kind of atmosphere in which the
Tigers politics of colledive suicide can thrive.

2.5 Rale of the Tamil Intelligentsia:

During the ortive peace edier this yea, many members of the Tamil
intelli gentsia living in the West and in Colombo flocked to conferences organised by
the ROOTE (Reseach Organisation of Tamil Eelam) in London and Jaffna. ROOTE is
an LTTE organisation which sought to co-opt this intelligentsa in its attempts a
development. The meding in London was opened by Kittu lighting the traditional lamp
- aman who claimed to have killed dozens of civilians during his gint as Zifna leader,
and whose gruesome massaae of TELO members remains a public scanda. These
medings came & a time of euphoria when it appeaed on the surfacethat the Tigers
would deliver the goods. Several of those dtending these seminars were leading
authorities in their scientific fields. They were dso products of Jaffnas liberal English
public schod educaiond system, which readed its pe&k of successin the 50s and
60s.

Those who commented on attending these said basicaly the same thing in a
sdf-righteous dismissve manner: "We ae not interested in politics. we only want to
contribute our share towards the development of our land.” Strictly spe&king thisis not
true. Quite often when military successes by the Tigers or the killi ng of alarge number
of g Lankan soldiers or Sinhelese gopeded to their chauvinistic vanity or played to
their hatreds, they readily applauded it. They had routinely made politicd judgements
and had emotionally identified themsalves with the Tigers.

But even through their hardened heats they were dimly aware that things were
not atogether right. They were uncomfortable with the Tigers having killed severd
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members of the educaed dite. A large number of able young men dedicated to Tamil
freedom had met crud fates at the hands of the Tigers. Over a thousand at that time
were languishing in the Tigers draconian prison system. Then there was the fate of
very young children of the largely poorer classes being militarily mobili sed - to which a
blind eye was being turned. When members of the intelli gentsia say that they are not
interested in politics and want to join the festive auphoria occasonaly spread out by
the Tigers, it only means that they wish to indulge their vanity without taking their
share of respongbility for this immense injustice and tragedy. The Tigers well
understood this. Thus did the “crean’ of Tamil society bewme shameless camp
followers to a caise that one day, when sanity is restored, Tamils will be manifestly
ashamed of.

oLtheJ_oLaluy_oLhieMLas_Lost_sght_oL So much prestlge was attamed to routlne

reseach into minutiag where the authors and their publicaions would be forgotten in
20 yeas, that there was an arrogant disdain of the wmnwon issues of ordinary life -like
judtice - that make up mlitics. Opinions are routindy given with such pompous
arrogance on politicd issles, as if socid prestige was a substitute for hard time
consuming anayticd thinking.

of them would Qo asvolunteers to dlg bunkers for the Tigers, an event to which much
attention would be drawn. They would then spend a short time in a safe place ad get
badk home. This would then serve & publicity to pul in others to work in redly
dangerous places. The members of the intelligentsa performing this service would
receve privileges - such as immunity for ther children from military tasks. Many of
them had escorted their sons to Colombo while defending the use by the Tigers of less
privileged children. While almitting that use of children is wrong in principle, they
would add, "But thisis the find battlel" While on the verge of completing immigration
formdlities to take themselves and their children away to Audrdia axd Canada, they
dill continue to feed others with irresponsible lies about Mudims, dissdents and about
the prospeds awaiting those left behind.

Members of the inteligentsa @ home wuld addwce reasons of survival,
however sdifish, to explain their behaviour. But for asizedle sedion of those droad, it
isamatter of fighting from a distance abizare battle, acording to the dictates of their
warped souls. They do not even want to know the @nsequences of what they are
advocding. When it comes to home, lealing Tamil expatriates in Western capitals
pradice rules of censorship which would have been an embarrassment even in Jaffna .
When it came to their ads, the militant groups generally preferred slenceto offending
the intelli gence of the locd man. Among the worst offenders are some of the expatriate
publications in English. They have obfuscaed the stories behind severa well known
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killi ngs about which o one would attempt to fod the Jaffna man. They would have it
that civilian refugees fleang to India upon the Tigers assuming control ealy in 199Q
were killed not by the Tigers or the Sri Lankan forces, but that they were victims of
fadiona fighting in the TNA. The Musims were not massaaed by the Tigers, but by
paramilitary units within the Sri Lankan forces. There is even an impressve network to
co-ordinate the spreal of lies. An alegation againgt the Tigers would bring the typicd
response, "Tell us the source so that we can deny it." An editoria in the Tamil Times
mildly suggesting that the June war was least wanted by the people ad was imposed
upon them, brought about an outraged response from some lealing expatriate quarters.

While the propaganda madinery a home is managed unconvincingly, that
abroad has sveral highly educated and able personsin it, who know how to succeel in
the West and would spare no effort or expense to get their sons into the most
prestigious Western universities. But what do they do to the sons of the soil a home?
Some of them have doubts, but they want the recognition of being office beaersin the
locd Tamil Sangam. So they alow themsalves to be used by a minority of adive
individuals. Some have danged politicd colours © many times that they are just
cynicd. A senior and articulate acalemic in North America would make inspiring
speedies about the Tigers being our legitimate representatives. He would then confide
privately that he spoke rublbish. A senior Tiger leader told a private audence that he
knew that the epatriates were not serious, but that they would use them for
propaganda puposes. A dudy of the epariate inteligentsa, how they are
manipulated by a mixture of fea and gppeds to persona vanity, their insengtivity,
would all reved the workings of Jaffna society in the extreme without the benign,
mitigating culturd influences at home, which till strugde to survive.

In contrast to the intelligentsia there ae many Tamil refugees in the West,
socidly indgnificant as they are, who have been through the strugde and meke a
genuine dfort to understand what is happening. Unlike English journds, there ae a
number of Tamil journals published by these groups which raise questions and issues
fromthe heat.

2.6  Dissent in Jaffna:

The processof closng al forma fora for dternative opinion is now virtualy
complete, and there ae few places where ayy intelligent discusson takes place The
lack of any desire to think serioudy about the future and demand that there should be
an aternative curse to colledive suicide, coincides with a very widespread pradiceby
the literate (meaning a large sedion of Jaffna) to find aternatives to living in ther
homeland. Wherever one mmes aaoss groups in conversation, there is a dominant
trend towards exchanging informetion on “travel agents, how to get visas, the point
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system for Austraian immigration and such like. Colombo is awash with Tamils going
to travel agencies, embasses and communicaion centres. Overseas telephone cdls
have become away of life in sharp contrast to a decale ao. It is between these
preoccupeations that people make caud politicad judgements. Though individuas gill
take cmngderable risks to disent, most observers are ayrea that even in the jaws of
disagter, thereis little dhance of any massprotest. The Tigers too reagnise that while
terror has its effed, the most potent medianism for dampening dssent has been the
ease with which the Jaffna man can go aboroad. A sgnificant number of the e@nomic
ingtitutions left among Tamils concan this adivity. The politics of the Tigers has
meshed with this trend. This is why a person who goes to Colombo as a traitor
becwmes a patriot once droad. Then the same shallow interest in the well being of
their people and the habit of not analysing, would well suit the needs of the Tigers.

Under such conditions it isto be expeded that much of the dissent is bound to
be private, largely passve and confined to limited long term objedives. The bulk of
these disenters have one thing in common. They are @nscientious persons with
enormous courage, with a strong commitment to the people ad the land. We take
threebroad categories.

One group conssts of Hindus with a deg sense of their cultura roats, with a
grounding in the ehicd teadings of Indian sages, particularly Thiruvaluvar, and in the
laws of nature based on karma. They would have a ommitment and a sense of purpose
in their work, but would not voice public dissent, though their fedings about the
politics of the Tigers could be surprisingly strong and uncompromising. One exampleis
a lady doing a very responsible job. Her outlook was moulded pertly by observing her
nephew, disllusoned but trapped in the organisation, who in his last days experienced
the aonies of a wounded soul. She was once walking to work when she was told of
the murder of a prominent person. Upon inquiry she was told that the killers were
unknown. In keeping with the training of women of her generation, who would use
Tamil to convey affedion and intimagy, and English to sound authoritative, she
responded sharply: "What do you mean you dont know? IT IS THE TIGERS!" She
said nothing more and walked on looking grave. While responsibility for the killi ng was
being obfuscaed in expatriate drcles, there was no foding those with a strong
ingtinctive feding about Jaffna society. They were cnvinced that the doice was
between this politics and the survival of the Tamil community.

Another in this caegory is alealing citizen faceal with considerable risk as well
as responsibility through al the recet military operations. He has guck to hiswork in
Jaffna with hs family, rgeding al temptations to emigrate. His identification with the
people is © close that he would fredy and petiently attend to people who come to him
for help a odd hours. For a number of yeas he did not expresshis persona opinions,
but would answer questions about fads surrounding his experiences with clinicd
predson. He confided recently: "1 have no illusons about what the Sri Lankan army
would do if it came in to Jaffna. | may get killed. But that is a smal thing. Unlessthis
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politics is destroyed, there is no hope." Unlike expatriate sentiments, such come from
persons with asaaificia commitment to the land and its common people!

The second group we @nsder is a sub caegory of Chrigtians often at odds
with the established church for trying to live and teach the Gospel. The established
church in Jaffna is by some tests more @wmpromised than the dwrch in the South.
Though the durch in the South hes been cowardly, it ill provides sme fora for open
discusson. The Church in the North hes not voiced itsef on issies of traditional
Chrigtian concern, such as the militarisation of children. By leaving such matters to the
ICRC and voicing itsdf only on Tamil grievances againgt the government, the
established church may do more harm to the people than good. One or more lealing
functionaries of one denomination have been saying things like, "95%of the people
support the Tigers. Therest are Sinhalese!”

Againg this badground conscientious Christians have had a difficult time -
particularly those who believe that the Gospel demands the pradice of non-violence A
young Roman Catholic dergyman in his parish ministry kept raisng questions about
what is going on and about his non-violent convictions. A tense Stuation developed
when a sedion of the parish murmured, "The Bishops in the South are giving money
to the president's National Defence Fund. Only our clergy want to talk non-violence"
That is a pointer to the fallure of the Church as awhole by adually endangering those
who are mnscientious about the teadiings of Christ.

A senior colleague of this young clergyman recaitly addressed a massraly as
the guest of another parish. Calling for a self examination, he laid down five necessties.
One cdled for a diange of heat from the militants. The priest of the host parish
became worried upon seeng some militant cadre in front of the dwurch premises. In
summearising the sermon, he gave adight twist to the necessty mentioned - "May God
blessthe cause of the youth".

Addressng a group of students on social responsibility, a theologian raised the
matter of killing Mudim civilians in the East. Talking to him later, a worried official of
the indtitution let it dip that what mattered to them were not his ideas on socid
respongbili ty, but his acalemic aedentias.

These person are ahandful of individuals in the established church. Others of
increasing ggnificance ae represented by the growing non-conformist and house
churches. Though lacking materia resources many of them have laboured with
commitment and have alvocaed non-violence Though ot to the liking of the LTTE
any more than of the established churches, open confrontation hes © far been avoided.
Thisis largely becaise they regard their primary task as preading the Gospel. Though
their adivities may hamper support, they do not pose adired thred to politicd power.

A very dgnificant sedor from which passve oppostion springs is the hard
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working peasantry spreal aaoss many rurd areas of the North and those in dlied
svices. The heyday of ther prosperity was duing the government of
Mrs.Bandaranaike. Since then their emnomy has been on a precaious foating, at the
mercy of market forces, import policies and the seaurity Stuation, al more
unpredictable than the weaher. For ther survival they have akeen awarenessof what
is going on around them, dedsions in Colombo, oil crises, al of which determine their
dedsions from nonth to month. A sudden influx of imported onions into Colombo
would mean they have to dedde whether to store or to sl a aloss They aso have a
tradition of hard work. Such people question everything and are difficult to fod. If
transportation that is crucia to their survival is blocked, they would know the politics
behind it.

It is such persons who sheltered student leader Vimalswaran for a yea in the
heatland of Jaffna when the LTTE's writ was unchalenged. Without a politicd
commitment from this class dissdents on the run would not have stood chance Not
surprisngly some of the popuist measures contemplated by the LTTE leadership
during the interlude of peacewere amed a this class These people know that as
individuals they do not count. For tadicd reasons they would bow to the LTTE and
for their survival they would run errands for the LTTE at grea risk. But in their minds
they are dea that this politics will have to go. For them running risks is away of life.
One of them casudly told a dissdent he was ddtering, "The locd LTTE arealeader is
coming to lunch. | will take you to another house and bring you badk later.”

The following episode gives an insight into their spirit. A young man trying to
go to Colombo was turned badk by LTTE sentries in the Wann. The young sentry
boys would only say, "No trave for the time being. Orders are orders. Dont think we
are like the other groups." The young man went bad alittle and was wondering what
to do, when an old Wann farmer came that way. "In a pot of trouble aent you?
What, going badk home? Can you make it? said the old man, and waited musingly. The
young man said that he had no choice "Dont be stupid’, said the old man, "Go
through this lane. When you come to the end of it, thereis a house. The woman there
may shout at you. Ignore her and turn left into the paddy field. Go straight. When you
get to the end, left again, and you will be badk on the main road. Theredter, no
problem.” The young man made it.

2.7 Influence of Government Policy & Southern Reactions:

We have dedt with this matter in various places - particularly the nature of the
military response and the generd refusal to understand the problem of minorities. We
ghdl briefly dwell on a related asped. This is the suppresson and ifling of any
potential to provide an aternative to the dominant politics by Tamils themsalves. We
have maintained that a solution could only emerge through a politics where the human
and democratic rights of all persons in this country are respeded. For this to happen
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those Tamils who fed that they want to live in this country with the Sinhelese and
Mudims and make legitimate demands for the well-being of their people, should be
respeded and ther credibility upheld. What is happening now is the opposte. This
again and again boosts up the Tigers as the only answer to this government.

An important manrer in which this happens is when leaders of the locd
community are unable to make aly impad on the torture axd dssppeaance of
thousands of detainees or to provide the cmmunity with any assurances. In the
Batticdoa aea over a hundred young persons picked up from refugee canps are
unacounted for. Peoples representatives raising the matter are bullied and humiliated.
In the Amparai Didrict when the gopeaance of thirty odd healless bodies was
reported in “the Idand, the inquiry took the form of intimidating lealing locd citizens
to sgn a denid. In the meantime the LTTE succesdully ambushed an STF patrol in
Panama. Whom would the people turn to for leadership under such conditions?

The use made by the government of Tamil groups is  counter productive &
to adualy add to the LTTE's prestige. A mature government genuinely wanting to
expose the LTTE would have indsted that these groups iow more spunk and fight for
the interests of their people. Instead it has used their wegpons to discredit them and add
to their humiliation. MP's from these groups prefer to forget that they were militants
with a caise. They are reguarly taken on ministeria vists to the East and mostly
observe aslence on the indignities being hegped on the people there by government
forces. On a recant vist of a multi-party delegation, one representative of a militant
group introduced himsdf to the Colond as ©meone working closgly with the
Brigadier in some other areg whose @nduct leaves much to be desired. Another
member of the delegation asked the Colond about missng persons. The Colond
replied casualy, that such things must be expeded to happen.

An ederly civilian who was recently appointed MP for the Batticdoa Didtrict,
whose gpointment the EPRLF publicly objeded to, was the only person to question
the Minister of Defence dout persons taken from refugee canps and who were now
missng. The amy initially admitted taking over hundred and reduced the number to
about 30 later. The Minister maintained that he cannot acount for persons the amy
does not admit as having taken. The dderly MP perssted on his demand for sometime.
But his younger ex-militant colleagues kept silent without supporting him.

At another meding of an all party delegation with the Minister of Defence, the
representative of a Left party complained about 30 or so Tamils who went to Amparai,
were detained and about whom nothing more was head until that time. The Minister
asked gternly, "Are they your cadre?' On being told that they were ordinary civilians,
the Minigter replied, "If they are your cadre | will personaly make some arangement.
Otherwise you have no businessto ask."

Trincomaleeis an area dout which Tamils are very sengtive. Ingead of trying
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to give Tamils confidence by handling it caefully, it is managed by a Brigadier
responsible for several hundred dsappeaances. The Brigadier enjoys wide powers in
this areawhere Tamils have numericdly been the gredest sufferers over the yeas. We
have commented on current rehabili tation efforts in Report No.5. On a vist of the
delegation above in October, they were taken to a multi-rada housing scheme
sponsored by the NGO Sarvodaya. It turned out that though shramadana (voluntee)
labour is provided by Tamils and Mudims, pradicdly al the houses being built are for
Sinhalese.

It was explained to them there that the Brigadier was a no-nonsense man who
had brougnt al NGOs involved in rehabilitation under his control. On ron-
discriminatory principles, the Brigadier had dedded on the dlocéion of Sarvodaya
houses. Firg to the displacel persons of 1987 nealy al of whom just happened to be
Sinhalese. Curioudy the numericaly much larger body of persons displaced in 198386
and 1990are modtly al Tamils. This adds to our ealier ingght about government
policy in Trincomalee

One Tamil group, the EPRLF, appeas to have privately taken an independent
gand on the goings on in Trincomaeg presumably using its conredions with the
Indian Government. Although there was no public protest from any Tamil group, there
were agry references in the press on attempts being made to relocae Sinhelese.
During the third week or so of October, some persons working for EPRLF MPs were
abducted and evidently roughed upin Colombo. A complaint made to a very senior
member of the government is sid to have brought about the response: "There ae
forces outsde the mntrol of the government who are unheppy about the President
talking to Tamil groups.” During this period it is reported that EPRLF MP's felt rather
intimidated about leaving Sravasti hostel and going to Perliament. Further inquiries
reveded that the “force concerned was a Tamil group well known to the EPRLF, and
by no means outside the ambit of the government.

During the IPKF presence the PLOTE kept its distance and preserved a
measure of independence In January, the Sri Lankan forces helped the LTTE to
didodge them from their stronghold in the Wann. Following the outbre& of war in
June the PLOTE succumbed to severe pressure to work with the forces - some of their
cadre were knifed by soldiers in Kamunai. Later PLOTE cadre were posted with Sri
Lankan soldiers at sentry points in Vavuniya. For some time they tried to curb the
indignities to which civilians were subjed to by soldiers. But they ladked even the
means to complain to a responsible person about the wnduct of individual soldiers. In
turn they became frustrated as people grumbled about PLOTE cadre in the same breah
in which they complained about soldiers. Recetly there have been a number of
complaints about extortion by PLOTE cadre.

