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PREFACE

The UTHR [Jaffna] became better organized over the last few weeks. Information was
trangmitted until the new military offensve of 23rd August, with the am of relieving the Jaffna
Fort. Information with regard to the stuation in Jaffna llected by members of the university
community together with Pax Chrigti, was published in our Spedal Report No.1. We dso recaved
help from studentsin reporting on the Stuation in the East.

In addition to reporting on events, the arrent report also gves refledions of our members
on issues which will deeply concern those organizations working towards restoring peace. We
argue from experience that a ceaefire which merely seeks to end the fighting without the
enforcement of human rights and lay the foundtion for the people to participate in deciding their
future, would only lead to worse disasters.  As an organizetion, the UTHR [Jaffna] suffered its
greatest loss when Dr. Rgani Thiranagama was murdered just after the anouncement of a
ceasefire. The first anniversary of her death falls on on 21st September.

Concening a easefire and the dlied question of rehahilitation, we hold that it is important
to look into the legitimacy of the parties concerned. We @ntend that no party can claim legitimacy
unlessit arises through a broadly democratic process In the aisence of that the parties cannot
deiver the goods they know are neaessary, and their moves will be governed by the need to survive
in power, whatever the cost to the people. Events in this country bear ample tesimony to that.

What we want from our friendsis not to decide, directly or de fado, which party represents
the Tamils or who represents the Snhdese. But we would like, and do need help, to esablish
condtions for peoples participation in deciding their future. To ad as though a people is
represented by persons who regularly perform detestable acts is damaging in many ways. For one
thing, such representatives can in practice deliver very little that they promise in their rationa
moments and frustrate most attempts at helping the people. Another is that such associations
diminish the humanity of the people. Onceit is assumed that the natura representaives of the
Tamil people perform inhuman ads, it is easy to jugtify bombings and massacres of Tamils.
Similarly, to assume that a legitimate government of the Sinhdese can only cary on by regularly
exterminating hundreds and thousands of Sinhdlese, caries terrible ad totdly unustified



assimptions about the Sinhalese people. The problem we are posing is not an academic one, but
concernslife and death.

In this resped, we must also ask our friends to be dert about the kind of reporting that is
done on events here.  Tamil civilians are often questioned following the impad of something
traumatic, such as agrid atacks urleashed by the state. In their helplessiessand anger, people
may come out with expressons of support for the only force they see @& danding between
themsalves and the state. Even otherwisein a alture of terror where the people ae powerless it is
commonplace and ingtinctive for people to talk in order to survive. When casua assessments are
made aout the kind of leadership the Tamils desire, it trivialises both the Tamil people and their
aspiraions.

On the other hand, to understand the peopl€e's fedings at some depth, some of the questions
to ask are: Are they moving towards the kind of future they want for their children? Why are
people trying to send their children abroad rather than acede to the demand of the leadersto fight
to the finish? Isit pure selfishness? Does it help Tamil interests to have themselves idertified as
supparting the killing of Sinhdlese and Mudims?

What went wrong if the Tamils were reported to have desired the departure of the IPKF a
year ago and want Indiato intervene now?

Such quegtions, to which answers would reved a complex phenomenon, are seldom asked.

It becomes only too easy to assume that people in the third world like to have some peculiar

leaders, while for the Germans to have alike Hitler was an aberration. While a oncerted effort was

made dter the second world war to ensure that the socio-economic fadors which were onducive

to the rise of Hitler do not rear in Germany, the red needs of the third world lie buried below
comfortable asumptions.