To make matters worse there is no move in the South to understand the " Tamil
Problem." Numerous articles and editorias are gpeaing about politico-military
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approadies, and human rights organisations questioning the treament of Tamils are
being attadked. But no ane is asking what is happening to the Tamil comnunity and
the @4 to the @untry of its destruction. What progresshas been made in making the
minorities fed part of the @muntry? In fad despite Tamil being elevated to an officiad
language, the postion of the Tamils has worsened. Furthermore, as a generd offshoot
of insengtivity and represson there ae vast segments of disenchantment. A very large
number of these people outside the North-East who have not seen a Tiger in the flesh
and know little dout them except that they have serioudy embarrased the
government, hail the Tigers as their vicarious avengers. This group includes Sinhalese
and people like Maayali's from Kotahena who were victims of violence unleashed
againg Tamils in July 1983 Such is the dienation credged by the government in many
places, that subjedive fedings about the Tigers override the key question - what it
would mean to them if their own people adopt the politics of the Tigers?

Thus when an elder-statesman representing the Hill Country Tamils who has
been a senior member of the government for over a dozen of yeas, assrts that the
Tigers are the representatives of the people of the North-East, one needs to consider
his own community's experience He has a number of times been quoted privately as
saying that the government would not give the Tamils anything voluntarily.
Interestingly, his assertion came & a response to a question about the Mudim
minority’s position. (Sunday Times - 9.1290). He canot surely mean that Mudims
should be part of the North-East in the same manner that his community is part of the
South.

Once more it will hardly come & a surprise if, having strengthened and
legitimised the Tigers to this point, the government would be overawed into taking
them on as partners with sole @ntrol over the North-Eadt.

2.8  The Government and the Tigers - A note on attitudes
to politics:

We mncentrate on a sdient feaure that is informative. Despite the increasing
represson and intolerance, the government, like others around the world, retains a
cgpadty to gpped to its politicd rivals or even enemies, and use them when it can find
a @mmon cause or a question of comnon interest. Thus when this war broke out, the
presdent sumnoned Tamil opposition groups and had talks with them. He ould get
even the SLFP which was challenging the legitimagy of his power, and together with
other opposition groups, send them to India to sal the war. He could gve regular,
well-publicised, cordia recgptions to Tamil delegations to defuse their complaints
about the forces conduct. He culd sumnon an All Party Conference ad st with
opponents, taking his own time evolving a politicd solution. Even media publicity
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given to the views of some of his critics, like the leader of the Tamil Congress is
tolerated. But like everywhere dse, there is a price for going too far as recently the
EPRLF and the SLMC discovered. In the West it may be telephone tapping or
aurvelll ancefor the purpose of bladk mail, or, particularly in the US, arigorous rutiny
of one'sincome tax returns. In this country, it could be avist from forces "outside the
government's control.” The point is that such a relationship with opponents gives the
government some options, including that of putting agood faceon cgpitulation.

The Tigers, on the other hand, being the accedited leaders of a smdll
commmunity with few resources, lad the ability to use their opponents even in a aiss.
In 1986t demolished its rival groups in the midde of a war dlowing the enemy to
make arapid advance When some other militant leaders appeded to the LTTE to Sate
its conditions for co-operation, these requests were ignored. When after the IPKFs
arrival, a bre&kaway fadion of the EPRLF reportedly sent an emissary to discusspeace
with the Tigers, the emissry faled to regopea. Following the war with the IPKF,
there was a divison among former members of a defunct Left wing group with one
fadion wanting to do nothing and the other wanting to support the LTTE. Recently
the LTTE has detained several tens of these person who were smply staying at home
and they are unac@unted for.

Following the outbre&k of the arrent war with the Sri Lankan forces, there
was a mood among many ex-militants living abroad to work with the LTTE. News of
the LTTE'srepresson at home put an end to this.

Why isit that a group like the LTTE in a strong position to be generous, and
badly needing support, preferred to brutaly spurn every opportunity for co-operation,
and pefer ingeal desperate measures such as cannibaising the social fabric and
plucking up children in large numbers to ke the show going? An important part of
the answer isits use of the twin concepts of the saaed group and traitor to promote its
apped - a potent wegon inherited from the TULF and later used againg it. the price
paid was a spirdlling cycle of represson, desperate measures and aresort to mysticism
to explain setbads, contradictions and somersaulits. It is hardly surprising that any open
discusgon that would be the price of co-operation, is anathema to the LTTE. Take
some of the links in hstory. The LTTE once tried to ingratiate itself with India by
boasting with little subtlety that it had gven India afoothold in this country. 1t went to
war with India to avoid any power sharing. This was when the other groups becane
adive with Indian Forces. Forced into a @rner, the LTTE made aded with the Sri
Lankan government, purportedly because of whose perfidy it fought India, and helped
the Sri Lankan forces to dedmate its rivals. Now its rivals have been cornered into
working with the Sri Lankan government. How does one sort out treadery and
patriotism from this messexcept by assrting asaaed prerogative?

This is given further substance by the fad that the LTTE has repeaedly shown
a willi ngnessto ignore its own rhetoric and St and make deds with apparently sworn
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enemies. It made an apped to India soon after the outbreak of war in 1987 and once
more it cdls for Indian recognition and talks of not acceting an international peace
effort that circumvents India. Soon after hammering the TELO in 1986 it consorted
with Sri Lankan army officers and cabinet members on televison. Later it made aded
with Presdent Premadasa on the basis of their common patriotic interest in kegoing
outsders (namely Indians) out. Thus despite the rhetoric it was not serious about
enemies without. But no quarter was given to any hint of dissent within. It was not
seeking the right of Tamils to be an independent self respeding community, but was
seeking a sub contrad from the Indian and Sri Lankan governments to be given sole
charge of Tamils. Its main enemy was the independent spirit of Tamil people
themsalves.

Another fedure of Sri Lankan as well as internationa politicsis that politicians
authorise or even use acecedited agents to do therr dirty work and themselves kegp
doof. These jobs are done by agencies for intelligence and subverson, spedal units
within the police or by private goons in the pay of politicians. Thus Presdent
Premadasa @uld authorise his forces to do their stuff and himsalf visit the victims with
beaming benevolence, paying his respeds to kovils and vihares to the whirr of TV
cameras, talk about rehabili tation and issle orders for more supdies. While his forces
are waging a brutal war againgt the LTTE or the VP, he @uld on his own ac®unt cdl
them for talks.

With the LTTE there is no separation between the military and the politicd
am. Even in such unjudtifiable adions guch as the epuson of Mudims from the
North, its politicd arm, the PFLT, was at the forefront. By contrast none of the Mudim
parties talking to Tamil groups in Colombo have any visble @nnedions with the Jhad
or the Mudim home guardsin the East. Thisis again indicaive of the LTTE's nature. It
is not that this makes the government morally superior. No disregard for human rights
will work. But for the short term it gives a cetain amount of flexibility to avert a
predpitate plunge into disaster. When the @4 is proving too high, the government
retains the dility to sweep the dirty work under the capet and shake hands with the

enemy.

The LTTE by contrast has left itsalf no options to ded with the Mudims as a
f respeding people. They are avery different category from Sinhelese wlonigts. The
latter are essentialy poor and exploited people settled in the East by well heded
promoters preferring the flesh pots of Colombo. They are not integrated communities
with dego roats in the soil and who are aticulate, having produced men of educaion
and influence They may be killed or driven out as refugees, and the government, if it
proves expedient, could afford to drop them and let their grievances fester for decales.
It is very different with the Mudims in the North-East. They know and fed that they
belong to the region as much asthe Tamils. They are integrated communities with degp
roots. Their contribution to Tamil culture and scholarship is sibstantia. Further, a
majority can afford to become tired and indifferent as is now symptomatic of the
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Sinhalese. They could cut ther losses and there would ill be much left to be rescued.
It is very different for a minority - in particular for the Mudims of the North-East.
What isworse, the Tigers have taught everyone with a grievancethat to succeel easly
againg the likes of the government or themsalves, they need to imitate their methods.
Like Tamil dissdents, Mudims cannot be margindised by branding them traitors. The
Tigers forgot that like what Sinhelese governments did ealier, they too were deding
with a minority.

2.9 Indian Links:

Shortly after the outbresk of the June war, some very senior Tiger leaders
addresed a seminar a the Universty of Jaffna. A question was posed about the
LTTE's foreign policy, particularly in relation to Mr.Karunanidhi - Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu. A very high ranking LTTE personage made an audble impromptu blurt of
something obscene in reference to Karunanidhi, comparing him unfavourably with
Amirthaingam. Those nea the front clealy head the remark. This was quickly
followed upby a politicad spokesman with something printable. The audencewas thus
given an insight into the g/nicism and anger governing mutual relations between Tigers
and their adua and aspiring Indian godfathers. On the surfaceit would appea that the
Tigers have much to thank Karunanidhi for. Despite the fad that the Tigers kept
Karunanidhi a a distance when MGR was dive, he had campaigned for the Tigers
when Indian soldiers were dying fighting them, he deliberately dighted the Indian army,
he was lenient, to say the least, with Tiger operations in Tamil Nadu and even faced
widespread acasations over the killi ng of EPRLF leadersin Madras on 1%th June.

Their relations with Subramaniam Swamy too show smilar symptoms.
Mr.Swamy has been quoted in the pressto the dfed that he had made the @nnedion
for the Tigersto train with the Isradi Mossad, that does a thriving businessin helping
some of the worst governments to suppress both violent and non-violent liberation
movements. The caise of his present disllusonment with the LTTE is attributed by
him, on the faceof it, to persona displeasure with Balasngam of the LTTE. It isin the
nature of these politicians to pick up something and drop it on mere fancy. Thelevel of
their sense of responsibility is such that the fate of a whole people may hinge on their
moods and on persona consderations. The LTTE too may not be dle to understand
that these individuals do not have the cgadty to do everything it requires of them. To
the LTTE, they are todls to the goa of an agreament with Delhi - not for influencein
India but for Delhi's d on a sub-contrad giving the Tigers exclusive rights over the
fate of Tamilsin the North-Eadt.
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The opportunism of Indian politicians who play with such phenomena and
srengthen them without the sense of responghility to understand what it is al about,
can cost India dearly. Asit is, the Tigers have an image far in excess of their materia
strength - What is after all left of Ceylon Tamil society? Its apparent success will inspire
groups with grievances to imitate its methods. Perhaps after the phenomenon collapses
- if only out of sheer material exhaustion - some future Indian artists would represent
goddess Kali with the face of a Tigress.

India still appears to view the Tamil problem exclusively in terms of its foreign
policy ams. It is yet to understand what is happening to the Tamils and take
respongbility for past mishandling. Apart from the needless suffering caused to
civilians, it has not admitted responsibility for the crud fate suffered by TNA conscripts
and the fact that arms left behind by India were used in the massacres of Mudim
civilians. Until there is a change, there will be more tragedies - both here and in India

Those in the South who spend too much time accusing India of foul play,
should face up to the fact that it was July 1983 that opened the floodgates for this ugly
episode. If they would only actively face up to their responghility - which they have
consgtently failed to do - there will be no room for Indian interference. They cannot
bomb civilians and daughter by the thousands and think redlistically that nothing
would move in India. They fail to understand that they do not have the same choices
and influence as in 1956.

2.10 Why did the Tamil Intellectuals Fail?

In closing we present the views of a young man who was an active member of
the militant cause half a dozen of years ago. He is not an academic, but through the
hard school of life he has earned highly enviable skills that would have made him a
millionaire in the West in no time. But he remains in the country because of a strong
emotional and political commitment. Being fluent in al three languages, he roams the
country in various guises, active now in human rights work. We present his views as
something seldom heard and extremely valuable in understanding the crisis:

"A large number of Tamils are in a Sate of despair, Stting helplesdy at what
may be the threshold of their find doom. Apart from the vindictive havoc brought
about by the Sri Lankan forces, there is internd represson which does not alow us
space even to re-evauate. | blame the Tamil intellectuas for this Sate of affairs. Today
they wring thelr hands and say what could we have done when our lives were
threatened? Was this aways true? The sgns were there a decade ago and the
intellectuals could have checked it.

"The massacre of over a hundred and fifty Sinhalese, including women and
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children, a Anuradhapura in May 1985 was a aime that bladened the name of the
militant cause by bringing it down to the level of the Sri Lankan forces. Again the
intellecduals sy that they were ather unwilli ng or scared to condemn it. Then there is
the other dishonest line that we had frequently head from intelleduals: "Dont criticise
them openly. After dl they risk their lives. Tell them privately, they will li sten.” It isa
fad that alarge number from al groups gave their lives. But what is happening today is
an insult to &l of them. | know from a friend who was close to Das of the TELO, that
when the Indian RAW approadhed him about carrying out the Anuradhapura massaae,
he was horrified. The LTTE agreed at leat partly becaise it wanted to endea itsdlf to
the RAW, above the TELO. When we look bad at how the LTTE had worked, how it
systematicaly and petiently targeted individuals who were achdlenge to it, it had a
very clea mind where its priorities were @ncened. Its record in this resped is far
more impressve than its military one.

"Yet again and again many intelleduals have seen the whole Tamil cause &
banking on this organisation, repeaedly trying to polish the surfaceof what was rotten
within, and a the same time giving an intelledua polish to their cowardice A key
reason why they did not see & dternative to the LTTE stemmed from the psychology
of their class There were hedthy attempts a dternatives to the LTTE, but the
intellecuals refused to seethem and thus wegkened them. If these atempts had been
supported, the fate of the Tamils would have been different.

"Take the EPRLF for instance, which hed started showing symptoms of rot by
1984 In 1985two EPRLF men shot deal a psychiatric patient in Chunnekam. There
was a public protest baded by the LTTE. This was amongst the exceptionaly few
killi ngs for which the EPRLF was responsible before the Accord. The EPRLF agreed
to inquire into the incident and punish the ailprits. The heads of the ailprits were
shaven and they were tied to posts publicly at the Chunnekam merket. They were
removed only when the LTTE ingtigated the aowd to stone them. Hasthe LTTE ever
admitted a mistake or held a public inquiry into a complaint againg itself? When the
TELO wes inhumanly dedmated and the inteleduas were slent, the EPRLF
organised a public protest. One was aways able to walk into an EPRLF camp, say
anything about them and walk out in one piece Until the time they were banred, they
did keegp a spaceopen for the public to protest. But the intelleduals largely despised
them, seang them through spedades coloured by caste and class

"But thiswas not the cae with ordinary common people who have throughout
shown a sense of decancy and dsplayed gus. | neal not reped the many incidents
where ordinary people ®lledively and individudly refused to bow down to
oppresson. This, despite the fad that there was no aone to proted them. At the end of
1986when the LTTE had launched a hunt for EPRLF members on the run, a friend of
mine in avill age in Jaffnawhom | was visiting, was asked about me. My friend told the
questioner the truth, that 1 never had any conredion. Another LTTE member stepped
in and dammed my friend in the face causng him to fal. He got up and went home
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bleeding from the mouth. Later he went to the bank and cleared dl his savings. He
gaveit al to me and told me to get his family out of there if anything happened to him.
He then went to the loca LTTE camp, pushed the sentries asde and walked in. He
then beat two others who came to stop him. Next he caught the person who had
assaulted him, dammed him againgt the wall and beat him. He then told the LTTE men
that he had been born in that village and that he would continue to live there. He did
that and the LTTE did not touch him. The LTTE was often afrad of such
determination. What was he after al? - an ordinary son of the soil. Our intellectuals
never measured up to such levels. My friend is abroad now."
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CHAPTER -3

THE EXPULSI ON AND EXPROPRI ATI ON OF MUSLI MS I N THE
NCRTH

3.1 Early Signs:

If this particular episode has any historicd paralels, one may be the treament
of Jews in Germany during the interval separating Hitler's accesson to power and the
outbre& of war in 1939 During this period of risng harassment and intimidation,
large numbers of Jews, Albert Einstein among them, left everything they had and left
Germany for good. Why did the politics of Tamil liberation have to take such a murse?
We have seen that once the politics was on the murse of defying ground redities, it
deepened dvisons, creaed hatreds and feas. Then these in turn came in handy for
mobili sation of support. The use of caste, subtle though it is, isthere. But has not been
made apart of politicd discourse. Although the LTTE has a large number of reauits
from the lower cagtes, as it once had many Mudims, many high caste Tamils would
condone measures against EPRLF supporters on the presumption that they are low
cagte. In recait months about a dozen and a half Tamil households from Chavakaderi
have been reportedly taken into custody after expropriation. Such moves of colledive
adion without reference to norms of justice, had moved the strugde into a new league
of depravity, and perversion.

Where the Es was concerned, there was a @nflict of interests between
Mudims and Tamils, but & a manageddle level. The dan of events involving the
LTTE's antipathy to Mudim politicd groupings, the massaae of Mudim policemen
and the government's use of Mudim home guards, the LTTE's massaae of Mudim
passengers a Kurukkal Madam, counter massaaes by home guards on government
ingtigation and so on, led to atota breakdown of commund relations in the Eadt. Like
the government in the South, the LTTE in the North, gave its one sded presentation of
developments. It becane an unspoken cliché that Mudims were traitors. A number of
intelleduals and the printed word began to bre&k a 35 yea old tradition which
categorised Mudims as part of the Tamil spesing nation. Now they began to say that
Mudims were different.

But in every way Mudims and Tamils in the North hed been traditionally totally
integrated into locd life & interdependent communities. There were Mudim traders,
talors, iron mongers, labourers and scholars. More recettly, severa of them took to
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farming in the Killinochchi area As part of the aena of culture and scholarship,
Musdlims formed an important component of the University of Jaffna. There was no
conflict a al. Jaffna, once bereft of its Snhalese, and now of its Mudims, would
indeed be apoor sort of place It may be alded, that, busnessmen being as $arp as
they are, several Mudim businessmen, like severa of their Tamil counterparts, had read
the Signs yeas ago, and were in the processof shifting cgpital to the South. This does
not apply to smal traders and poorer Mudims.

3.2 Chavakacheri:

The fad that the first incidents began at Chavakaderi is dso conreded with
the LTTE boasting its presence and fadlities in a big way in Thenmaratchi. Military
digpositions had adso been prepared ogtensbly to abandon Vaikamam if the
government forces made aserious thrust. The socia environment was also relatively
more ®nducive to the mobilisation of vigilantes. The expluson of entire families
conneded with EPRLF personsis also sgnificant.