ABOUT THE WAR

On the government's part, it is acting with greder license againgt Tamilsthan what it would
have found dfficult to justify in 1987, as the massacres in the East would testify. The unstated
pdlicy that isin operation now in the Eagt, is the old one of marginalisng Tamil influencethrouch a
mixture of terror and state sponsored colonization. The reader should weigh the evidence. The
aeria grafing of starving civilians in Jaffna seeking food and shdlter is given legal sanction through
curfews. These ae not curfews  imposed for the safety of occupying troops, but are supervised
fromthe ar. Despite the weeks of time available, no moves were made by the government to seek
the hdp of the ICRC and of divilian organizations to organize centres where people can ke
sheltered and fed without being molested from air or land. In normal times feeding the people of
Jaffna requires 100 lorry loads or 500 tons of food stuff aday. Figures available with government
will show that only a small fradion of this has been getting through for the last 3 months. It is
dishonest for the government to evade this fad by accusing the Tigers of bladk marketeering. It is
plainly inhuman to restrict the movement of civilians under such condtions, whose other aternative
is to garve. The description of the bombing as a pdicy of destroying the concept of a Tamil
homeland by bombing the house of Tamils, as a parliamentarian put it, does not appear to be far
from the truth. It is hard to imagine how such a policy could have been justified in human terms,
even againgt an dien people.



Vidtors and human rights adivists from overseas who came to this country were deeply shocked,
that locad NGO's and churches were carrying on with amost totd insengitivity to the fact that their
own country men in this snall idand were being bombed by their own government. They gppeaed
oblivious to sitting on a powder keg themselves, where the lid was being pressed down herd on
anger iniquity seething below.

On the LTTE'spart, there is reason to believe, that out of tadicd condderations at leedt, the
leadership is not keen on news of massaaes of Mudims and Sinhalese.

faced with a disllusoned Tamil people, the LTTE has to depend more on overseas publicity of the
government's arocities _ with which the government, as aways, is realily obliging But what
happens on the ground reveds either a lack of clarity in its thinking, or both. The events in
Kamunai during June represent a scenario that has been repeated again and again during the
sruggle.

Prior to the massaae of the policemen,11 soldiers in a group that had come to buy vegetables in
Kamunai were killed. The civilian population itself was disgusted with the manner in which their
bodies were desecrated and dragged with ropes. They were lyingin public places for six days, urtil
health authorities intervened. The LTTE then withdrew knowing well what would happen to the
people. The voicdess people, dready afraid with their sense of decency violated, were left
cowering in thelr homes and refugee camps, awaiting the inevitable holocaust. A fedling,
sometimes unconscious, which guides such actions is that civilian deahs are good for propaganda.
The scenario in Trincomalee was smilar. Wha happened was a caicaure of the LTTE
propaganda leader Anton Balasingam's pledge, "We will not hesitate to take up to arms to defend
our people and carry onour ams'.

If the government had redly cared for the Tamil people or had wished to win them over, the forces
should have behaved in a disciplined manner. Then the people themselves would have shared their
fedings Instead, ther behaviour sent the survivors running to the jundes, where the LTTE was,
for safety. The government itself is ingtinctively or deliberately following a course of creding
condtions for jugtifiable genocide.

It is no use talking about army psychology. The amy as an indtitution hes degenerated with the
paliticd culture of this country. Prior to the daughter of Sinhdlese Youth in 1971, the amy was
evolving une itsusein kre&ing up the Tamil satyagrahain 1961. Its subsequent history in Tamil
areasin the 60's, was one of increasing indscipline and insengitivity to the law.

What has become evident in the militarisation of the Sri Lankan state during the last decade, and its
increasing complacency with indiscriminate killing, is that it now feds itself strong enough to
disregard international humen rights pressure.  This illuson of srength is sippated by the
approbation or slence of nealy al persons and indtitutions of influence This is why the
government's efforts to promote the LTTE as every one's common enemy must be ressted. This
aluring notion has cast a vell over what is being dane to the Tamil people by the state. The fact
that the government which embraced and strengthened the LTTE can now bomb the Tamils on the
absurd gounds that they are harbouring the LTTE is an example of how external interference can
make the people powerless The LTTE must be mnfronted for wheat it stands by the Tamil people.
The requires ympathetic externa presaure of the kind that will help the people to find a voice in
their destiny.