On 4th September, viglantes beat up Mudims worshippers ingde the
Chavakaderi Mosque. The vigilantes were handed over by Mudimsto thelocd LTTE
camp. Some dders cdled for an inquiry. The dders were reportedly told, "You are a
minority. Those who bed you upare from the mgority comnmunity. It is therefore not
appropriate for us to take adion againgt them." Such thinking suggests that many of
the present cadre do not know the history of anti-Tamil violence since 1958 The
incident was not reported in the media.

By the end of September, the Mudims in Chavakaderi were warned that they
should be prepared for an expuson order. Following the end of the firsd week in
October, a very senior LTTE leader visted Vakara in the Batticdoa digtrict in the
East where ati-Mudim feding was rife following recent incidents. This grongly
suggests that the LTTE regarded some mgjor adion againgt Mudims as a means of
regaining its tattered credibility in the East. On 15th October, Mudimsin Chavakaderi
were asked to leave the peninsula. They were forced out without being able to cary
hard eaned valuable items guch as fridges and fans. The following report was given by
sourcesfromthat area

"The Mudims houses were looted and ransacked and they were treaed in the
most brutal manner. In effed, the liberators behaved like an invading army on
the binge. The LTTE cadre pocketed whatever article, such as et bottles,
that they could pocket. In one house, the bridal attire (kooral) of ayoung lady,
married on 30th June, was removed. The owners had been asked to vacde
their houses, leaving the woman of the house in charge when the LTTE came
to take the inventory. One man hed taken his wife leaving a 60 yea old lady
behind. When asked, he replied, “Sincethey are behaving like an invading army,
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like the IPKF and the Sri Lankan army, there is no guaranteethat my wife
would be safe.”

3.3 Mannar, 21st - 28th October:

The acounts given in this sdion and the next have been pieced together from
Tamil sourcesin Jaffna and Mannar, and Mudlim refugees now in the South.

In order to carry out this “operation’ which the LTTE has understandably been
slent about, it drew on some imperia traditions. LTTE cadre from the East with anti-
Mudim fedings, who had been involved in massaaes of Mudims, were inducted into
the North. Locd leaders without reason or feding to make adigtinction between
Mudims and Tamils were puzded and sometimes disturbed, but were ordered to co-
operate. In Mannar Mudim iron- mongers and craftsmen hed even manufadured
wegonsfor the LTTE.

Shortly after cadre from Karikdan's Eastern group had been inducted into
Mannar, they pounced upon the Mudim village & Erukkalampiddy at 11.00 pm. on
214 October. It is reported that about 300cadre took part in the operation. 70% of the
1200households were robbed of mainly cash and jewellery, and were dso threaened.

Fathima Umaloo was a widow of 29 with a baby, who eaned a living
pounding rice flour and fetching firewood. Much of her capital conssted of a1 1/2
sovereign gold chain. Thiswas plucked off her.

Proctor Saburdeen was a lealing locd citizen, whose brother was present
when the LTTE arrived. The house had some caes of dedricd items, left there for
safety by Tamils in preparation for the Sri Lankan army’s long expeded arriva. The
brother not knowing this, denied having eledricd items. After searching, an LTTE man
placel a pistol over his head and fired. In a state of shock, the brother helped them to
al they wanted.

C.S.Suleyman and sons, a trader in dedricd items, had cleaed his $0p in
preparation for the Sri Lankan army’s arrival and had stored his goods at his son-in-
law's a Erukkalampiddy. After the LTTE's operation, he started distributing his goods
freeto locds. On recaving intelligence of this, the LTTE warned him to get the things
badk by 5.00 pm. on the 24th.

On the 24th a 4.00 pm, the LTTE made apublic announcement by loud
spedker: "All Mudims living in Mannar idand should leare by 28th October. Before
leaving, they must seek permisson and cleaance d the LTTE Office The LTTE will
dedde their exit route.”
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Most Tamils were utterly disturbed by this. A meding of locd citizens was
arranged for the 25th morning. The Bishop who was at Madhu could not come. Those
who met included Roman Catholic dergy, officids from Save the Children Fund,
Chrigtian laymen and other lealing citizens. Following the meding at MARR ceantre, a
delegation went to seethe locd LTTE leader Suresh (former student, Univ. of Jaffna)
and asked for the order to be rescinded. Suresh explained that it is an order from the
hierarchy and it was beyond his control. A Jaffna dtizen who was there darted
feltering, saying that if the leadership had dedded, then they must leave it. But some of
the Roman Catholic dergy in particular pressed the matter, demanding that if he was
not in control, then to reved who wasin control. Suresh replied that the Mannar group
was not involved, but the Batticdoa group was in charge. The dergy demanded that he
should arrange ameding for them with whoever can make adedsion and argued why
the expuson was unaccegtable. Suresh findly said, "The dedsion is undlterable,
becaise it is a prophetic dedsion by the leader himsdf." This, he said, they would
understand in the fullness of time. However, he promised a reprieve of the order for
two days for further consultations. The delegation immediately went to the Mosque &
Erukkalampiddy, and asked the Mudimsto stay put.

The LTTE was placal in an awkward position with Tamils confronting its
order to the Mudims. But the LTTE was not short of tricks up its deeve. The LTTE
pounced on Erukkalampiddy for the seand time on the 26th right, and robbed it of
goods which were this time mnveniently padked up After day bre&, the Mudimstold
Fr.Croos that after this ssmnd time they could not possbly stay, adding that these
chaps who had killed in the East were merely asking them to go. They may as well
thankfully go with their livesintad. Fr.Croos approacded the LTTE again and obtained
an extension until 2nd November. Ironicdly, agood proportion of the goods looted by
the LTTE were goods left by Tamils with Mudim friends for safety, in anticipation of
loating by the Sri Lankan army. Each Mudim family was dlowed to take one
sovereign of gold, Rs.2,00Q- cash and five travel bags per family. Printed forms were
given for clearance

On 28th October, the Tigers ®ded Erukkaampiddy village and Tamils were
forbidden to go into the Mudim area All dedings with Mudims were banned. Tamils
were dowed to remove their own goods only with permisson. A boy, who had
removed his family's goods given for safe-keeping, was badly assaulted the previous
day. He had first been stopped and asked to go to the LTTE camp. Instead he thought
of taking the cat home and going to the camp later.

The Mudims from Puthukudruppy Thargpuram, Uppukdam and
Erukkalampiddy were taken to the bead at a placenea Erukkaampiddy known as
"Five Coconut Trees, and were left there until they could find boats. They had to spend
nights in the open in rainy weaher with o conveniences and no boutique to dbtain
food and water. On the 28h the MARR (Mannar Asciation for Refugee
Rehabili tation) purchased al the bread baked in Manmar and obtained the LTTE's
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permission to take bread and water to the Mudims. Over three days, the Mudims made
their exit to Kapitiya, 60 miles South, by sea. Boats owned by Mudim fishermen in
Mannar and Kapitiya were used. The journey was often hazardous in crowded boats.
There was at least one case of a parent numbed by cold, dropping a child into the sea
and not knowing it for some time. To the old and the sickly, who had not known any
place in the world, but Mannar idand, the emotional and physical strain of the remova
may prove fata.

On the manland of Mannar, which included centres with large Mudim
populations such as Vidathathivu, Adampan, Mullikulam, Vaddakandal, Periyamadu,
Parappankandal and Murunkan, an announcement was made on the 25th that Mudims
should surrender dl ther vehicles, fuel, eectricd items and bicycles at the loca
Mosgue or school. The following day, 26th, they were asked to register at the loca
LTTE Office and leave, using travel arrangements provided by the LTTE. They were
first taken to Madhu, where they were checked. They were next checked thoroughly at
Pandivirichchan. Cash and jewellery above what was permitted was removed and
receipts were issued. the next check at VVavuniya amounted to further robbery. LTTE
cadre arbitrarily removed what they wished - cash, jewdlery and even thermos flasks.
Many Mudims were stranded in Vavuniya with nowhere to go. Many who had places
to go to, did not have the cash to pay their train fare.

3.4 Jaffna, 30th October:

On 30th morning at 7.30 am. a loud speaker announcement called upon all
Mudims to assemble at Osmania stadium. This they did in a Sate of puzzlement. The
meeting was addressed by LTTE leaders Karikalan and Anjaneyar. Karikalan had been
in charge of Batticaloa operations. Karikalan told them that al Mudims would have to
leave Jaffna. They can go to their so-caled leader Ashraff, he said, who would provide
them with food and shelter in the Amparai or Batticaloa districts. They were told that
no harm would be done to them as Mudims in the East had done to Tamils through
looting, killing and rape. Therr lives were being given to them as a beggarly portion, he
added. Findlly, they were given two hours to leave. They were informed that al their
possessions were earned in Tamil Edlam, and were given the concession of taking
aong Rs.500/- and perhaps a sovereign of gold. They were released at 10.00 am.

The reasoning closdly pardleled the judtifications given for the July 1983
violence againgt Tamils in generd. The LTTE leaders spoke in the same threatening
vein that several government ministers did at that time. These LTTE leaders may not
know Tamil history. But they had an unerring instinct for what was required on such
occasions.

The Mudims were dumbfounded and were too shaken to decide in two hours
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what to take ad what not to. Tamil friends and neighbours who too were very upset
and attempted to go to the Mudims were prevented. At 1200 pm. Mudims were to
report to chedk points a Manohara Thedre, Oddumadam and Five Junction, with a
few others. Many were dedked at their homes before they left. At Manohara the men
were aked to park their bicycles on the other sde of the road and were dedked on the
road itself. The woman were taken indde to be examined by femae calre. The
treament was humiliating and the looters behaved as though people retaining their
meagre hard eaned possessons were aiminals. One woman was made to remove her
brassers and part with jewelery hidden ingde. One Tigress s$arted removing the ea
suds of a Mudim girl. Losing petience dter removing one, she puled the other,
leaving the girl with a torn, bleading ea. Documents removed from people included
their property deeds as well as Jnasakthi (Janasaivya) documents. Some female cadre
crowed triumphantly that the Mudims were being taught a lesson for not contributing
the two sovereigns of gold asked for ealier. Thiswaswhy, they said, they had cleverly
given them only two hours notice

A tallor from Five Junction who had shops in Urumpirai, Chunnekam and
Pt.Pedro, has logt al his capita and has sx children to mind. When the exodus was
about to begin, his family was dready in a van and he aranged some things on the
hood before getting in. He was pushed out by an LTTE cadre despite his pleas and was
asked to wait for another vehicle. He got into a lorry a 9.00 pm. He landed in a
refugee canp in Colombo. By the end of two weeks, he had obtained no information
about his family.

Thameama (37), wife of Namlan (49), is mentaly depressed and is being gven
medicd attention. During the final chedk Rs.25,000Q- worth of cash and jewels which
they had hidden was robbed. Thameama's friend and neighbour Asia (37) died of grief
during the journey. Asias body was interred in Colombo. Members of the Mudim
community also complained that some of their young were beaen on suspicion and
were detained.

Acoording to Mudim sources 15 Mudims from Jaffna, 3 from Chavakaderi
and 10 from Mannar were detained for ransom payments totalling severd tens of
milli on rupees. Amongst Mudims detained were Mubeen, big businessman and former
UNP organiser from Jaffna, Sultan from Chavakadheri, Subraan (Jamalthees Nabi), an
Idamic leader, (Sinna) Thaheg, tallor and Teliz.

Mubeen's wife once pleaded with the LTTE to show her husband once She
was asked to sdll their capital in Colombo and produce Rs.10 million.

3.5 General Reactions & Future Prospects:
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Throughout this entire operation Mudims underwent a grea ded of anxiety.
Communications were so bad that Mudims in one aea did not know what was
happening to those in others. Mudims in Jaffna did not know what was happening to
those in Mannar and those on Mannar idand had no communication with those on the
mainland. 46% of the popuation in Mannar Didrict (Tota: About 150000 was
Mudim. Ther anxieties began when anti-Mudim pressarticles garted appeaing. Then
a Mudim businessman in Chavakaderi was victimised and a story was greal that he
was giving information through a walkie talkie. Except for the vigilantes and their
admirers, people were scepticd. The Mudims had also pad little dtention to
happenings in the East. They had next to no conredions with the Mudimsin the Eadt.
Some said, "We have never seen them nor had married among them®. To think of
Northern Mudims as supporters of Adhraff's SLMC was $eea paanciaonthe LTTE's
part. The SLMC's politics offered no attradions to the Northern Mudims, just as the
politics of Tamil Eelam offered nothing to the Hill country Tamils and even the Eastern
Tamils had grave pradicd doubts. The Northern Mudims had never evinced a desire
to be politicaly adive, or to chalenge Tamil nationalism. It is sid that when a Mudim
was MP for Manrar, he was very cordia with the Tamils and understandably did a lot
to enhance Mudim trade - his main concern. The LTTE's paranoia pardlels that of the
government which encouraged massve violence ajainst Hill Country Tamils in 1983
for something that happened in Jaffna. Amongst the Muslim comnunities expelled was
onein Vattakadchi, that was involved in agriculture, rather than trade.

During this operation the Northern Mudims were left in no doubt about who
was responsible for the massaaes of Mudims in the East. This was used to thregen
them both implicitly as well as explicitly. the importance of Karikalan's boys in the first
move itself had a macdre messge. The mood among expelled Mudims ranges from
resignation to extreme bitterness Some say, "We must be thankful that our lives were
spared.” The bulk of them fed very upset at the thought they were fully integrated into
the life of the North and had lived beside Tamils and then, this had happened to them.
Some fed a sense of satisfadion that their Tamil neighbours had largely stood by them.
Others nurse bitternessagainst Tamil civili ans whom they fed were only too glad of an
opportunity to rob their property - smilar to some Mudim sedions bading the adions
of Mudim home guardsin the East.

It is now inevitable that Mudims of the North will becme politicised even if
interests are too divergent for them to find comnmon cause with Eastern Mudims.
Nealy al of them want the Sri Lankan army to over run the North. If the amy isin
ocaupetion, shee ecnomic nead may impel them to go bad to their homes. Though
provenly a disaster, the idea of Mudim home guards is drealy being sold to the
Mannar Mudims. The televison showed the Minister of Idamic Affairs telling the
home guard reauits, "The seaurity forces have problems, such as language, when they
operate there. So you must help them.” The risk for the Eastern cycle repeding itsalf in
the North must now be taken serioudly. If that happens there will be much doodshed in
areas such as Manrer.
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Even if it is indifferent to human suffering, why did the LTTE choose such a
course? The short answer isthat in its experienceit has nothing to lose by such amove,
athough the Tamils would have logt by turning Mudims from friends into sworn
enemies. How the government has and would use such a deavage is predictable. This,
the LTTE too would welcome. More avili an frustration would mean more support and

more reaquits. ]jna_ts_the_naute_of_the_pohnc&uhmh_must_compenﬁe_toLms

The motive of robbery too would have weghed crltlcdly in theee proceedlngs
Kidnapping, ransom, taxation and adivities of such ilk have been a mgjor part of the
LTTE's thrust from the time that the IPKF's departure was imminent. Earlier, it had
the, often adive, support of the government. The manner in which the Sri Lankan
government is handling the airrent Stuation, may drive d the cmmunities in the
North-East to look badk on the days of the IPKF presence, as by comparison, halcyon
days, with al its attendant consequences.

To Tamilswith their religious ensibili ties, shuttered dwelli ngs emptied of living
souls and slent Mosgues that no longer make their cals to prayer, remain a haunting
presence, boding some futureiill.

Late Addtion: Acoording t Mudim refugeesources, their elders are extremely worried
about large numbers of their sons going for training in the use of arms. They describe
this trend as unstoppable & it was with Tamil youth in the wake of July 1983 They
have no ill usons about where it will | ead to. Many of them reportedly have expressed a
willi ngnessto talk to the LTTE if there is ome prosped of a @mpromise that will halt
thistrend.

These sources are not clea about who is responsible for the training. The
government which is far from happy about independent Mudim politicd groupings
would ceatainly not encourage aty armed adivity by Mudims outside home guard wnits
and the amed forces.
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CHAPTER -4

REPORTS

The onset of the season of give and take gopeas to have induced the two sides
to participate in a combined operation in Manmar idand. This was an operation
conducted with shopping lists rather than with hit lists. All shoppers were looking for
eledricd items, jewelery, sarees, motor cycles and bicycles - the minimal necessties of
life that have beame luxuries in this country. By comnon understanding, both sides
used the aurrency of the North-East - not Rupees, but Grabits.

As the first part of the operation, the LTTE looted the Mudims from 21 -
28th October [See Chapter 3]. the Tamils who were heat broken at seeng what
happened to the Mudims, soon turned their thoughts to the other group of shoppers,
whose arival was now inevitable. The masta areawas bombarded from air and seain
preparation for the landing, on 1st November. One avilian was kill ed as the result of
this. The LTTE which was itself preparing to leare without waiting to welcome the
new arrivals, advised those in town to move towards Sunry Village. A group of
civilians on the way to Sunny Village met another group coming from Sunry Village
who said that they were mming because the amy was going to land there. Both
groups good in confusion in the soaking rain rea the hospita, where they had met.
Then others came and warned them sternly not to loiter about asthe amy was coming,
and to get into churches and schodls.

The amy arrived and there were no further civilian causdities. The refugees
sayed in their camps for a week. When they got home they found pradicdly every
house ransacked with valuable items removed. Items removed included sationary,
presumably to inform those & home @out the progressof the shopping. Ladies who
had Kanchipuram sarees not fashionable in the South, discovered to their happiness
that they had a dange of clothes. Some were lucky enough to get bad their bicycles
and motor cycles. The rest of the shopping was sipped to the South. In the end there
was ©me season's chee al round. The Mudim and Tamil resdents could say, "We ae
thankful that they spared our lives." The others had the goodies.

By the end of November no food relief had been brought into Manrar. Quite
appropriately, the population hed to ply their tummies with drum-sticks (murungaikkai)
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- the only fruit or vegetable available in Manrer, besides coconuts.

As things quietened down, a young lady approadhed a young army officer to
obtain permisson to travel to Colombo. The officer, in a public relations mood,
inquired after her well-being and asked if she was pleased that the operation hed been
conducted without any lossof life,. The young lady reminded him that the population
were now paupers and refugees without even a dange of clothes. Feding embarrassed
the officer patiently explained: "You see | am from a good family whose name is
renowned in retional sports. Steding is neither a part of my nature nor upbringing.
The first group of soldiers we send on an operation like this are thugs. We ae mindful
that they may not come badk. So we do not placetoo many restrictions on them. We
just tell them to avoid killing civilians. That is the best we @uld do. If you have awy
problem, now, do tell us. We will take immediate ation.” The officer also informed the
lady that 60 swords were recovered from the LTTE office and asked why a liberation
group needed swords.

One does fed sorry for the hopelessplight of such officers. The bankruptcy of
both parties is such that to fight this war, ead is usng sedions of its ciety that are
cornered and have few options in life. The LTTE is using children from among the
Tamil poor, and the government is usng the poor state of the eonomy to get its
reauits. But there is an important difference After decales of bungling and brutality,
the government's task is that much herder and requires charader, patience and wisdom.
The LTTE is uncetain about its ends, but is very clea about its tadics. Against such
clarity attended by the expeded success if the government can only send in thiskind of
an army, the future of those like the young officer is unenviable. Judgng by press
reports, there ae rumblings within the amy.

Loating being an officialy sanctioned pettern of army adivity is now clealy
established. [Seeour ealier reports]. When the question of compensation for civilian
survivors comes up, where will the money come from? From the national defence
budget, from the Presdent’s National Defence Fund, or will it be put before the Paris
aid group meding in October 1991?

4.2  Feeding the Fishes:

Following the operation in Manrar idand (See 4.1) one ship bringing locted
goods and aready unloaded in Colombo, when a semnd was on its way in ealy
November. A radio messge was recaved conveying an order from the defence
authorities not to bring any moreloat into port. Two motor cars, four motor cycles and
severa bags were then dumped into the sea Many of the bags were seen floating for a
long time.
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4.3 Headless bodies in the East:

We drew attention to this phenomenon which transpired in the Amparai
Digtrict during late September and ealy October. The Idand of 1.11.90 caried a
report obtained independently in its front page. There was a sharp readion from the
Minister of Defence who claimed that he had ordered an inquiry. The result of the
inquiry was adenia couched in thregening tones in a Defence Ministry broadcast over
news bulletins and pwblished in the Sunday Observer of 4th November. All relevant
presscuttings are given below:

["Theldand" 1st November 1997

Headlessbodies washed ashore
From our Ampara Corr.

A number of headlessbodies of adut maes have been washed ashore
in Akkaraipattu and Tirukovil recently.

It appeas that the nedks have been cut with some guill otine type
machine, as the ait gppeas very fine and smoaoth which is not possble with
any sword.

Fifty-yea old MrsPeriyathamby Marimuthu of Vinayagapuram
identified one of the bodies washed ashore & one resembling that of her son
cdled Rgendiran dias Rgu aged 19 Acoording to eye-witnessabout 32 such
bodies had been washed ashore and "the Idand” understands that inquests were
not held into these killi ngs.

Whenever a body is washed ashore, the people living in the locdity
bury it on the bead itsdlf. They explained that the law is deal in this areg and
there is no person in authority to entertain such complaints.

["Theldand" 2nd November]
How does'Thelsland’ get reports before me? asks Ranjan

Plantation Industries Minisger and State Minister for Defence Ranjan Wijeratne said
yesterday that 'The Idand' in its ‘verbatim report’ of last week's Cabinet, news
conference had gven an acarrate verson of what he told journalistsin reply to
a question why the seaurity forces did not take adion to prevent the LTTE
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from holding a meding a Vavettutura. "l said that it could not be done
becaise of the lad of initiative on the part of the forces. The "Daily News'
reported it as "ladk of ammunition”. "The Idand" had it corredly. They give a
verbatim report. The "Dally News' put me in a mess It let me down. "The
Idand" report was acarate.... it gaveit verbatim", the Minister said.

When Mr.Wijeratne was asked at yesterday's Cabinet Press briefing about "The Idand"
report of 30 heallessbodies being in Akkaraipattu, the Minister replied, "How
isit that "The Idand” getsit before | do?' He direded Defence Seaetary, Gen.
Cyril Ranatunge, who was present at the @nference to make anote of that
and submit areport.

Investigations conducted reveded that newspaper reports which
appeaed on 1t Nov. 1990to the dfed that a number of headlessbodies of
adut males were washed ashore in Akkaraipattu were found to be not, only
basdless but also fase and mischievous. The Asg.Govt. Agent of Thambiluvil
and Tirukkovil has denied the discovery of any bodies with or without heads.
He stated that the Grama Niladari for Vinayagapuram reported that there were
no such bodies as reported in the media. The  dtizens committeefor Peace ad
Nationa harmony, Akkaraipattu South and Thambiluvil state that they were
not aware of any such incident. The Presdent of the Federation of
Akkaraipattu Mosques found no truth in the dlegation.

The manner of the inquiry is a omment on the state of law and of the judicia process
in this country. What happened? As was to be expeded, alocd seaurity forces official
approadhed leading locd citizens and demanded a statement of denia. Acoording to
our information, a letter was given to the dfed, saying truthfully, that the said number
of heallessbodies did not appea on any one day. The officia came bad later saying
that he was not satisfied. A se@nd letter was then given.

44 in 1

On 24th January 1991, the Colombo press broke the news of 27 Sinhalese
peasants massaaed by the LTTE in Maha Oya. The contingent of seaurity forces and
home guards guarding a village in the aeahad apparently left when they were fired
upon. The dead consisting 15 children, 7 woman and five men, were buried in asingle
grave the following day.

"The Idand' said in an editorid comment: "The savage massaae of hapless
civilians .... brings into question that infamous organisation’s clams to be fighting for



57

rights or freedoms of any kind ....these horrific killings in Maha Oya can only be
interpreted as an atempt to fan the flames of ethnic hodility to even fiercer
temperatures...."

The Idand and the Colombo press, not through ignorance, missed out
important elements in the tragedy. Both the government and the LTTE have been
involved in shows of strength through a series of massacres of civilians. We follow
from where we left off in earlier reports.

During the second week of December 1990, the LTTE ambushed an STF
vehicle in Panama killing 7 STF men in the first incident of that kind in the STF
controlled area. The STF was then escorting Sinhdese students for O.Leve
examinations.

According to information made available to us, about 54 Tamils over awide
areawere killed by the STF in reprisas. Victims were picked up from Periyanilawanai
and Padiruppu. Those picked up at Kalaru included 4 members of one family. Some of
those picked up were students going from Kurumanveli to Kalmunai for O.Leve
examinations. Among those picked up were two teachers. One was from
Thurainilawanai and another was Sritharan from Kottakallaru. Five women from the
37th colony at Paaiadivattai, 5 miles from Velaveli, were raped by Sinhalese home
guards from the 32nd colony, during this period.

4.5  An experience in Eravur during and after the Massacre - August-
September 1990:

the man concerned hails from Jaffna and was employed in Eravur. In August the LTTE
placed a land mine near his place of work. Fearing norma army reaction, he, and
severa others with him, took refuge with Mudims. Later the Mudimstold them that it
was not safe for them because of Mudim home guards armed by the government. They
then walked about half an hour and took shelter with some Tamils. That same night
(12th) two armed persons whom everyone took to be LTTE cadre, came to that area
and asked them to leave, saying that they were going to attack Eravur. They then
moved to Chenkaladi. the attack which commenced at 10.30 or 11.00 p.m. went on till
the following morning.

Asked why the army did not intervene, he replied that they had been in
Chenkaladi only two days and would not have known the area to move out
confidently. According to him, "Ranjan Wijeratne came the following day and armed
more Mudims and went away. Over the next two days the army went on arampage a
Chenkaladi. Since that time armed Mudlims have been killing Tamils who went back to
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look over ther property”.

According to this man, the local opinion was that the Tigers had conducted the
massacre at Eravur, because they were desperate and thought they could create friction
between Sinhalese and Mudims. While we do not know enough to comment on this, it
is sgnificant, that according to a Mudim source in Eravur, the attackers had spoken
Sinhalese!

This man and his party then moved into the refugee camp a the Eastern
University. Several of them worked with the Red Cross. There were adeguate
provisions and eectricity, and the refugees began to fed comparatively relaxed. This
angered the Tigers who came to the camp and accused them of living comfortably
while they suffered in the jungle, and left after warning them that they were going to
attack Mudims. Thus began the panic stricken exodus from Vantharumoolai into snake
infested jungles, starvation and disease.

The man found his way back to Jaffna, where the genera belief was that the
army had killed the Mudims. The man held histongue and hislife.

4.6 Recent Developments in the Batticaloa District:

About 17th January, the army commenced an operation in the Vakara area.
Two columns of troops moved into that area, one from Polonnaruwa and one from
Batticaoa. According to sources from the area, over 100 civilians who had taken
refuge in the jungles were killed during the operation. Most of them were those who
had been made to move out from the Eastern University and other refugee camps by
the LTTE, last September.

Militant groups operating with the Sri Lankan army are now said to be moving
freely around Batticaloa and the phenomenon of revenge killings has again begun.
About 5 persons with alleged LTTE connections were killed recently. The severed
head of a TELO man was placed before the house of an alleged TELO supporter. A
principa from Araipattai, Mr.Nallaratnam, who was involved in peace efforts between
the Tamils and Mudims was killed 2 months ago.

The lives and the well being of refugees has become a lethal form of political
footbal. Shortly before the September exodus, 158 persons were taken away by the
army from the Eastern University refugee camp. The army later admitted having taken
144. 1t was clamed subsequently that only 32 were taken and that they were al
released. (See report by Rita Sebastian, Sunday Times, 4.11.90). None of those said to
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have been released readied their homes. The LTTE had vidted refugee canps. Some
have daimed that the disappeaances were the caise of the exodus. Other LTTE
sources claimed that it instigated the refugee exodus to save them from dissppeaing.
But many others routinely treaed LTTE vidts and army forays as part of the game
they had to survive and gaveit little atention. Rather than in terms of cause and effed,
this can only be understood in terms of the cdlousness of the government and the
cdculating destructivenessof the LTTE.

4.7 Jaffna

4.7.1 Jaffna Report (December 1990):

The LTTE's mobili sation of the people, through a mixture of persuasion and
coercion, to abserve national heroes week, brought about the expeded response from
government forces, but on a scde lower than expeded. Dearations, pandls and pubdlic
medings marked the week, beginnng 21t November. On 20th November Puttalai
Schoal, Pt.Pedro was bombed. There were no casudlties as it was outsde school
hours. During the same sesson, the LTTE officein Pt.Pedro was bombed. The bombs
mised the target and damaged neaby houses. The LTTE moved house without
difficulty. But neighbouring civili ans had to stay in their own houses warily awaiting the
semnd attempt. In Vaddukodda, a bomb amed at an LTTE target felled a pamyrah
tree As usud, for those nea LTTE establishments the dhoice was between leaving
their houses and risk losing them, and remain, risking the wrath of aeia marauders.

The LTTE overrunning the Mankulam camp resulted in more punitive
measures againgt civilians. Shells fired from land or seatowards an LTTE training area
a the end of November injured Mr.R.D.Mylvaganam of Navindil and his srvant girl.
Mr.Mylvaganam, a retired land office was milking his cow in the morning. Both were
treaed by the MSF. Another old lady living next to an arms fadory in Vadamaratchi
was advised to move by relatives who made reference to aeia bombing. The lady
replied that she was hardly concerned about the bombers, since the possbility of an
acadental explosion rext door weighed heavily on her mind.

On 6th December, a bomber circled Veayuthm schod, Pt.Pedro, where
dogans marking nationd heroes week were painted prominently on its wall. Puttalai
schod had been moved to this shod following the former being bombed.
Mr.Arulpragasam, a senior teader of the schod and circuit steward of the Methodist
Church, who was doing some work inside, had gone out of the schod to do some
shopping. He was killed, together with 5 others by the bomb(s) which missd the
schoad. Shells fired from Pelaly base on the same day, killed an ederly lady in
Urumpirai.
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The adivities by the forces provided an apt setting for the LTTE to campaign
on the ned to defend the land. Balasingam speking in Pt.Pedro explained the leader's
absence by saying that inspite of his advice to the cntrary, the leader felt shy of
meding the people until the goa of Tamil Eelam isredised. Y ogi, spesking in Manipay
gave hisline that there may come atime when al people would have to bea arms. This
time in a departure from its ealier stand, the EROS deal were included among the
martyrs. Thisissue had caused verba friction in 1987,

The emotiona climate resulting from these festivities was used to draw in more
children to bea arms. A typicd event was what took place & Sagara Vidyaayam,
Varani in ealy Decamber. The aealealer went to the schod with some of his men
and made arousing speed about everyone's obligation to defend the land. 12 children
went with the Tigers. When the parents went to the locd camp, they weretold that the
children were not there. It took them 3 days to tracewhere their children were being
held. On going there, 9 children ran into their parents armsin teas. 3 remained behind.

Vigtors to Jaffna @ming there dter an interval have described the human
scene & depressng. Hungry looking people moving from placeto placewith ther
meagre belongings, or going about with gunny bags and chits of paper in the hope of
obtaining relief.

Again as many sendtive observers have pointed out, whatever the exciting
distradions of military ups and downs, the people have lost, perhaps irreversibly. An
entire generation of young persons have been varioudy affeded. A large number of
persons who were eonomicdly sdlf-sufficient and possessed quelities of hard work
and honesty, have been driven to grinding poverty. While the dfeds on the eonomy in
the South are margina, the dfeds on the Jaffnafarmer are cdastrophic. Housawivesin
the South hed to put up with the minor inconvenience of items such as potatoes and
onions, normaly exported from the North in large quantities, shoot up in price Owing
to a blight in the South potatoes $ot up from Rs.28/- to Rs.70/- per kilo. The Jaffna
farmer who is unable to export these together with other crops would in Amy cases €l
a aloss Thus there is presaire on a large sedion of the popuation to turn to
radketeeging of one kind or the other in order to survive.

Ancther irony of the strugde is that the mgor source of cash inflow has
bemme sdaries paid by the alversary to government servants. The eonomy has to
adjust itself s0 that everyone gets a share. Many in productive work have taken to
some vocaion that will give them a share of this resource A common ocaupetion is to
hawk goods in short supdy at highly inflated prices. Agents make money in charging
heary commisgons from cashing sdlary cheques. With transportation to Colombo
disrupted, there ae atronomicd profits to be made in transportation. On the way
vill agers and boatmen extort money to help people aossflood waters or to cary the
elderly. A large part of the money again findsits way bad to Colombo - a cnsiderable
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part of it into the hands of travel agents congtantly getting Tamils aaoss fodl-proof
barriersin the West.

There ae fedures of the arrent war which are ommon to al wars. Every war
has produced its radketeas and arms manufadurers who were anply rewarded for
their patriotism. But through the tragedy there dso dften developed new forms of
social organisation, new ideds, a spirit of reconcili ation and new ingtitutions to prevent
war. In our cae every development is negative. The Tamil identity has been
obliterated. People trust eat other lessand love eab other less Thereis no concerted
move to proted those most adversely affeded and build socia solidarity. Lealers of
communities or nations fighting a war where there was a perception of a cmmon
cause have esen co-opted therr politicd opponents to share in the responsbility of
organisng services and the people. Insteal, here, thousands who felt for the
community have been arrested and tortured as traitors. Because it suited their politics,
the leaders have acdudly presded over the @mmunity going to pieces and have esen
played aleading role in the extortion and radketeaing. Jaffnais uniquein having its law
enforcing authority kidnapping people for ransom. In ealy December a senior
professona was kidnapped. The wife who approadied the rulers was asked to come
bad with a cetain sum of money. A close relative who then went to them was told,
that if the matter dedt with hsimmediate family they would entertain im. But that this
did not concen hm. People were being told again and again that loving their
neighbour was none of their busness Those who did the @ntrary were terrorised
instead of being rewarded.

It is not difficult to imagine how these persons would read when they become
expatriates - the one safety valve dowed and encouraged by the LTTE. They would
look at the strugde sans the persond irritations they had complained about bitterly at
home. On the other hand the dogans of the LTTE had been popuarised long ago by
the now traitorous TULF. The Tamil community appeasto bein for along haul.

4.7.2 Aerial Bombing in Jaffna:
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About 11.00 am. on Sunday 20th January, notices were ar dropped in the
Valvettithural area aking people to evaaate within 48 hours. The bombing however
commenced 4 12 hours later around 330 pm. 4 bombers, 3 Avro transports and 2
helicopters took part in the operation. The ®astd area between Urikkadu and
Nediakadu was sibjed to heary bombing for two hours. It was to be expeded that
many civilians would have been in Valvettithural under these conditions. Acoording to
reports 8 civilians were killed, and of the 30 injured, 21 were amitted to Manthikai
hospitdl.

On the 21st VVT, Kokkuvil, Vdikamam North, Sirupiddy and Puttur were
subjed to bombing and heli-straffing. 4 bombers were seen above Kokkuvil and 10
bombs were dropped, about 5.00 pm. It is not known whether the target was an
LTTE camp or the kerosene queue that was on the road. A retired principd,
R.Mahadeva, waskilled and 7 othersinjured.

In the meantime the LTTE issued a notice, addressng the people “who had co-
operated with them fully and had inspired them in the amed strugd€. The aeid attadk
by the Sri Lankan gtate, it said, was to demoralise the people. The Sri Lankan Sate, it
said, which could not succea in Mankulam or in the Fort cannot succeel in making
any advance or establishing a camp in VVT. It further said, "The whole of North Tamil
Eelam is under agid attadk. It is therefore meaninglessto seek safety by moving from
Vadamaratchi to Thenmaratch or viceversa. In order to defed your enemy'sintentions,
please dig bunkers and stay in your own homes."

On the 22nd, two bombs fell in front of Hindu Ladies College, Manipay, one of
which exploded. It was 1230 pm. when children were in the school compound. It was
the third day of bombing at VV T. 6 fire bombs were dropped from a transport at 7.00
am. 15 more were dropped in the dternoon. Several buildings were seen burning for
hours.

The Edanadu reported that 5,2000 families from the dfeded area in
Vadamaratchi had sought refuge in Thenmaratchi. The bombing was sid to be most
intense aound the former army camp a VVT. The LTTE bunkers were hardly
affeded, and their Paslan cannon were loaded in preparation for an army advance It
appeasthat the amy had delayed its plans.