For the moment government will continue in its disastrous course thinking itself strong. The truth
is that it is faced with economic disaster, a Sinhdese people tired of war drums and an army



showing signs of weainesswith the pdlitical leadership. [SeeAppendx Il]. The anual cost to the
country of the Midde East crissis put a US $500 million. The government will go on playing
with the war, unable to win and lacking the will to seek a political solution. soldiers marching
through manifolds will not relish the thought that their leaders gave the LTTE 7 tons of explosives,
over 2000 AK-47S, severd lakhs of ammunition rounds and severa hunded LMG'S.
(Karunskaran M.P.in perliament, 19th July and other sources). [This makes it even more unlikely
that a surrender of armsby the LTTE was part of the LT TE-Premadasa deal as the government has

inssted]

The war will be fougt on crude, low cos terms. Generd Ranatunga told a press conference
(Idand 31t August), 'In a populate area an uridentified targets taken on by the pilot with grea
risk’. (To whom?) The Defence Minister added that they still do not have guided missles. The
Miniser had earlier made a sensationa announcement in parliament that the government was
setting up a massve refugee amp in Vavuniya to accommodate the 800,000 strong popuation in
Jaffna. It was announced at the same press conference by the General that the government was
setting up arefugee @mp in Vavuniyathat would take in refugees from anywhere, including Jaffna.
The Rehabilitation secretary added that it would take in 5,000 for a start! A rumour oread by the
government through a defence ministry press release that the LTTE was preventing food from
getting to the civilians, was denied by the ICRC in arare press intervention. In fad the army had
disallowed an ICRCfood convoy from diverting from a pre-assgned route to avoid crossng lines
of combat a& Mankulam(Sun §h September). These illugtrate the degree of seriousness about
Tamil civilians.

There has for years been awilful blindnessto the plight of Tamil civilians. during the Vadamaratchi
Operation of 1987, civilians who had constructed ar raid shelters were in may instances killed as
having dane it on LTTE orders. Even officers poken to could not understand the stupidity of
punishing civilians

Today, when the government says the LTTE is demanding 2 gdd sovereigns from people, it does
not adknowledge the government's duty to protect people from expropriation. But the context
rather indicatesthat is an additional excuse to bomb them.

When it says that Tamil children are being forced to join the LTTE 's baby brigades, a duty to
proted children of the nation from an awful destiny is not adknowledged. But its actions indcate
that it fedsjustified in killing Tamil children.

The diredion of the war is not towards victory, nor are there atempts to win over civilians and
isolate the LTTE. But it is moving towards creaing condtions for judtifiable genocide by
idertifying dl Tamils as terrorists.  This is the logical aim and culmination of the ideology which
was a work during the 1983 radd violence. A grea misfortune of the Tamils was to have
themsalves, from a pogtion of weakness, given hirth to an ideology which devalued life _ of other
communitiesaswell asitsown.



CHAPTER 1

AUGUST : ABLOODY STALEMATE

1.1 The south : disillusionment with War and Violence

A Canadian academic told a Colombo audience about an experience he had earlier this month
during the fetivd at the shrine a Kataragama in the degp south. After Presdent Premadasa had
worshipped at the devale (Hindu temple), a Buddhist monk proposed to have asesson in suppart
of the amed forces. The academic left after protesting to him and observed the proceadings from a
distance The monk held the nationdl flag and spoke, while some helperstried to drum up support.
People moved about in numbers. But the crowd that gathered to hear him did ot excead three
persons. The aademic spoke to many ordinary persons, nealy al of whom had no enthusiasm for
the war and many of whom were anenable to a federd solution _in sharp contrast to the mood
refleded in the press The aademic care to the strong conclusion that the opposition on the war
from the poorer mgority of the Sinhalese was 0 gred, if passve, that the government will have
serious difficulty in working up enthusasm for it using the traditiond apped to race and religion.
He emphaticaly, that in his long experience ordinary people left to themsdaves had a genius for
stting their differences. By and large it would ke true to say that the notion of race or ethnicity
figures very dedls with the current national criss. The view that the crisis is one about human
rights, basic vaued and basic justice; againgt which communal differences are being exacerbated
and used, is one that is gruggling to gain ground It is aso a sentiment that is being voiced by an
increasing number of young Tamils and Sinhalese for whom Endlish is not the first language.
Nearly dl of them have been through the deceptive tarm of sectarian appeds to race and religion,
and have mme out of it with fedings of anger and dsgust.