In VVT, about 5 schods (includng Sthampara and the Roman Catholic
schodl), 4 temples and 500homes were dfeded, acording to the "Edlanadu. Among
the temples bombed is the famous Athiady Vembadi Pill ayar Kovil.

the situation with regard to essentiad commodities is very bad in Jaffna. Over a
meatter of days, riceshot upto Rs.52/- per kilo, and petrol, Rs.400 per bottle (1/6th of a
galon). The stuation was beamming so out of control that the Tigers who had
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previoudy organised or presded over the bladk market suddenly imposed price
controls. Goods promptly vanished from the shelves. Subsequently the LTTE
announced  sporadicaly that it had dscovered hoarded goods, which it was to
digtribute. Crowds which queued for kerosene d Rs.30/- a bottle, often receved 1/4
bottle dter along wait. It is expeded that there will be severe shortages until the blad
market is restored to make the smugding of goods from the South worthwhile. Even
then, the priceswill be far too high for most people.

With regard to medicines, the government hospitals, as of 24th January, had
satisfadory stocks for the time being. But nothing is available from the shops. At the
rate & which people were getting injured, the Situation with medicines too may bemme
criticd.

4.7.3 Detainees in Vadamaratchi:

A sense of identity was forced on the Tamils through the @mnon experience
of dtate oppresson. At the same time there is enormous potential for conflict within
Tamil society itsalf. WE have pointed out thet the nature of the aurrent politics, instead
of defusing such potential to strengthen the cmmunity in the faceof state oppresson,
does the opposite. The aility to reauit and brainwash children from al sedions belies
the fad that there ae degoly fet divisons hidden by the supervening thred of the Sri
Lankan army's projeded arrival. Pardld trends are dso in evidencein the South.

To understand the deeply felt suspicion with which the LTTE movesin certain
parts of Vadamaratchi, one needs to redise that Vadamaratchi is a patchwork of
diverse oommunities and politicd influences. Karaveddy, covering a Szedle aea
forms the aricultura core of Vadamaratchi. Its inhebitants are hard working and are
mostly farmers or farm labourers - many of them from the depressed class The
traditional Left was grong in the aea ad many of its people politicdly sophisticated.
The LTTE did not command a large following there until it wiped out the other groups
militarily. To this day, the LTTE is unduy sendtive to both ex-militants from other
groups aswell asto hints of dissent, which a more mature forcewould have ignored.

In May the LTTE looked for Sellathurai Atputhan (20) of Karaveddy North.
Being unable to find him, they took his father, mother and wife a hostages.

Sebaratnam Kanthan (21), an EPRLF supporter was arrested in April. He was
being held a the LTTE'S detention centre @ Karaveddy VC with about 40 to 50
others.

Uthayakumar (23), a mill owner from Karaveddy was detained by the LTTE
during anight in mid-August. The darge against him was that he had financially helped
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afriend in the Peravai, a defunct Left group from that area. Uthayakumer is the second
of two sonsin afamily having in addition five daughters.

Kuhathasan (Kuhan) was picked up by the LTTE a Athulamman Kouvil,
Karaveddy in mid-August. The temple has awell that provides drinking water for the
area. As a tradition, people were not meant to keep their footwear on in the temple
precincts. Female LTTE cadre used to come in a vehicle to fetch water, and used to
keep their boots on, disregarding the tradition. One day the loca people put a board
requesting users to remove their footwear. The female cadre who came disregard the
sgn. Some boys who were there drew their atention to the sgn. The female cadre
ignored them and went away. 10 minutes later, LTTE boys arrived in another vehicle
and detained 25 bystanders. The parents complained to Selvam, an LTTE inteligence
man from that area. 10 were released in early September. Up to the end of October,
there had been no information about the rest, including Kuhan. On 20th August, an
LTTE camp a Kachchi was bombed. The LTTE later claimed that 49 detainees were
among those killed. A person well known to an LTTE guard killed during that incident,
was asked about the detainees who were killed. He remained silent. After the othersin
the company had dispersed, he took the inquirer to a sde and told him, "1 did not want
to discuss the subject in front of the women'. He added thet it was true that that 49
detainees were killed. But those who died in the bombing were 3 detainees and 2
LTTE guards, he said.

Thirukumaran (21), son of Rgarainam and Chandraingam (Chas) (23), son of
Ambalavanar were arrested by the LTTE at Vathiri on 26th October. The arrest was a
[rumpumathavady, Vathiri junction. They were charged of talking about the LTTE at
the junction. Chasi had been trained locally by the LTTE before the IPKF arrived.

4.7.4 Public executions and the killings of the detainees:

Vasantha Sulosana aged 39, mother of two children from Navatkiri,
Neevdi was exeauted publicly on the 15h of August by the LTTE. The LTTE
acaused her of indulging in “financial fraud' usng the name of LTTE . Thiswas
the first public exeaution after the IPKF'swithdrawal. During the IPKF period,
sherendered her help to the LTTE in a number of ways - espedally giving food
parcds to their camps in her village. It is worth noting that during this period
people who used to gve them food were subjed to severetorture and even death.
If the IPKF or the groupsin power at that time @me to know about this, by all
means $ie would have bemme a martyr. Thus $e had a strong desireto help the
LTTE , unmindful of therisk shetodk at that time. She ame from a ‘well to do'
family from the village and she used to help people through natural generosty.
Acoording to sources from her village, at times die ran short of money. Then she
used to sl her lands to settle the money. This attitude of hers made people fed



65

that she was a little irr espongble. The kith and kin of the detainees who were
detained for ransom by the LTTE used to go for her help to mediate ther
release. While doing this die seams to have ®lleded nearly Rs.90,000- from
various people, without the LTTE's knowledge, and used it for her own
purposes. In thefirst week of July, the LTT E somehow came to know about this
and she was taken into custody. Hearing this her uncle sold few of her landsand
repaid one lakh to the LTTE. The lady was a heart patient and during her
detention she suffered from severe dhest pain and was admitted to hospital. But
the LTTE did not release her even after that and whenever her sster went to the
camp, they promised that shewould be released soon.

On theill-fated day - 15th August shewas brought to" Muthiraisanthai”
in a van with a man by the name of Shanmuganathan known as Guru maser.
Acoording to the LTTE he also had indulged in “financial fraud'. Both of them
were blind folded. Around 4 dclock in the evening both were given the “lamp
post punishment'. Vasantha Sulosana became a haplessvictim of a woman'sgun.
Incidentally her daughter's age attainment ceremony was held on the day she
was killed. Actually her sgter visted her camp on the previous day and
requested them to release the mother to atend her daughter's ceremony. The
person who was in charge promised to release her the next day. When they were
anxioudy waiting for her arrival, a van came to her place driven by a woman
and her daughter asked the woman who was in the front seat, " Where is my
mother?". Thewoman in the uniform sarcagtically said, " Sheis coming behind."
The girl was under the impresson that their mother was coming by bus and she
ran towards the bus gand which is a few yards from their house. But her son
who saw his mother's body through the shutter screamed. Immediately the body
was pushed out and the van sped away.

This crue murder brings out two things revealing the true nature of the
LTTE. A woman who took lot of risks and helped them in a period of
uncetainty has a strong character of her own. Of course, she has used her
contactswith the LTTE which wasinvolved in abducting people and demanding
ransom, to gan cetain benefits for hersdf. The LTTE could have disassociated
her from them, and could have warned her about her conduct. After she had
returned the whole amount of money, the way in which they have killed her
showsther brutal bankruptcy.

The people at Muthirai Santhai witnessng the act were really appalled.
But there are also peoplejugtifying the whole thing. After thisthere were another
6 to 8 public exeautions in the Jaffna peninsula done. In the meantime from
September 15 mwards up to 500names were given out as persons exeaited by
the LTTE, by their Information Centre for detainees. Beause of the threat
posed to families, it is difficult to get details about the victims. The pattern of
events regarding these incidents also brings out certain sadistic features of the
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episode. The LTTE was keegping alarge number of people under detention and
parents were never allowed to seethem. There are people aged around the 40's
who have been taken in just beause they had contacts with the IPKF,
immediately after the IPKF withdrawal. During IPKF's presence the people
who were resding near the amps beame very vulnerable due to IPKF officers
vigtsto their houses. Those who were arr ested allegedly had cordial relationships
with 1PKF personnel. Nobody knows what type of threat they can pose at this
juncturetotheLTTE!

During the erly part of September some of the kith and kin who were
regular visitorsto the information centreto find out the fate of the beloved ones,
were told to fill certain forms and were informed by the people who were in
charge that they will release their reatives on September 15 When parents,
sgersand relatives visted the amps on the 15th, the LTTE sarted to read out
names and said that they had been exeauted. This went on for a week and the
list is sid to have @mntained up to 500names. Those who went to seethe loved
ones were told in no uncetain terms that they had been killed. Why did they
allow the mothers and relatives to come with hope and suddenly give the que
news? The people who were there threw stones and sand and cursed the LTTE
for ther evil deal. Acoording to ane g/e witness some mothers vowed to gve
birth to anew generation of children tofight the Tigerd

4.7.5 The Army in Fetters:

A senior LTTE figurespeskingtoa  relative of a detainee had said that they
were holding 8,000 prisoners, including 2,000 women. Whatever the truth, other
sources guess that 4,000 would be a minimum. This reflects the spate of arrests during
and around September. We have described the conditions under which they were being
kept in Report No.5. All reports [ See other reportsin this section] suggest that the bulk
of the detainees are suspected of political connections, not even necessarily opposed to
the LTTE. Some were picked up in Vadamaratchi because they had received lesflets by
post from India from former associates of the Peravai. Apparently they were kept
under observation and their contacts were noted.

Torture of detainees has been routine. Many had been forced to dig bunkersin
dangerous places. A group of persons with heads shaven and chained to each other,
digging bunkers near the Kachcheri were identified as EPRLF prisoners. According to
the same LTTE spokesman, they do not easily kill people now. But when released
these persons cannot move out of a specified area, must report daily to the LTTE and
will have to perform jobs assigned to them by the group - generaly of amilitary nature.
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According to the last information we received, the LTTE has routinely ignored
ICRC inquiries about its detainees. If it does, it would have to conform to international
norms. Any talk about a cease-fire and a democratic process would be meaningless
unless this scandal is ended. [It was reported in the Colombo press that the ICRC had
visited about 40 policemen held by the LTTE about Sth January 1991].

According to other sources, one of the constant fears of a detainee isthat if he
succumbs to torture, he would be listed as having been killed during aerid
bombardment. On one occason about September a large number of parents of
detainees were summoned to a camp in Jaffna. The parents went in anticipation of their
sons being released. Then over 100 names were read out as having been killed during
bombing. The total number which the LTTE claims to have killed is said to be up to
500.

Parents of detainees usually fear reporting the issue to anyone out of fear for
the safety of their child. Those released are enjoined under threat not to talk about their
experience under detention. The ICRC is technically meant to help relativesto draw up
affidavits about those detained. But fear of informants prevents them from going near
the ICRC. By contrad, in the South, reporting detentions to the ICRC has become
accepted asroutine and useful at times. Thusthe fate of the detaineesis one where little
information is available and people dare not talk about individual cases.

4.7.6 Injured Women and Children:

A large number of girls and children were recruited and were flung into battle
in reckless fashion with little understanding of the purpose and the lack of maturity to
come to terms with blown limbs and permanent physical disability. Once the origina
boyish sense of adventure and evaporated with injury, children often bitterly cursed the
movement and even attempted suicide. Others talk about the experience in a dazed
metter of fact manner. The two attacks on the Fort and the attack on Mankulam
resulted in alarge number of such casudties. The LTTE which had evidently not given
serious thought earlier to problems of injured women and child cadre, appears to have
come up againgt unforeseen difficulties.

The following were related by eye witnesses. The scene was Manipay hospital
just after the attack on Jaffna Fort on 5th August. The ward was full of injured girls. A
woman magjor in military uniform with her hands on her hips walked from bed to bed,
mechanically repegting the same thing: "Do not be sad. We will liberate our soil”. Her
dispostion was totaly incongruous with the mood of the injured, writhing in pain.
Some had even hestantly tried to commit suicide with cyanide capsules. One girl with a
leg blown off and a dit mouth nonchalantly related her experience: "We surrounded the
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Fort and announced that unlessthey surrendered, we would attadk in 10 minutes. The
planes arrived and we were getting misgles from the ar as well as from the Fort. We
ran. There was an exploson and | fell down. | tried to move my leg to get up. But
nothing happened. | then noticed that my trouser leg was hanging, and my foot was
somewhere behind. Then an “anrdl (elder brother) caried me. After he went a few
paces, there was another explosion. The “anrd who caried me ollapsed dead. As |
fell, | saw Mathangi. She too was deal. | lay on the ground for 20 minutes while shells
flew over me. One exploding shell spit my mouth...."

Another girl with a head injury was a Manthikal hospital. The placereeked
with dood. The trador in which her party had been travelling in Karaianagar hed
caught a shell when they tried to attad the naval base. After being injured as girl held
on to her gun as indructed until someone lleded it. Asked how she felt before the
attad, she said that it was the most exhilarating experience They were smply thrill ed
as they had a aip of teabefore setting off. Then she becane anxious. She aked the
lady close by, "Akka (elder sister) will you stay with me tonight?* Later in her degp she
cried, "Amma (mother), amma, come ad stay close to me!” Then: "Drive the trador
dowly, my heal hurts.... | asked the &ka to stay with me, | dont know if she is
here...."

4.7.7 The gathering of Martyrs' Families:

Towards the end of the national heroes week cdebrations, the families of the
martyrs were @lleded for a ceemony. There was little doice They were escorted by
guards with guns and grenades and taken in vans. They were aldressed by the deputy
leader Mahattaya renowned for honeyed words: "...It is a gred privilege for me to
med you. You have made the immense saaifice of a member of your family to the
cause of liberation. It would have been my grea pleasure to have @me to you
individually. But das, becaise of the exigencies of the stuation, you had to come to
me... We were in a wed&k position after fighting the Indian army, having lost many of
our cadre. So we had to talk to President Premadasa to buy time and build up our
strength. Now we aein astrong postion to attain our godl..... Only five percent of the
people redly support us. Becaise we ae now strong, many opportunists are mwming
after us and are working for us.... You are the link between us and the people. You
must help us. You must identify those opportunists and traitors and let us know. You
must identify those persons who demean our strugde by spreading lies. Tell usaso of
those who spesk againg us...."

The impresson left after the meding was that rather than wanting to honour
them or to assrt confidence it was an admisson of wegnessand of gnawing inner
despair. The exercise was about reauiting informers.
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4.7.8 The Hungry Woman:

She was a woman of about 50, A Trincomalee refugee in the Jaffna digtrict.
Some younger members of her family were in the LTTE. Her rations had been
stopped. On 20th Decamber, she went to the village ommittee (Sitturavai) to lodge a
complaint. Faceal with areluctanceto reverse the dedsion, she had criticised the LTTE.
Persons came to her home that night, and asked her to come the following day and thet
her rations would be issued. When she went the following day, she was st in turn to
3 LTTE camps and then there was no traceof her. There was no prosped of pursuing
the matter because the LTTE said that she had not come, and the boy who had gone
with her was refusing to speak. Nothing more had turned up by new yea. Such
incidents illustrate increasing sengtivity to any criticism, even when the caise was
hunger rather than politicd idess.

4.7.9 Incident at Kayts:

Three people were killed in a myserious way in Kayts on the 16th of
Decamber 199Q Their bodies were found in awell, tied together with ahuge stone, 36
hours after the incident. They were identified as Anthonipilla (75), his wife
Theresamma (65) and his sster Elisammeh (72). Anthonipillai's boy is sid to have
been found without any wounds or scars. Both of the women were squeezel to deah.

While the inhebitants of Kayts were fleeng from their places in fea of the Lankan
army's retaliation, these three remained in their homes assiming that in any case they
wont get harasseed becaise of their age. They seamed to have related this to some of
their relatives that the Sri Lankan army and the EPDP had come to their placetwicein
search of the LTTE and no harm was done. The gruesome killi ng had brought panic to
that area Why they were killed till remains unanswered. It is worth mentioning here
that the aeain which the incident took placeis about half a mile from the Kayts civil
hospital and the aeahas virtualy come under the Sri Lankan army’s control after the
recet operation against the LTTE. Thereis an LTTE sentry post Stuated nea the
placeof the incident.

4.7.10 Dissent within the LTTE:

It has been known that members of the LTTE had al sworn an oath of absolute
loydty to the leader and the dightest sign of dissent is ruthlesdy rooted out. But
members who wish to leave had been allowed to leave provided they are percaved as
posing no thred to the organisation. A large number of those who remain, do so witha
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feding of discomfort, feaing the world outsde & they fea the organisation.

Confessons made to an aunt by an LTTE arealeader killed by the IPKF in
November 1987 are reveding. His brother who described the deceaed as a “lamb'
before he joined the organisation, came to know of these @mnfessons later. This area
leader was very loya to the leadership and never questioned their orders. These
gualities were put to use. He was occasonaly given seaet ingtructions to kill certain
comrades in the organisation marked by interna intelligence & having dangerous
tendencies. The method often adopted was to get into a mnversation with the victim,
take him out on a motor bike ride, and do the deal in alonely place Having done this
severa times the aealealer felt deeply disturbed and poured out his mind to his aunt.
After about ayea in the organisation, he developed some maniacd tendencies. He said
that when he facel someone he just felt like pulling out his pistol and ptiting a bullet
into the person's head, even into hisfather's head, just to seehow the victims suffered.

He had aso told his aunt that seaet ingtructions had at times been given to
trusted individuals to surreptitioudy finish off a cmrade on the battle field, so asto put
the blame on the enemy. This had long been suspeded. So much so that whenever a
prominent LTTE'er was dedared martyred on the battle field, seldom did persons close
tothe LTTE takeit at facevalue.

When a close relative of the aealealer, an expatriate scientist and a functionary of the
LTTE's ROOTE, was told of these mnfessons, he put it asde @& mething
regrettable. Members of the late aealeader's immediate family in London who do not
know of these confessons, sill faithfully attend LTTE medings.

During national Heroes week in November, a stred was named after the late
leader in hs hometown, and the leader, and presumably his victims, were
commemorated as martyrs.

Following the IPKF offensve in 1987 when the LTTE was disorganised and
civilians were hystericd, an order went to arealeaders from the top, to kill any civilian
protesting againgt the laying of land minesin his area Except for Lollo and Mathi, all
other leaders are said to have ignored this instruction. Mathi and Lollo were killed
about a yea later by the IPKF. Lollo's list of individua killings is sid to have
numbered more than 60. Gamini, an arealealer in Nelliady, was snt on punishment
trandfer after internal intelli gencereported him too soft on civili ans.

The LTTE spent large resources observing in Jaffna, National Heroes Week
last November. This was regarded by the leadership as atadicd necessty. But cadre
from the Eastern province, who form the mgority, are said to have taken this badly in
congderation of the misery in the Eat. It has been suggested that the referenceto the
auffering of Tamils in the Eagt in the ceae-fire dedaration was in deference to this
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internal development.

Observers with contads within the LTTE report that a large number wish to
leave the organisation, particularly in the 16 to 18 age group. One of those who left
and went abroad receitly was a notorious area leader, mentioned in the landmine
incident in UTHR(J) report No.2. In that incident he had threadened a man who
discovered a landmine next to his house and had consulted a neighbour. He was told
that if he had a problem he uld qut his house, but it was crimina of him to tip off his
neighbours and spoil the planned attack.

This leader has curious gory behind him. His parents were unpopular persons
in the village who used to passcomments at other people's children who had not joined
the movement. When their own son Ravi joined, they took it badly and went in seach
of him and peaded with hm, but to no avail. When Ravi returned from training, his
sight used to gtrike terror into the vill agers. "He is going to do something. Get ready to
run’, was a frequent remark. His family was influentially placed in the locd Sitturavai
(Village Committeg. When he left, his parents acaompanied him to Colombo to make
the travel arrangements.

Another leader who left and went abroad is one who played a prominent rolein
the assssnation attempt on the ENDLF leader in 1987 which led to the deah of 4
AOG churchmen.

Those who extol the saaifice ad courage of ordinary LTTE persons, wilfully
ignore their internal sufferings. Nor do they adknowledge that they were dlowed to
red power to determine the movement's diredion. They were used. The only power
they enjoyed wasto Kill ordinary civilians and to bring misery to many homes.

Acoording to those who have been in touch with a number of persons who
want to leave, their fea and anxiety isto do with their future. An immediate problem is
that if they leave and some informer points them out to incoming Sri Lankan troops,
they would dmost certainly have asummery deah. Supporters of the caise dso have a
duty towards those who leave.

4.7.11 Normality in Jaffna:

Many public indtitutions in Jaffna ae said to be gplying normal rules to
employees who are asent from work. The university has been dedt with separately.
The ealucdion department has snt out a drcular with excepts from norma
reguations for absenteasm - first a period on o pay and then termination. Even the
government does not maintain that the situation is normal. Do these normal regulations
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apply to people subject to bombing and shelling? Apart from normal risks, how about
heart patients, Mudims and those requiring regular medica care that is not available?
All very abnormal!

4.7.12 The Killing of Assembly of God men, September 1987:

Although this incident took place more than 3 years ago, it illustrates the
difficulties involved in peace keeping, and even more, in monitoring the observance of
Human and Democratic Rights, where one needs to take for granted that there is no
change of heart.

In early September 1987, 4 AOG men, including 2 clergy and 2 lay persons,
were shot dead at Uduvil junction at 10.00 p.m. while travelling in a white van. The
following day an LTTE loud speaker vehicle went around Chunnakam accusing the
traitor groups brought in by the IPKF of killing even Chrigtian clergy. The truth was
widely sensed, but few dared to talk about it. The following account was given by an
ex-LTTE man who was privy to the facts. "The group led by Kutti Prabhawas waiting
at Uduvil junction to ambush the ENDLF leader, Rgjan, who was expected to come
that way in a white van. But unknown to the group, Rajan had aready passed. When
the van with the clergy came, one of those in the ambush signalled the van to stop. The
driver, perhaps excited at seeing the gunman, swerved towards him. Immediately, the
order to fire was given. On redlising the mistake, Kutti Prabha went to teh top man
himsdlf. In anticipation of the IPKF, then in a peace keeping role, coming to examine
wespons, they were ordered to clean their wegpons and deposit them in different
camps'.

The truth usudly comes out. But there remains the problem of protecting
unarmed individuals who practice freedom in such a vicious atmosphere. The IPKF
was negotiating power between armed parties and lacked the sophigtication, training or
the motivation to protect or even be sensitive to democratic activity at the level of the
people. That was one of the key reasons for its failure. Much more imaginative thinking
will have to be done to have a monitoring process whose first concern is the unarmed

people.
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4.8 Aftermath of the Mankulam attack:
[From "The Virakesari", 30th December]

The dtermath of the operation on the Mankulam army camp brought on untold
sufferings to the people of Vavuniya and Mullaitivu. In the months of (late) November
and (ealy) Decamber 18 civilians lost their lives in different ads of atrocitiesincludng
aaia bombing and army in discipline. In the Nedunkerny Mathiamadu dstrict 3 people
who were taken away by the amy in ealy Decamber are still reported missng. And, to
date, not a single soul knows wheat fate befell the seven lorry drivers who left for Jaffna
from Colombo on the 24th of November. That same day an unidentified armed gang
broke into a hamlet in the Vavuniya Thekkankadu dstrict and hadked to degh 8
persons includng women and children. Aerid bombing and the uncertainties of the
time have brought grea damage to the eonomy of the aea notably to cultivation. In
the Thanaimurrippy, Kulakattu ddtrict the reservoir developed a le&k from damage
caused to the bund of the dam. This poses a gred threa to paddy cultivation. Thereis
much damage caised to building and property not excluding schoadls, temples and
other public indtitutions. In Mathiamadu, Paranthan and Sannes areas the homes of
severa inhebitants were looted prior to atadk from the ar. The people rendered
homelesscontinue to live with relatives and friends.

4.9 Calling off the Ceasefire:

In cdling off the ceaefire the government put forward the following demands
to the LTTE [Daily News 12th January 1991

Reiterating the government's commitment to the search for a peacéul
solution on the North-East question, the government cdled upon the LTTE to
demondirate its concern for civilian herdships (resulting from LTTE adion)
with the following steps:.

* Release d hostages and not take any more of them;
* Stop all torture and exeaution of al cgptives and prisoners or
* Stop wsing civiliansin mine-cleaing operations,

* Stop reauiting innocant children and innocent citizens for combet;
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* Stop all reprisas on civilians,

* Stop al ads of terrorisation of civilians as a means of obtaining their
support; and
* Allow humanitarian accessto al prisoners-of-war.

Coincidentaly the demands in their wording and order bore a ¢ose resemblance to
demands put forward to both sides by the Internationa Alert on 4th January. The 1A
dedaration was receaved by the government with mixed fedings, particularly becaise
of its referenceto afederal solution. It isgood to know that the government is capable
of leaning from those frequently maligned as “human rights do-gooders. Hopefully, it
may in time follow them.

Significant omissons from the origina 1A dedaration were references to bombing and
shelling and food blockades. Had the LTTE responded positively it could have gained
in politicd image. [SeeAppendix for the |A dedaration].

4.10 The ICRC taken to task:
The following report appeaed in the Idand of 31 January:

Vehiclewith Red Crossmarkingsfire'sat copter

(By Norman Palihawadana ard Shamindra Ferdinando)

Air force helicopter on Tuesday morning strafed a vehicle with
Red Cross markings in the northern Jaffna peninsula dter a group of
LTTE terrorigts travelling in it alegedly fired at the helicopter with
light macine guns and other arms, the Army said yesterday.

The helicopter was flying from the drategic Pday base
towards Elephant Pass when it “located’ a vehicle with Red Cross
markings about three miles east of Kodikamam. At that time the
vehicle was moving towards lyakadhchi, the Army said.

Then the vehicle had moved into a @conut plantation and this
“adion' hed prompted the pilot of the helicopter to hover over the spot.
Within minutes terrorists had jumped out of the vehicle and alegedly
opened fire & the helicopter.
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the helicopter too had retdiated with madine gun fire. The
Seaurity Forces believe that at least a few terrorists had been kill ed or
injured in the “incident’. The Operational Healquarters of the Defence
Ministry was aware of the Kodikamam “incident’ and the alleged use of
a vehicle with Red cross marking to transport terrorists. Army said
yesterday.

The Defence Minigtry is expeded to raise the deged use of a
vehicle with the Red cross markings to cary terrorists and utimately
fire & a Government helicopter withthe ICRC

Since the Internationa Committee for the Red Cross (ICRQ
under Mr.Philip Comtese moved to help the dfeded people of the
North-East war, some seaurity forces officas have @ntinuoudy
expressd the possbility of the ICRCasssting the LTTE terrorists.

The ICRC upto now has failed to blame the LTTE for any of
the aimes committed in the past seven months, sources aid. Since June
last yea nealy thousand Sinhdlese and Mudims had been kill ed apart
from nmurdering hundreds of cagptured policemen.

However despite the ICRGs willi ngnessto expresscontinuous
concern over seaurity forces operations againg the terrorists, they had
not blamed the terrorists for anything, seaurity officers complained.

"The Idand" was unable to read any ICRC officid by thetime
of going to press yesterday afternoon.

The Red Cross has long been a matter of controversy in this dirty war. During the
soring of 1987 a government helicopter bombed an ambulance with red cross
markings, taking injured persons from Pt.Pedro hospital to Jaffna hospital, destroying
the hospital ambulance and killing the driver and the patients. Later on, the IPKF
acwsed the Sri Lanka Red Crossof transporting arms for the LTTE. Whatever the
truth of the incident reported, it is $ee facaiousnessto draw the ICRCinto it, even a
hint of malice

The ICRC has been performing a yeoman task under difficult conditions,
coming under acasations from both sides. When the LTTE and the Sri Lankan army
were battling it out nea the Fort in September, shells fell on the Jaffna ICRC office
and not by acadent. We know for certain the ICRCs genuine cncern for the welfare
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of civilians. There was very red concern for prisoners, both in the South as well as for
those held by the LTTE in the North. There is no question of acaising the ICRC of
dishonesty or hypocrisy.

The ICRC has operated acording to rules and has intervened in the pressin
acordance with these, during the war. Thefirgt time in ealy September wasto deny a
government claim that the LTTE had prevented it from trangporting food for civilians
in the North. The seand time was during the third week of October after the ICRC
assimed control of Jaffna hospital and an air force plane bombed within the aeaunder
ICRC control. The Idand should have known better how the ICRC operated, including
itsrules of confidentidlity.

Criticism of the ICRC has to be made & a different level, such as how relevant are its
rules, how much it should bend them, and whether it isredising its full potentia or not.
Such examination in a ongtructive spirit would be useful and that is the prerogative of
the press When everything looked absolutely dark in the South in 1989 the presstoo
treged the cming of the ICRC as a sign of hope. Why so much hle when the ICRC
had also extended its ®rvicesto Tamilsin distress?

CHAPTER - 5
THE | IBERATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF JAFENA

51 November 1989 - November 1990:

For the two yeas which ended in November 1989 the university had
attempted, and to a remarkable extent succeeled, in confronting the adivities of the
IPKF and the LTTE which were direded against the people - particularly their human
rights violations. While the |PKF regarded the university with a mixture of anger and
resped, the LTTE as an dleged liberation group, had little excuse to confront the
university openly. Neverthelessit watched the university closely, dropping hints of its
resentment. The university continued to stand up for the rights of the students, even
those with LTTE sympathies. Soon after the IPKF announced its ceaefire in
preparation for withdrava on 20th September 1989 Dr.Rgani Thiranagama, a
prominent human rights adivist in the university, was assassnated, signdlling by thisad
of terror, anew and menadng challenge to the university.
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It was partly with a view to meeing this challenge that the university organised
apeacemarch on 21t November 1989focussng on the plight of the young who were
being forced or cgoled into arms by the two gpposing sides. The LTTE which denied
kil ng Dr.Thiranagama, sent some amed men to the university who inspeded the
dogans to be caried on the march and demanded that the march should cal for a
withdrawa of the IPKF. Thiswas rgeded by the students as being againg the spirit of
the march as well as ameaninglessprovocaion. The pressure continued until the eve of
the march. Thanks in part to the presence of internationa delegates, the students won
the round and the march went aheal as planned. The student leaders had good reason
to fea the worgt. In duly, the previous yea, Vimaaeswaran, a sudent leader who hed
once talenged the LTTE over the disappeaance of a sudent in 1986 was murdered
by the LTTE [UTHR (J) Report No.1].

In December 1989 Anton Windes, a provenly conscientious gudent leader,
was eeded president of the university students union (USU). Windes, as a one time
LTTE helper, had close ontadsinthe LTTE, but was uncompromisingly independent.
The next criss came & the |PKF withdrew and the LTTE demanded that the student
union vacde the room assgned to it, which before October 1987 was used by the
Maru Maarchikdagam (MMK) - a defunct cultura organisation cgptured by the
LTTE about 1986 When the students resisted, the LTTE importuned a senior don,
and even dropped hints that a death sentence which was once passed on hm had been
held in abeyance

The MMK becare defunct following the IPKF offensve of 1987 Finding

LTTE literature in its room, the IPKF had procealed to ransadk the universty

adminigration and the ats faaulty offices, thinking that the universty was an LTTE

complex. Instead of fadng the question of whether as a liberation group it had then

used the university respongbly, the LTTE acased the university of having destroyed

the MMK. It is esentid to note that during the IPKF operation, the LTTE used

university buildings to fire d the IPKF and left before the IPKF readed the premises.

The IPKF's retdiation damaged the buildings, and roofs were virtualy non existent in

certain kuildings. It was the rainy season and amogt al the university documents were
wet and they would have become unusable. But becaise of the saff's initiative,

university people were @le to enter the university and safeguard the valuables
including the documents of the MM K! The university could have sumnoned ameding

of the Co-ordinating Committee of Staff, Students and Employees (CC) to issie a
statement refuting this allegation. The CC was an ingtitution formed in ealy 1989aong

with the mood of democratisation, and was very succesgul until the time of the peace
march. It had increasingly come under attad from senior persons who felt that their

power without acountability was being chalenged. The Vice Chancdlor was under

srong pressure to dislve the CC. The LTTE's dlegation, made with an intimidatory

thrugt, went unchallenged. Once more, as during the fast of 1986 the burden of

carying the aitonomy of the university fell on the sudent leadership.
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Following the outbre& of war in June 199Q the student leaders followed an
old tradition in colleding materias for the refugees pouring into Mullaitivu. The LTTE
maintained that relief could be distributed only in its name. Although the students hed
to consent to the LTTE, which nrow monopolised fudl, trangporting these materials,
they annoyed the LTTE by digtributing them without naming any authority. About this
time the LTTE issied a cdl for the NGOs to support the strugde for Tamil self-
determination led by the LTTE. The USU isslied a baanced statement in English
criticd of both sdes and sent it to the press Following this, some persons from the
LTTE's ROOTE, confronted the students who had drafted the resolution. A doctored
version of the resolution was published in the press

The ROOTE approaded the USU and wanted it to pass aresolution acaising
the government of Sri Lanka of genocide, cdling upon the strugdeled by the LTTE to
be reagnised internationally, and for al people to unite behind the LTTE and join the
strugde. A hint was dropped thet if the motion was not passed, the USU would be
disolved. By now many members of the sSudent exeautive had fled as refugees either
to Indiaor to Colombo. It fell to Windesto put thisresolution to a general meding. At
the vote, the motion was defeaded 145to 115 The LTTE wanted it put to the vote a
seand time, and it was again defeaed. Two days later Windes was approadied by the
LTTE and was forced to issle the statement required by the LTTE. Having signed the
statement, Windes and his colleagues resigned from the USU.

It may be wondered what inspired the student body to defy the LTTE during
these developments. One must  kegp in mind the opposing aims of the two sdes. The
LTTE hed for yeas displayed persstent anger againgt the university, acaising it of not
having helped them in any way. It scorned the university, and a key leader of the
LTTE, obsessed with the university, is quoted as having said, "If the Sri Lankan
arforce bombs the university, we would join them”. The LTTE pursued a ®murse of
trying to forcibly identify the university with it. Equaly, the students in particular,
feaed that if the amy broke through into Jaffna, it would kil them. The LTTE on the
other hand would, by past performance, like to see some students and staff kill ed for
propaganda and mobili sation. In this aaute dilemma, fadng in particular the students,
the authorities remained slent.

The LTTE was very angry with the student leaders and a high level of
aurveillance was kept up. In a meding with the aithorities Windes told a smdll
audience why they could not function under conditions creaed by the LTTE. Thiswas
repeded verbatim by a key LTTE leader. Windes and other student leaders were
repededly asked to come for military training. In having to flee Jaffna, Windes and
some of his colleagues joined a long line of well-motivated predecessors, who saw the
unmasked faceof atendency, so appalling now asit was once dtradive.

There was a feding in the universty of uncertainty and dsslution. The
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students recaved little guidancewhen the LTTE launched itslong matured propaganda
campaign, suggesting that everyone should join its fight, and that educaion beyond
sandard 8 was superfluous. The students began drifting away to their homes, to
Colombo and to seach for their families in the devastated Ead, after recaving strong
hints, certainly not contradicted by the authorities, that the university will not be
alowed to function for perhapstwo yeas.

The gaff and members of the administration were strongly canvassed to make
token gestures towards the war effort. Some obliged for a variety of reasons, and were
rewarded with favours, such as accesshility and immunity for ther sons from
restrictions placel on others. With the USU obliterated, the students came under the
domination of the MMK which exerted itsdf as a parald or even superior
adminigtration. Most prominent in the university was a sudent, who during the IPKF
presence had been charged with an examination offence The darges had been
dropped without cdling the invigiators for an inquiry. Later he began appeaing at the
univergity in uniform in an officia vehicle, when al others were gycle-bound-from the
Vice-Chancdlor downwards.

In September, a human rights adivist on the staff had to go into hiding when
LTTE squads went seaching for him.

5.2 November 1990 - An exercise in Autonomy:

The LTTE for a variety of reasons found itself compelled to reverse its
drictures on educaion. With the traditional obsesson with educaiona qualificaionsin
Jaffna and with pressure on the young to take to arms, the exodus from Jaffna readed
serious levels. The pass gstem brought in by the LTTE and the enforced rigours of
travel, did little to stem the exodus, though it made people delay plans, made them
cough up gold sovereigns and made them nore axious. Further, al this combined to
give epatriate Tamil opinion ajolt.

Suddenly the slent educationa authorities went into adion as though it hed
bemme eseryone's patriotic duty to restart educationd inditutions. Staff and students
who had gone out of Jaffna because of the war Stuation were sumnmoned badk to
Jaffna.

If the LTTE was going to alow the univergty to function, there was, as just
after the |PKF operation, a strong case to reopen the university if it could function asa
sf respeding ingtitution, safeguarding the interests of the students and the cmnunity.
The students resident in Jaffna were largely for reopening for three reasons. Being



80

ocaupied would make it easier for them to resst being importuned for military service
There was an inginctive feding that they would be safer if the universty was
functioning, whenever the Sri Lankan army came in. Thirdly, they were so dislllusoned
that they wanted to quickly finish their sudies and go abroad.