The evidence for the professor's conclusions is not lacking The dlegedly spontaneous banners that
came up in support of the amed forcesin June ae suffering the depredations of the dements with
no significant additions to their number. In places in the degp South, these banners needed armed
guards to ensure their exissence Contributions to the National Defence Fund, symbolizing the
peoples support, in nearly al known cases required degrees of coercion ranging from the suhtle to
the blatant. The latter was quite in evidence. The University of Peradeniya which prides itsf in
being the only nationd university, gave its employees the dissnting ogion in contributing a day's
wages to the NDF. The option may appea to be gmicd in view of the continuing prevaence of
burning bodies in its environs. Students of several misson school in Colombo appeaed to have no
choice At Manning Market, Wellawatte, an army Lieutenant was sen telling the vendars how
much each should contribute. Furthermore uniformed men were behind amost every instance of
reent attadks on Tamils in the South. The regular reports in the pressof burning odies in the
South aso suggest that the government till fears serious dissent in the South.

Any traveller into Singhelese aeas would often come avay with the strong impresson that they are
a people owed by the terror of the gate and the VP, patiently bearing the humiliation and the
corruption that stares them in the face.  This makes the killings of some of the most dienated
sections of the Singhdese by Tamil militants all the more tragic. There was prior to June avery



good opportunity to bregk the mould of Sinhadlese Buddhigt chauvinismin Sri Lankan pdiitics. In
this both the Sinhalese and Tamil leadership have fail ed.

1.2 Army the Civilians and the Muslim Dilemma

Following the massacre of Mudims at Kattankudy on 3rd Augug, the Sri Lanka Mudim Congress
(SLMC) voicad the feding common to many Mudims, that the government should arm the
Mudims to defend themsalves. Taken in context, this incident was one in a chain of masscres,
where dl three ommunities were victims. By far the most numerous amongst the victims were the
Tamils _ killed mainly by the most powerful armed group in the conflict, the Sri Lankan state. It
was over this group of victims that there was a conspiratoria official slence. The slence only
exacebated Tamil fedings of anger and made them susceptible to ddliberate atempts by the sate
to turn their anger againg Mudims. [See UTHR (Jaffna), Report No.4]. The SLMC lealer, Mr.
Adhreff, evidently saw a trap being laid and was to adopt a mwmplex position in the days to come.
He later expressed his sorrow over the fate of Tamil victims and said that what he was asking for
was that if the government could ot proted the Mudims, it must provide them with arms to
defend themsalves.

The manner in which the government responded to this understandable dermand from the Mudlims
isreveding. The Minigter for defence announced that Mudims would be recruited into the amed
forces until the number reached their ethnic proportion of 7%. He anounced the reauitment of
100 volunteers from Amparai. Most unbelievably, he dso announced tha the adions of the LTTE
hed precluded the recruitment of Tamilsinto the amed forcesjust now [Idand 10th August]. Such
apaostion obvioudy militated against the government's clam that the war was not against Tamiils.

Having accepted that Mudims must be taken into the armed forces to protect Mudims, the Tamil
community which aso suffered grievous losswas being left out in the cold. The government was
effedively conceding that it was the businessof the LTTE to proted Tamils. It wasamove bound
to inflame Tamil anger againgt Mudims. The government must have known this. This pdicy must
have wme unckr fire and over the next few days the government announced that it would recruit
Tamil home guards nominated by Tamil parties opposed to the LTTE to proted Tamil villages.
But the damage was aready done.

Following the Eravur massacre of 12th August, the Mudims appeaed to sense something odd

The SLMC (Mudim Congresg in a statement issied on 12th August stated: "The massaae of
defenceessEravur Mudims is raising the douot whether the LTTE is going ahead with its barbaric
attadks on the Mudims with the connivance of the government. "The SLMSis congtrained to make
thisdlegation. If we do not do thiswe will befailingin our duty by our comnunity and people.”

The next few days were to seeharassment of the SLMS by the government. The government had
evidently resped or concern

for the Eastern Mudims.  Any independent expresson of their views and interests was no more
acceptable to the government than it wasto the Tamil nationaligts.

While it was right that the leaders of a community should seek the protedion of its members, long
experience speks dedsively againg arming a community. During the last few week even the
relatively more sober sections of the press sich as The Idand' have been editorialy campaigning



for the gtate to arm the Mudims and Sinhalese in the Eagt. The cal has aso been taken up in
parliament by the main oppasition party, the SLFP. The radst bias inherent in this call is ®en from
the fact that when Tamils were victims of blatant state violencein 1983, it was not suggested from
these quarters that the Tamils ould be amed. The call to arm the Tamils was raised outside this
country, and anyone can see what became of the Tamils who once had a promising future.

The government's arming of communities through creding homeguard units is a patently cynical
exercise which only serves to multiply hatred and misery. The following extract from the Sunday
Time of 12th August describes the dfed of this yystem in the aea between Morawewa and
Trincomaleewhere the LTTE moves fredy. The extrad isthe ancluding portion of the report on
the massaae of 24 Sinhalese avilians by Manjulade Silva:

"Homeguards complained over the lack of ammunition and what they caled ill-

treaments. At present each homeguard is being provided with only five catridges.

On the other hand liason between army and homeguards emsto be & aarmindy

low ebb.

" Sinhdese setlers living urder tragic conditions have become refugees among
refugees, for most of them have now been forced to leave places where they have
taken refuge. Any adverse move ather by the government or the Tigers who only
a few months ago mingled with these villagers fredy, may well result in a Situation
where the Sri Lankan seaurity forces will have to guard empty cottages and fields."

Thus massecres quite often result when suspicion upsets the live and let live equilibrium. This
happens when homeguard units are introduced ar when the amy moves into an area and tries to
use the dvilian population, in the totd absence of pdliticd movesto find asolution. Likethe TNA,
homeguards have been easy targets which served to boost the LTTE's image. Having been put into
service with 48 hours of training, homeguards have often complained that their short guns did not
fire. The Minister of Defence has responded by saying that the these guns had not been regularly
oiled. The Miniger had a first ingtinctively ressted arming civilians and has himself given some of
the reasons.

For one thing automatic wegpons and proper military training are expensive items which the
government is hard put to provide for its own forces. Secondly, with so much politicd ingtahbility
and a history of insurgencies, arming civilians is a dangerous option on the long run. During the
entire history of homeguard units, they have hardly been of any use in preventing massaaes. Their
clam to fame rests on their use in reprisa killings under cover provided by the amy. While
detested by other communities, they were never regarded heroesin their own.

Today Mudims homeguards are being deployed in Batticaloa and Trincomaleetowns under padlice
supervison. Tamil youngsters continue to dsappear. Who gets the blame? Very convenient
indeed! On the other hand it is easy to judge what of protedion they can passhly provide. The
Kattankudy massaae took placewhile aprofessond army was gationed in two camps 1Km away.
The massecre in Eravur went on for several hours despite an army camp being 11/2 miles away.

Arming the civilians is thus a poor answer to a real problem requiring a mgjor and courageous
pditicd initiative. The politicd leadersin the East can ill do something to improve the situation.
At present the parties representing dfferent comnmunities meet the Sri Lankan president separately
and pour out the woes of their own community. They come away with solemn assurances and
nothing changes on the ground Their statementstoo donot refled adequately a sensitivity to the



problems of other communities, and chalenge the poverty of the overal politics. Politicians from
the minorities have accepted a role where they seek patronage and are seaningy not big enough to
sped for dl the people of this country. Indeed the fad that no mgjor pditician from the minorities
has spoken up for the tens of thousands of Sinhalese killed by government forces, can only enhance
prejudices that sustain this pdlitical culture. The LTTE, despiteits pretensonsto beingaliberation,
movement, played this sime readionary game when it alowed itsdf to be used a the UN human
rights commisson in aid of the government.

For a gtart, it will bring a qualitative diange for the better, if the Tamil and Mudim leaders in the
East get together and spedk up for both communities and avoid making separate statements and
representations. They must leave no room to be played against each other. Interna killings have
left the Tamil community facing a politicd vacuum. Perhapsit falsto the SLM S leader Mr.Ashraff
to try and be big enough in giving the lea for the two communities to together. While he should
paliticaly challenge any denid of the rights of Mudims, he must dso campaign against the use of
Mudims, he must also campagn againg the use of Mudims in a manner harmful to the Tamils.
Such a principled pasition, would place the Mudims in a strong position, and that would be their
best defence The influence and prosperity of Mudims in this country was not gained by strength
of arms. They should guard againgt reliving the tragedy of the Tamil comnunity.