Before reopening, the authorities had to facesome important questions. They
had to facethe fad that Mudim saff and students were physicdly prevented from
being in Jaffna. A number of staff and students had left Jaffna because they could not
function democraticdly or becaise they felt physicdly threaened by the LTTE. There
were many who felt that the seaurity situation was inimicd to their presence There was
no let up in the bombing and shelling. A Sri Lankan military thrust appeaed more
imminent now than it had been ealier, when the university was closed al but in name.
In reopening the university a dea statement of objedives and principles was needed.
Students were being recdled from far away places in the East, where they had gone to
join their traumatised families. No protest came from any quarters of the university
agang the treament meted out to the Mudims and their felow Mudims gudents.
When few students from the Eastern province who were in Jaffna requested the
university authorities to consider the plight of the other students from the Eastern
province senior officials and students from Jaffna had paid no attention to such pleas.
The university had an obligation to give @nfidence to both these students and their
families that it was taking steps conceaning the students seaurity. It could have
demanded from the LTTE that it should not do harm to students or staff. That the
university being essentia to the future of the Tamils, it should refrain from meintaining
an armed presencein a given reighbourhood of the ingtitution. Parale to thisit could
have demanded from the government that no military operations sould be conducted
in this area Such steps would have aeaed a sense of solidarity and would have upheld
the dignity and autonomy of the ingtitution. These ideas too were not new, in view of
previous dedings with the IPKF.

Again responghility demanded that there being no norma stuation, normal
rules $ould not be gplied. There was no question of forcing staff and students to
report. A clea statement of objedives would have served as grounds for apped, for
everyone to co-operate in kegping the University open. This was what was done in the
climate that prevailed in November 1987

Nothing of thiskind is known to have been donein the arrent situation. There
was a dedening slence on the obligations of the indtitution towards its members.
Instead the carot and stick was used in a humiliating manner. A letter was reportedly
handed over to the Universty Grants Commisson asking for the staff not to be paid in
Colombo. Pressure was aso applied on the UGC not to entertain students requesting
transfersto ather universties.

The UGC was left with the thorny problem which an autonomous ingtitution
should have handled. What was to be done with the staff and students who had
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legitimate reasons not to go to Jaffna? There was aso genuine oncen in the UGC for
the safety of the officias of the University of Jaffna. If they were ading under duress a
wrong move on the part of the UGC, it was felt, would pdacethem in jeopardy. There
was a0 a reluctance to interfere in the norma prerogatives of the university and be
acaised of conspiring to run down an indtitution of the Tamils. The UGC, long
regarded as the interfering arm of the Sri Lankan state, appeaed more @mncerned for
the autonomy of the University of Jaffna than the university itsalf.

Once the university reopened there were few illusons about who was in
charge. Staff members going to their designated ledure room sometimes found that the
room had been commendeged. There were reguar medings with compusory
attendance where those like Yogi poured out their muddes. Commundists in the
South would have drawn comfort from Y ogi's reasons for ading against Mudims.

The dimax of November was the observance of National Heroes Week in the
university. Senior university persons goke to the dfed that not only should they
commemorate the martyrs, but that one day they should al becme martyrs. In the
minds of the spekersit may have been a harmlesspieceof gimmickry dictated by fea -
just as they knew that arming children was totally wrong, but pretended that in view of
the exigencies of the “lagt battle, the issie did not exist. Theimpad of such rhetoric on
students and their parents need not be daborated on. Having come to the university
expeding protedion, they were being cdled to be martyrs to a cause they generaly
dreaded. The LTTE itself uses such speders for propaganda value, but would never
take them serioudy. One speeker who said that they must al work 48 hours a day for
the cause had drealy sent his ©n to Colombo. Another had aready sent his wife and
children to Britain and hoped to follow them, when the amy moved in. One don even
uggested to the students to remove Sri Lanka in the aldress they put in their
dissertations and asked them to put just University of Jaffna, Jaffna. On the other hand,
he onfided to one of his colleayues, "If the amy moves in, we will all become born
again Sri Lankans." For the intelleduals it is a dever somersault. But for the young
boys and grlswho are giving their lives for a cause legitimised by thisintelledual set, it

isatragedy.

Another university officia spe&king to students seeking transfers in Colombo,
asaured them that there was no problem and that everything was normd in Jaffna -
something the Sri Lanka government would have been heppy to have him tell foreign
journalists, who have been maligning the government over its military policy.

One senior acalemic and administrator who had kept an independent mind,
found himsdlf occasondly provoked into subtle disent. The LTTE wanted a high
powered group of intelleduas to advise them on how to revive the eonomy. This
acalemic told them, "There ae avery large number of people ad farmers thrown out
of work between Jaffna and Palay. They are the persons you must ask. We ae hardly
qualified to advise you".
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CHAPTER -6

THE SOUTHERN DI MENSI ON

The nature of the gtuation in the South flows from what lies behind two
contrasting sets of queues. One s&t, seen regularly in provincid capitas, conggts of
long lines of young men applying to join the army. The look on their faces has no hint
of dare-devilry, patriotism or enthusiasm, but is one of pure resignation. They are in
their best dress, carrying files of certificates and testimonials. Their bearing reflects too
much awe and gravity for a job that herds them together and drives them forward to
kill and too often, to have their limbs blown up.

The other set aso conssts mostly of young men, not different in appearance
from those in the first. But these are young graduates in visa queues outsde Western
embassies. It is said that a very smdl fraction of the 400 or so young graduates
receiving highly prized engineering degrees this year from our universties, can be
absorbed into employment. But emigration to Austrdia for instance, will follow amost
for the asking.

A research paper by public servants Kuhathasan and Bedewela published in the
Idand (21t January) gives more frightening indications of the plight of the youth. 36
percent of Sri Lankan women remain unmarried. 41% of the males and 35% of the
femaes are unable to lead a family life due to economic reasons. 22% of males and
14% of females do not have a house of their own.

It was againg this backdrop that the government was fedling nervous at the
prospect of 200,000 Sri Lankans fleeing home from Saudi Arabia once war in the Gulf
appeared imminent. To appease relatives who wanted them back even as paupers, a
report in the Sunday Observer first gave the impression that its embassy was contacting
them and making arrangements for their return. But advertisements for jobs in Saudi
Arabia kept appearing, apparently with government approvd. It findly turned out
(Daily News, 24th January) that the government was doing little, if anything, to
challenge the Saudi position that in view of most services being declared essentid, exit
visas are not being issued. At least in the case of those from the North-East, the
government could say that in consderation of their safety, they may be better off in
Saudi Arabia. Those in Jaffna are not protected by anti-missile missiles.

If Sri Lankans have become amongst the most despised and devalued human
beings, crises which have matured over decades cannot be entirely blamed on the
present government. But a government must be judged by how much it cared for the
people, how much it did to unite them and how creetively it handled problems. It must
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be admitted that the arrent politics, both from the government and the opposition, can
only enhance g/nicism and resignation.

Human Rights: The government controlled "Daily News' could often be
clever and convincing in its editorials. Its issue of 18th September 1990
addressed the question of burning bodies - an issue brought into focus by
the police confiscating from an MP at the airport, dossiers on missing
persons and photographs of burning bodies which were the property of
the UN Human Rights Commission.

While being frank about the tragedy, it defended the government, attading
“human rights do-gooders and suggesting that the subversive thred of the VP, which
did not play acording to Queensberry rules, could not have been hendled by legd
niceties. Itsfinal paragraph said:

"It is best that the unfortunate and udy chapter of this nation's recet past be
closed. There is no nee to stir dustbins in an effort to gain politicd mileage.
What is necessary today, is to get rid of the causes that led to the subversive
rebellion and ensure that Sri Lankawill never again have to re-live the terror or
resort to the counter measures of those weeks and months now passed.”

If that oft repeaed sentiment is genuine, there ought to have been an admisson
that a blunder was made and thousands of innocents were kill ed becaise the VP, and
the LTTE subsequently, subjeded the forces to unacastomed provocdion. This
should have been followed by some @ncrete measures to restore human dignity and
acountability before the law, followed by steps at reconcili ation. But what have we
ea?

Several persons in the South whose surrender was overseen by the
Independent Surrender Commisson appointed by the president, were kill ed following
their release, after August. Replying to questions raised in parliament, the defence
minister suggested that these personswere aiminas kill ed by angry vill agers.

One politicd party, the NSSR organised the mothers of dissppeaed persons
into "Mothers of the Disgppeaed'. A senior government minister referred to this group
as ‘mothers of criminas!

The same logic goplies in deding with the Tamils. Despite repeded cadls to
forget the past and talk peacethere ae no steps being taken to give Tamils confidence
or to ched reprisas.

In the meantime dite sedions of society go on asthough the rest of the @wuntry
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did not exis. Roman Catholic bishops and mahanayakes bless the presdent. The
Minister for Defence will follow the Anglican Bishop of Colombo as chief guest at the
Thomian Fair 91 in February, organised by his old schod St.Thomas College. Heis
sureto receve apublic commendation for the gred job heisdoing.

In place of reconciliation, the @untry is being dienated and subjed to
resentment at various levels. From which source will spring the next bout of violence
remains unpredictable. Something looking harmless enough today may change its
charader in a aigs brought about by politics of this kind. Many Kandyan Sinhalese for
instance have observed that hundreds of burning bodies appeaed in the Centrdl
Province when a low-country Sinhelese was DIG. It does not strike them so forcefully
that the same thing happened when this same offica was in the Southern Province We
do not have apolitics of reconcili ation that would combat tribalism.

The government appeas to be trapped into a series of ill-fated dedsions,
without the dharader or the imagination to end the gycle of brutality. Findly everything
boils down to senstivity regarding human rights in its widest sense. We shall briefly
examine how some key ingtitutions have responded to this politics in a manrer that has
made them part of the problem. The role of the oppostion hes been examined
elsawherein this report.

The Press: In anormaly functioning civil society, the pressought to play a aedive
role in chedking degenerative tendencies, presenting fads, clarifying issues and raising
guestions. The diredion here is determined by the fad that journalists who want more
opennessand fairnessfind themselves congtrained by terror. The mainline press instead
of giving confidence to the oppressed and encouraging rationality, has only increased
dienation. Its pro-armed forces dance and sdledive reporting have further dienated
Tamils and large sedions of the Sinhelese, and is by no means even helpful to the
armed forces. The Idand on 1st November 1991, gave on its front page asmall report
on 30 healless bodies in Thirukkovil, in the East. The readion from the Defence
Ministry two days later was © harsh and intimidating that this was never attempted
again. What has been reported in the pressis a series of massaaes of Snhelese and
Mudims by the LTTE. There was little hint of the thousands of Tamils killed -
including the recent killi ng of 54 Tamils by the STF in the Amparai District in reprisal
for 7 STF men kill ed. With reporting of this kind, large numbers of Sinhalese who have
experienced the forces at first hand, remain skepticd of what they are told. For Tamils,
such reporting combined with the general chauvinistic undertone, reinforces the view -
the Sinhalese cannot be trusted.

If the presswas to be part of a rational politicd process it would, apart from
trying to understand the éhnic problem and cheding unlawful behaviour by the State,
have tried to probe the nature of the LTTE, the interna drama within where human
beings are moulded, the nature of its international support and its a'ms procurements.
Thisis how a democratic society would handle the problem. The amed forcesare then
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held in chedk while being senstive to the human redity.

We have very little of that kind of press. What appeas about the LTTE is
mostly unprofitable gossp taken out of context. We read about Balasingam's missng
dog four months late, jibes about Baby Brigades, gold sovereigns and speaulations
about Prabakaran's hedth. Taken out of its tragic human context, when Baby Brigades
adso deliver bloody noses, it becomes al the more mystifying and demoraising.
Indifference and ladk of information, and brutality coupled with mystificaion, are two
Sdes of the same in. Thus to the defence minigtry, the theft of 30 torch batteries
becane worthy of citation as a ceaefire violation, while the amy complains that
during the LTTE-Premadasa honeymoon, containers for the LTTE had dipped in
through the port of Colombo.

Ingpite of the amy being lionised in the pressand the jingoistic coverage given
to its adivities, how redly helpful has the pressbeen even to the amy? The arrent
Mossd Commisson inquiry is reveding. When so many things are warnting, it is
probably not fair to judge officers by whether they knew the difference between a
circuit diagram for a radar system and that of a vaauum cleaner dlegedly displayed by
Elta Eledoranics of Israd. But the officers who went there were no fodls. They
discovered that |srad sold them three Dvora naval craft with defedive generators, and
tried to sall others with engines tampered to run above design speed, to med tender
spedficaions. It was plain that Isradis were hardly friends. Almost certainly, who was
meaking money would have been the subjed of much talk in officers mess. Why did the
presshold uplsrad as afriend? Wasit in the interests of the amy to keep al thisin the
dark?

If the Isradis brought in by the Americans were so decetful and the LTTE's
arms supdies suich awell kept seaet, it was clea that the government's reputation was
such that Sri Lanka had next to no red friends. Why did the pressnot question this
date of affairs? After al, the people of this country, includng the amy, were paying
the price The bogeyman picked by the press- the so cdled expatriate Tamil lobby -
has now been shown to beinredity a cadboard Tarzan.

Take the manrer in which the IPKF was $nt out of this country. The amy had
grave reservations about it. But the press joined in the euphoria over the IPKFs
departure. Even recettly, the Idand (2nd January) has, with qualifications, commended
it as a pogtive atievement of Premadasa. We do not question the desirability of the
IPKF's going. Buit its presence was predpitated by historicd developments concerning
the Tamils. There was no surgicd option. No questions were raised about what
dternative seaurity was being gven to the Tamils. The whole question was viewed
chauvinigticaly. The LTTE-Premadasa talks were mainly about subcontrading to an
armed group, the right to do asit pleased with the Tamils. Asealy as Bnuary 198§ a
Tamil editor had his pressblown up for saying that, to ditch the Accord and talk to the
government wasto ride a ¢ay horse. To theforces, it meant sepping into a quagmire.
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When the press publishes ©mething strong, it is sldom to do with hedthy
democratic reasons. It usuadly meait that there was a powerful lobby that was
unheppy. During September, the Sunday Idand published an article by a former
diplomat, strongly protesting the moves to as®ciate the name and the cause of the
Buddhawith those responsible for murder and inhumanity.

One olumnist in the Idand has obvioudy been inspired by the amy to give
vent to their grievances and signd its unheppinesswith the reeent ceae-fire. It came
out with many things either viewed with approva at that time or passed over in slence
It recdled the government's inadion over the killi ng by the LTTE of Tamil MP's and
the help gvento the LTTE to dedmate riva groups and cgpture ams.

It recounted: "Helicopters were given to top terrorist lealers... sophisticated
communicaion equipment and other items including madine pistols were imported via
an unsuspeding Sri Lankan defence official. All padkages to the Colombo based
terrorists were sent through this official, informed sources sy.... Terrorists were
alowed to import containers full of suppies. All these mntainers were deaed with full
spedl.... Ruling party leaders continuoudy badked this bunch of criminads and the
opposition falled to do much.... Hundreds of soldiers and well experienced officers had
been killed in adion. All these were the result of the government alowing Prabhekaran
and..... to gain supremagy in the North East, concerned people say..." (Sunday Idand
6th January 1997).

There is little doubt that information such as what comes out during the
Mossad Commisson inquiry which commenced gttings in Colombo during January,
will only hurt once powerful persons who hed falen from grace The cmmisson is
inquiring into alegations made by Ostrovsky in his "By way of deception', pertaining to
Sri Lanka. It was aso reported that two stars of Jayewardene's cabinet were quizzed by
the CID after Premadasa becane Presdent. The presswill not ask what Premadasa
was doing al those yeas as Jyewardene's oond? There will hardly be commissons
to investigate the disenfranchissment of MrsBandaranaike, the Welikade massaae,
and the banning of Left parties asthe deged organisers of the July 1983violence

For a government that proliferates commissons and task forces, there is
remarkable resstance to appoint a @mmisson to inquire into the inquiry concerning
the killing of journdist Richard de Zoysa. The demand comes from the international
community and the oppostion. There is thus a natura inhibition on the part of
journdists about probing too far. Even probing into the LTTE's current strength may
not leave the government looking too good.

The presscould be attertaining. But it has hardly been anyone's friend, or of
much help to the nation.
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The Universities:

The Universty of Peradeniya, when it was the University of Ceylon, was an
outstanding university in Asa. For a university where lively politicd debate cntinued
into the 70s, now politicd discusson is taboo. The events of the 80s, the radd
violence the avil war and then the JVP's terror and the government's counter terror,
have @mpletely changed the darader of the universities. Students at Peradeniya have
been warned by the aithorities not to come aying to them if they get into trouble with
the seaurity forces. Most students who were forcibly kept away from their sudes by
the VP, do not mind this. Like their counter-parts in Jaffna, they are totdly
disll usoned with the politics they have seen and share the same am - to quickly get
their cetificade and get out of this country. Their experience which led to such
cynicism, has also removed the nee to think about the future of this country and how
they are going to live in it. They care aslittle for their fellow students as they do for the
armed forces. If afdlow student or staff member disappeas, a widespread comment
would be that he asked for it.

In an atmosphere where students are discouraged from thinking about politicd
issles conneded with justice and their colledive well being, the students who come
into prominence ae those prone to hooliganism. The ided Vice Chancdlor in such
gtuations is not one inspired by gred ideas, but one who will play the Brigadier. The
Faailty of Engineging which once produced Vickramabahu Karunaratne, Liond
Bopage ad Viswanandadevan istoday a very different place

The gaff too are painfully discovering that politicd issues are things that they
cannot isolate themsdlves from. For intance many of the staff in Engineeing,
Medicine and the Sciences are those who have striven to maintain standards over yeas
of contrading resources and daff, ressting the temptation to emigrate. But the
emnomic and politicd milieu is one where students come out indifferent towards the
country, its people, and looking towards Audtrdia and Canada. The staff in turn have
to wonder what they are aout in terms of results achieved.

Ore legagy of the 80s is that right wing values - order, discipline toughness-
are held in widespread admiration. When it is said, “only this government can run this
country’, what they mean is that this country has no future and only represson could
ke dscontent at bay, until at least they are safely out of it.

The universties, which are integra to the arrent politics, are thus of little use
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in terms of giving dredion to the nation. When it comes to solving the nations
problems, the ed result of date represson is that rather than obtain help, the
government has in the universities, something neaing awhite dephant.