1.3 The fate of the Political Solution

Massacres in the Eagt, burning todies in the South, dissppearances in Trincomaee and the aeia
bombing of Jaffna ae dl belied by one fad - that there is no political initiative that addresses issues
of badc justice for the whole country. Since the passng of the sixth amendment, the government
has itsdf connived in the destruction of a Tamil leadership it could talk to. The LTTE has been
very unhelpful in not satiing what pradicd objedive it would settle for. The government's own
failure to do the obvious continues to intrigue the populace 1t is obvious that the ordinary people
do not want thiswar and are willing to be quite flexible. Why does a government that has so much
power on paper, being in control of both exeautive presidency and parliament, not take up a dear
position on pressng issle such as devolution, questions relating to land and land settlement, the
North-East merger and the Sxth amendment?

The government’s dithering only makes inextricably worse. 1t bombs civilians in Jaffna because it
has no idea on what to do about Jaffna. To over- run Jaffna militarily would be costly in terms of
military casudties and uncetainly over Indian readion to civilian casudlties. Furthermore, holding
Jaffna militarily would require tying cdown at least 10,000 men going by the IPKF's experience
This would be ill-affordable in the event of a resumption of the insurgency in the South. The
dternaive option isto chalenge the LTTE pdliticaly by offering a solution which addresses Tamil
insecurity and establishing the government's  sincerity in its day to day actions. The bombing and
hdli-graffing isasgnthat it is prepared to do neither,while wanting to be seen doing something.

Like wise in the East, while not having a clear mind on anything, it smply follows its chauvinitic
ingtincts when trandent military gains enable it to do so. In Trincomaee the old game of
encouraging Sinhalese to take over Tamil property under military cover has resumed and so has the
game of tinkering with district boundaries. The provincid council settlement is being broken up
under cover of military occupetion. The Tamil Deputy Inspedor Genera of padlice of the North-
East who was forced to st in Trincomaleewatching Tamil youth disappeaing by the ourtesy of
brigadier Lucky Wijeratne's troops, has now been sent pading, his post having becme non-



exisent.

The only thing the government did in compliance with the LTTE'S wishes was to dslve the
North-East provincia council, while not taking a position on the sixth amendment. Ironicdly the
disglution of the council was acomplished by parliament nearly 4 weeks after the mmmencement
of the war with the LTTE, when the objedive seemed to be lost. The scrapping of the sixth
amendment, more than being a demand of the LTTE is one from the Tamil people, and indeed of
any sf respeding minority. It in effect enjoins a minority not to promote separation from Sri
Lanka, without imposing on the mgjority any redprocd obligation to trea the minorities justly. It's
insulting character is evident from the fad tha it was passed by parliament in 1983 when Tamils
were being murdered andwere being drivenin terror to refugee camps.

Thus when the President of Sri Lanka cdls for international mediation and says that the door to
negatiation is gill open, quite goart fromthe LTTE, any Tamil would be & aloss The problem has
been taked about and extensvely studies for more than ten years. All negotiations have been
broadly within the frame-work of the Bandaranayike-Chelvanayakam pact of 1958. Even on the
question of land settlement, the dispute mainly around settlements in large schemes, such as the
Mahaveli scheme, where huge investments are involved. The kind of thing that the government is
attempting to do in Trincomaeetoday was completely ruled ou. Hence from a Tamil viewpaoint
there is nothing rew to talk about. Instead of showing sincerity and gaod will the government has
reneged on everything over which agreament was reached.

where the Sinhalese oppostion is concerned, the government's postion is curious. It's officias
have amitted privatedy that they are draid of the oppostion turning down any proposa put
forward by the government. It has instead egged on the Tamil groups tendng the All Party
Conference (APC) to put forward propacsals and get them accepted by other southern parties, in
particular the SLFP. The SLFP which feds that it was cheated of the reigns of power during the
last eledions and is challenging President Premadasas margina victory in December 1988, does
not attend the APC. The APC is an advisory body summoned by the President and has no teeth.
The Sinhdese oppasition rightly feds that when Premadasa took the supposedly revolutionary step
of coming to secret deals with the LTTE, far from consulting them, they were mmpletely left inthe
dark. The Tamil groups and the Mudim Congresswho are now being consulted at the APC were
then treated with contempt. They thus tend to view the APC as a gimmick and arein o mood to
make life easy for Premadasa.  This brings us to an important festure of congtitutional changes
introduced by JR.Jayawardene in 1978. While denying a string oppaosition its due role in the
forma power structure, the government has felt aneed to seek their consensusin ad hoc bodeslike
the APC. Theresult isawed and indedsive government rather than a strong one.

1.4 The Initiative from the Religious leaders

On 15th July a memorandum, signed by severa religious leaders in Jaffna was snt to President
Premadasa @ling for a politica solution to the present crisis. It's main import was that for the first
time abody of Tamil citizens including such important figures as Bishop Deogupilla, the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Jaffna, the incumbent of the Nalur Kandasamy temple and Bishop
Ambalavanar, JDCS, had accepted that al parties were to blame for the current impasse. They
aso categoricdly stated that a Federal solution rather than separation, would meet the agpirations
of the Tamils. A pasitive and sympathetic response from the government would have placed the on
these leaders to chalenge the destructive trend of the dominant Tamil pdlitics. Furthermore, these



leaders had stuck their nedks out to offer leadership when there was a pditical vaauum with herdly
anyone or the government to tak to.

On 18th and 20th July, threedays after the apped was made, several containers containing smelly
substance, believed to be excreta, were dropped in Bishop Deogupilla's area from the air. The
ordinary people mnstrued this to be the president's reply and severa of them blamed the religious
leaders for the gink. By the close of the fist week of August, severa churches and religious
ingtitutions that functioned as refugee camp had been bombed, and the Bishop himself barely
escaped with his life to beaome arefugee. While these leaders were humiliated and deprived of
their role in speeking for the community, the LTTE was able to cdl forth a massve processon to
mourn those who died during its attack to storm the fort. The aowd marched inspite of the aeia
intruders. This episode is illugrative of the tragic being pursued by the government, cornering
people into supporting destructive extremism.

1.5 An LTTE leader speaks his mind

Addressng a meding a the University of Jaffna last July, Mr.Yog, the leader of the LTTE's
pditicad wing told the aidience
"Negotiations and ceesefires may come and go, but the fight will go on. We will
get Eelam soon....We will not talk to other groups.....We have sometimes lost ten
fightersto dbtain agun. Hence agun isworth ten lives. Therefore,we will worship
the gun....Inteleduas do not support us. The elucdiona sysem nust be
reformed because it has not taught people to think independently.....Y ou may have
idess, but it isthe fighters who can enforce them. Therefore you are subservient to
the fighters.”

This is a frank testimony to the poverty of leadership that has cost the Tamils © much in lives,
territory, material destruction and socia breskdown. Having induced hurdreds of young men and
women to lay down their lives, it cannot even speak of steady cause. While maintaining Edlam as
its formal dogan, it can make astoundng turns when the leadership is threstened. Its inability to
put forward publicly, a reasonable objective is a ligbility that springs from its own history and
rhetoric.



CHAPTER 2

EASTERN REPORT

2.1 Pottuvil:

Following the outbre&k of war, all Tamils were rendered refugees, alarge number of them fleeng
to Thirukkovil. Towards the end of June the STF commend a Pottuvil sent a message through a
senior government officia, that it was safe for the people to go back and that they would be
proteded. The people did go with hesitation and shortly after their return, the STF did around up
and took all their young men away. The people had no one to complain to. The government
official who had persuaded them to go had himsalf remained behind in Thirukkovil. Stricken with
terror, the people fled badk to Thirukkovil. The young men have since not been head do.

A grieving mother said, "Oh God, why did | go bad to Pottuvil? | had three sons and lost them,
and am back to being arefugee” The southern presshas haled the return of tourists to Pottuvil as
aregtoration of normdity, and have published of tourists on the beach and of President Premadasa
switching on a new eledrification scheme. The Tamils have become the lost and forgatten retives
of Pottuvil.