As is usud in cases of represson, people fed powerless and their world is
gredly narrowed down to their personal concerns. They tend to jedoudy guard
persona privileges, whether deserved or undeserved. Take the performance of the
univergities during the arrrent war. Only the Open Universty Teaders Association
condemned the bombing of civilians in the North in addition to the a¢s of LTTE, and
cdled for the government to bring the Tamils into a politicd processby clealy stating
the terms of a solution. Attempts by the OUTA to get the Federation of University
Teadters Asociation (FUTA) to movein the matter were of little avail.

There was then the matter of hundreds of students from the University of
Jaffna wanting transfers to universities in the South. Their reasons were varied. Some
had facel intimidation and feared returning to Jaffna. Some just could not operate &
sf respeding persons under the LTTE regime. Some @uld not facethe physicd
inseaurity creaed by the government's campaign. Others felt a mixture of these caises
or felt that the University of Jaffna was going to be in a Sate of crisis for along time,
and that they would be better off with a degreefrom the South.

There was firdly the question of space ad fadlities But it was a matter
requiring a principled response from Students and Teaders Associationsin the South.
Medicd students from Jaffna who taked to Southern colleagues and dredly or
indiredly with staff, found the response dmost wholly negative. These responses were
largely based on gut persona fedings, such as a dedire to restrict competition or the
posshility of losng British Medicd Council reaognition, which Jaffna laded.
Comments were reportedly made by staff such as, "We lost two yeas. Now it is their
turn’, or "Sinhelese students cannot study in Jaffna and we caonot even tour Jaffna.
Why should we have them herée.

While such fedings may be justified on a persond level, how do they help the
country and how politicaly prudent are adions based on such fedings? It is a matter of
regret to many in Jaffna that the university's base has been rerrowed down by the
excluson of Sinhdlese and more receaitly of Mudims. The tide canot be turned
overnight, but it is left to those mncened persons to promote non-sedarian and
universal values through their adions. The southern universities lost an opportunity to
lift the stigma that descended on them in July 1983 Some of these students will return
to Jaffna with the feding that one caonot blame the LTTE too much.

By contrast, sensing an opportunity to score atadicd victory to discredit the
ideology of Eelam, even a UNP cabinet was able to rise @ove gut commund fedings,
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and issle adiredive to find paces in the South for students from the University of
Jaffna wanting transfers. (Neverthelessit was doing much else to give aedenceto that
ideology). The universities were largely insensitive, even to the point of being blind to
national sAf interest.

While doing little that is laudable in the aurrent context, one can ke sure that
when everything is over, many deal and governments changed, there will be from
scholarly circles in the universities and other well funded ingtitutes, objedive ad very
realable tredises on what is past and buried.

The Armed Forces: Over thelast yea, anumber of items have surfaced in the press
to suggest strongly that there was much discontent among the forces, particularly with
the role into which the government (and the opposition by default) was thrusting them.
They have made ther fedings felt through the press and chiefly through
Mrs.Bandaranaike, the leader of the opposition.

In January 199Q Mrs.Bandaranaike made a statement on the floor of the
House UTHR(J), Report No.4], dleging that army officers were being ordered to get
mixed upin politicd Killi ngs, particularly by co-operating with vigilante units. She was
caeful to add that only a smal minority was asciated in this and referred to a
particular officer in the Army HQ.

There ae drong indicaions that some officas had approadhed foreign
embasses for help in leaving the cuntry, becaise they didliked their orders. Following
the Richard de Zoysa killi ng, the pressrefleded puzdement and dsmay among certain
quarters of the seaurity establishment. Some of them had even thought of de Zoysa &
their man.

Going by traditions built up since the ealy 80s, it would appea that the
average office is not very sengtive aout killi ng civilians. But many are by indications
sengtive about hit lists - particularly when there isthe dassfador.

The politicd opportunism which pushed them unprepared into the arrent war,
mede the forces both angry and irrationd, further strengthening and legitimising the
LTTE. The presdent's boast about doing to the LTTE what was done to the VP, with
its macdore mnnotations, and the defence minister's rash promise to wrap things up in
two weeks, both came aashing down. The amy found itself feding we& and
demoradised. From the beginning of the war complaints have surfacel that the amy
asuffered by being deprived of ar support because politicians were then using
helicopters for other purposes. One such complaint attributed to the former nationa
seaurity minister in an interview, was later denied by him, and there was geaulation
about his politicd future under this government. The latest was made in parliament by
Mrs.Bandaranaike, soon after the Mankulam debade in late November 199Q That was
the time Presdent Premadasa was vigting Jaffna. A complaint aso surfacel in the
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Sunday Timesjust after Mankulam that wounded army personnel had suffered because
of inadequate surgical facilities. Government doctors were enjoined to volunteer. All
these charges were strenuoudy denied. The minister for defence angrily suggested in
parliament that army personnel with SLFP affiliations were circulating such falsehoods.

It aso surfaced in the press in early December that a handful of senior army
officers had reveded their intentions of leaving the army, some at least to emigrate.
These departing officers are often from model UNP families. There is little doubt that
the army senses that, obligatory praise apart, hardly anyone loves them - in the South
as much as in the North. Even the government, it would appear, is not serious about
them. They are not sensitive about those whom they kill, but they keenly fedl that they
are being made to carry the can for the failures of nationa politics.

It is in the current context of political ineptitude and demoralisation in battle,
that plans have been announced to double the size of the army to about 100,000. As
we pointed out earlier, the army recruits as much as the LTTE recruits are victims of
the system who are moved mainly by circumstances. For persons who have spent 20
years in the army to rise to the rank of colond, to resgn, go aroad and live as
nondescript persons in the West, can come mainly from disillusonment. The country
itself is largely cynical. School leavers among the dlite are hardly likely to look upon
army careersin the earlier manner.

Expanding the army under these conditions would bring about serious
problems of its own. A hedlthy non-dlitist conception of the army could be achieved
under a different kind of politics. But here we are trying to induct into the army
disillusoned, deprived youth in an dite dominated society with its value system in an
acute gate of criss and confusion. For young army officers who think of themselves as
basically decent, it becomes painful to face the fact that they are in an outfit where
looting is virtualy regularised. Amidst political indecision, such an army is being
pitched againgt an enemy that is clear about its politics and plays its cards carefully. The
prospects for the army are not bright.

Expansion is aso bound to heighten the tenson between professiona and non-
professond types - a distinction probably blurred in practice. An extreme example of
the latter is a police officer, who in 1971 was reportedly deemed disturbed, and
ingtructions were given to keep him away from firearms. He showed his potentid in a
political service he rendered in 1982 which found disfavour in a court of law.
Thereafter his career zoomed, reaching heights of notoriety during the anti-JVP
campaign. The Richard de Zoysa affair brought other names into public view. While
such persons find favour under the present politica dispensation, many of their
colleagues would feel uncomfortable.

Generd: What we have here is a dominant ideology with itsworld view that  has not
been chdlenged. A politics based on it is getting the country into deeper crises, with its
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misery, dienation and divison. Under this digpensation ingtitutions including those of a
liberal origin, function in such away as to reinforce the criss. The hold of thisideology
IS seen in that, with so much at stake (lives and the future of the nation), while hedging
for so long on putting forward the basis for a solution, the president has to publicly
seek the advice of the chief Buddhist clergy - the Mahanayakes. The army which is a
victim of the whole process is still groping. Even with increased numbers it does not
hope for victory. It only hopes to get the edge over the Tigers in terms of brute force
30 asto pursue that old will-o-the wisp. That is to negotiate from a position of strength
with those with the guns, over the dead bodies of thousands of ordinary people.

All this is being done with no idea of the consequences, asif Indiais far away,
there are not 200,000 Tamil refugees in India, that Tamil Nadu politics is not closaly
linked to Tamil politics here and that the IPKF was only a bad dream. Suppose the
LTTE is militarily smothered, what if Tamil sentiment turns to Indiato intervene at any
cost?

Again the government though beleaguered from so many quarters appears
strong and stable, because the oppostion has no cogent ideas and the government is
seen as the ablest practitioner to meet the demands and contingencies of current
politics. Only this government it appears can bridge the gap between high sentiments
and low deeds. Only it can hammer the Tamils today and embrace the Tigers
tomorrow. The tragedy isthat these are seen as necessities by influential sections.

Unless a new basis is found for Sri Lankan politics and the opposition sees its
way to articulating human rights with greater consistency than for mere effect, we are
in for greater tragedies. It is notable that the opposition while campaigning over human
rights violations in the South, has come up with no ideas about the Tamil problem,
except to continue the military thrust. Too many opposition speeches suggest that care
should be exercised in the North, not because there are human beings there, but so as
not to give India an excuse to intervene. This gives substance to angry alegations by
the government, implying that when they fedl threatened, the opposition would opt for
repression, however crude.



92

APPENDIX 1

International Alert appredates that the Sri Lankan Government
has responded to the LTTE's ceae-fire of 1t January by dedaring a7
day tentative ceae-fire from 4th January.

Echoing demands from insde & well as outsde Sri Lanka,
Internationa Alert cdls upon the Sri Lankan Government and all
politicd parties in the @untry to take this opportunity to make a
serious and clea offer of regiona self-government for the Tamil people
within a united Sri Lanka. This could well be done dong the lines of
federad or smilar arrangement prevaili ng in many countries around the
world without impairing their unity, says |.A. representative Eduardo
Marino, recently in Colombo.

The international comnmunity - long concerned with the grave Stuation in Sri
Lanka - should welcome in principle the unilateral ceae-fire by the Tamil guerrilla
LTTE asfrom 1t January 1991 The international community should look forward to
a onsdered and prompt constructive response by the Government of Sri Lanka.

In Sri Lanka & elsewhere in the world, experience shows that a ceae-fire, in
order to be more than atadicd gesture ad adualy be @nducive to meaningful peace
taks, must be acompanied by pradicd guarantees and be impartially monitored.

GUARANTEES

In the drcumstances found in the North and East regions of Sri Lanka, where
the Sri Lankan army and the Tamil guerrill as have been fighting with big losses on both
sides and causing tremendous lossof life and high levels of materia destruction among
the population, there can ke no better guaranteeto start with than a solemn agreament
by al sidesto fully resped the main rules of the international law of armed conflict.

Such an agreament would immediately test the intentions of al combatants and
gart building confidence within both the Sri Lankan army and the Tamil guerrilla &
well as among the population at large.

In pradicethiswould include a @mmitment to:
- release dl hostages and not to take any more hostages,
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- stop dl torture and executions of captives and prisoners,
- stop using civilians in mine-clearing operations,

- stop recruiting for combat boys and girls under 15;

- stop bombing and shelling populated aress,

- stop al reprisas on civiliansincluding food blockades;

- stop dl acts of terrorisation of civilians as a means of obtaining their
support, and al looting as away of compensation of combatants.

- alow humanitarian accessto al prisoners of war.

These measures accompanying the cease-fire would immediately transform for
the better the conflict scenario.

Any credible cease-fire demands impartial monitoring.

MONITORING

The United Nations (UN) and the Internationa Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) have dready been performing excdlent work in Sri Lanka for sometime. The
former has been present in the form of the UN High Commisson for Refugees
(UNHCR) in the North and East provinces. The latter has been represented by a
delegation of the ICRC rendering a variety of humanitarian services throughout the
country. Neither the UN nor the ICRC are bodies foreign to Sri Lanka but agencies of
the international system of which Sri Lankais a member with both rights and duties.

This is why the Government of Sri Lanka could consider seeking the services
of both the UN and the ICRC to jointly monitor impartialy the cease-fire and the
compliance with the humanitarian guarantees. This could conceivably be done by way
of widening the operational mandate of both the UN and the ICRC in Sri Lanka now,
aso in the spirit of the many precedents of co-operation between the UN and the ICRC
inour parts of the world.

International Alert is well aware of the favourable dispostion of many
governments to back up in various ways a very serious, sincere and enlightened peace-
effort in Sri Lanka at this point - and to cooperate in reconstruction and development
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thereafter. Internationd Alert is mainly aware of the cry of the people in war regions
for peace with human rights and self-determination with democracy.

A properly monitored cease-fire between combatants together with the
humanitarian guarantees to safeguard non-combatants may be the first effective step.
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APPENDIX 2

The War in the North-East

The war which is going on in the North and the East has left a large number of
people anid deah and destruction. People do not fed that the government is treding
them as their citizens. The bitterness againgt the Sri Lankan army and fea is 4ill
lingering on. The happenings in the Eastern Province and other areas rightly or wrongly
reinforced their view that the Sinhela amy and politicd establishment is bent on
destroying the Comnunity. On the other hand they detest LTTE's destructive politics
and fed angry about everything happening around them. If the government and the
politicians in the South do not understand the complexity of the problem and the
trauma facel by the Tamil and the Mudim people in the North and the East, then they
will do more damage to nationa unity of this Country than anybody else!

The people ae g/nicd about the guarantees on the part of the government in
solving the aisis in a proper and human way. Insteal of openly and clealy putting
forward a @ncrete frame work in which the government seeks to find a solution to the
ethnic problem and to canvassthe opinion among the Sinhala masses and other politicd
parties for consensus, it is dragging on with vague promises. After al these tragedies
have not taken placefor the very firgt time. These have happened in this country; it was
are not going to have alealership which hes the murage and the wisdom to put
forward an acceptable solution to the ehnic problem based on regiona autonomy or
Federal set-up (which are the standard frameworks in which the ehnic problems are
being managed in most of the cuntries), then the future of our country seems to be
very ble& indeed. On the other hand the way in which the government respondsto the
demands of every quarter seams to imply that only the might of the gun is being
respeded by them!!

The responses meted out to the democratic forces led to despair and frustration
of the Youth and leal to a form of destructive politics which resulted in meaningless
destruction in our land. Therefore dter seang and meding the people of Jaffna, | wish
to put forward the following requests to show sensitivenessto the peopl€'s need there
and to make them fed that they are apart of our Nation. The following measures have
to be taken immediately to save the Stuation from ruin and to avoid large scde deah
and destruction at least, at thislast moment.

(1) It is fad that the people there do not have cnfidence in the
government; and they are dso againg the destructive politics of the
LTTE group. They fed that they are between the Devil and the deep
sea Large number of youths are g/nicd about the whole thing but they
are powerlessand feaful that if the amy comes then their liveswill not
be spared. At present people caanot move out of Jaffna that easly.
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3)

(4)
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More than that, large scde dfort istaken by the LTTE to forcediredly
or indiredly al the people mainly the youths to get involved in some
adivities in the hope the amy tred them as LTTE. Under these
circumstances youths do not have any option kut to join them with the
feding that we fight and de insteal of drying in vain. Therefore unless
the government and the amed forces understand this and take
measures to give cnfidenceto those youths, thet there ae dternatives
for them, they will force alarge number of people into the destructive
politica path. For this, mere assurances are not enough o convincethe
youths. We need concrete proposals to ded with this stuation. If the
government announces that cetain organisations such as churches,
temples, etc., aswell asICRC and some international Organisations to
overseethe processof arrest, it will give them some @nfidence They
can e aked to gather in Refugee canps supervised by the ICRC (and
other NGO's help can also be obtained in this regard). And the amy
when they want to arrest, they should be registered with the ICRCto
make sure no ill-treament is meted out to them in army’s custody. In
this way the people will have @nfidence that their lives will be saved.
People ae ds0 saaed to go to Refugee Camps as they dso fea that
the LTTE might provoke the amy. Therefore it is essential that these
camps $ould have some international representation. It is unreasonable
and unworkable to transfer the whole Jaffna population to Vavuniya.
The destruction of properties sams to be apattern as far as the Sri
Lankan army is concened. Its going to dienate the people more and
more and the bitternesswill | ast long.

The minors who are carying arms are dso in fea of ther life. It is
necessary for a responsible government to handle this stuation with
cae. All of them should be given amnesty and alowed to go bad to
schoals.

There ae incidents where the amy have killed those youths who are
desperate and are trying to fleethe country with their families. Apart
from few incidents the catured persons are being badly treaed. Those
who are fleeng from Jaffna to India & this moment are invariably
cynicd about LTTE politics. If the amy would not understand them
and if they treat them like this, naturadly they are bound to fed
sympathetic to Tigers cause.

The State patronage given to the Sinhala @lonisation is well-known.
The heavy degtruction in ullages around Trincomalee has creded fea
amongst the Tamils that the exrlier programme of colonisation is going
to continue. It is to be noted that it is a sad fad that certain retional
papers argue this course of adion to counter the LTTE's adion against
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Sinhala avilians : which shows how ignorant and irresponsible they are.
It is this gpproadh that inherently breeds destructive politics. If the
State uses its power to demondirate its ability to crede inseaurity to the
minority and by which they can subjugate them, then they are sowing
sedls for future destruction. Therefore its time for the government to
asaure the Tamil people that they will not continue with this type of
politics. It is aso morally wrong for the government to colonise alarge
number of poor people in these aedsfor their short-sighted politics.

Hope that the government will fulfil the @ove demands to win the people's
confidence ad provide a oncrete solution to this ethric issile. The two maor
communities are spesing two different languages and magjority in both communities
adso pradices two different religions. This dows the nature and the depth of the
problem! Therefore it should be taken very serioudy and the solution be found to
enhance nationa unity on the basis of the multi-ethnic, multi-cultura, multi-religious
nature of our society for a lasting peac# Hope we have leant our lessons from our
short-sighted politics which ruined the whole nation!!! (These are some reflections
made after | have seen, heard and touched Jaffna and its people. My visit to Jaffna
was from the 17th September, 1990).

(Sgd) Fr.Dudey Attanayake.

NOTE

In thisreport we have brought out certain features of the present
political phenomenon in the North and East to raise awareness of the
gtuation. We cannot effectively tackle the human rights issues in
isolation unless we understand the palitical environment in which the
violations are taking place. How the media is being manipulated,
emotions have been raised, surveillance is being carried out, dissent has
been suppressed are matters of concern for anyone who cares about the
fate of people. The reality in which character degeneration is so
widespread and terror has crept into the minds of people make any
semblance of normality very deceptive. The legitimate fear and the
insecure fedings of the Tamil community againg the Sri Lankan stateis
being harnessed to the full by the LTTE to legitimise their hold on the
people. In a sense the dedtructive palitics is being ingtitutionalised to
such an extent that no Tamil political groups are in a postion to
represent the interests of the people. Unless this palitics is replaced,
talking about human rightsviolationsis a meaningless exercise. We hope
that our reportswill play arolein that direction.