2.2 Tamil Casualties in the East:

The following is taken from contributions made in parliament by Tamil MP's during the debate on
the Seaurity Situation in the East,10th August.

Trincomalee District

Mavai S.Senathirgjiah: More than 2,500 Tamil and Mudims civilians have been killed in the East
since the withdrawd of the IPKF. The LTTE had left Trincomadee town on 13th June. But onthe
14th and 15th when the amy and the police entered town, shops and houses were looted and burnt
up to Gopaapuram in Trincomaeetown. These same forces killed and burnt 60 Tamil personsin
city. 23 persons at Chelvanayakapuram, 42 at sttur, 25to 75 @& Thambalakamam and 12 at
Chinabay were killed and burnt. Even children 12 and 13 yeas old were killed.

The soldiers who entered Trincomaleetown took a large number of women and about 58 men to
the Muttaveli esplanade, and severd of them were murdered. Women whose blouses were torn
and with their eyes tied were led to the army camp. What became of them is not known. At
kattaiparichchan and Mutur,230 bodies were seen in a burnt state and hundreds of Tamils were
missng according to reports.



Mr. K. Premachandran added that persons roaming around Trincomalee in a white Hiacevan take
morethan 2or 3 personsevery day. All inquiries about them prove fruitless

Amparai and Batticaloa Districts

Mavai S.Senathirgjah: During July 70 Tamils were killed and kurnt at the Nintavur Hindu Temple.
On 4th August (the day following the kattankudy massacre) 49 Tamils including women were
killed at Thirakkeni in the Ampara district.

In Akkaraipattu, recently, 37 persons were arested on the same day and murdered. They were not
terrorists but were community leaders, including eders, government servants, Village Headmen
and Post Magters.

Mr. K. Premachandran: At Akkaraipatu in Kamunai, about 7th August, over 12 persons from a
community of snake-charmers (Kuravar) were killed. Their language is neither Tamil nor
Sinhalese, but a mixture dominated by Telugu.

About the 8th, 27 Tamils who were travdling from Chavalakkada to Kamunai, were killed by the
army a Chavalakkadai junction.

K.Karunakarm: On 6th August, during an army search operation a Periyakallaru in the Batticaloa
digtrict, 29 Tamil were lined up and shot desth. On the same day following the killing of over 40
Tamils a Thiraikkeni, some women had been abducted and over 50 persons are missng.  Of the
wounded, 3 women died at the Karaitivu government hospital. This was done by an armed Musim
gang againgt harmony between and Mudims.

Following the atack on the community of snake charmers,8 members with serious injuries were
admitted to the Thriukkovil Hospitd. The incident where the army cut to desth 27 persons at
Chavalakkadai in the Amparai digtrict, took placewhile the Defence Minister Ranjan Wijeratne was
visting Amparai.

These excerpts listed aove were published in "The Virakesari', but not inthe English press.

2.3 Killings of Sinhalese:

The Idand o 9th August carried as its leading item the killings of 57 Sinhalese in two separate
incidents. The victims are said to have been hacked to death and included a least 20 women, an
off duty soldier and children. Thereport sad:
"On the Mahadivulweva-Rotaweva road yesterday "Tigers bombed a private bus
on its way from Morawewa to Horowpatana before dragging people out and
shooting them at paint blank range axd running into the jungle. Twenty five persons
including 14 women were killed. Seven people with serious knife and gunshot
injuries were rushed to hospitals by the pdice who rushed to the scene of the
gruesome massaae...People who escaped desth said that at least 40 "Tigers' were
involved inthe atacked.

" With yesterday's massaare tenson wasrising in the aea
Transport had come to a sanddtill with people keeping off the roads fearing more



raidsin the area

"Another 32 Sinhalese were hacked to death in the remote jungle village of
Bandaraduwa in the Uhana police area, Amparai Digtrict on Tuesday (7th) night.
Four others criticaly injured were admitted to hospitals in Amparai and Colombo.

According to police invegtigations, terrorists had entered the village clad in uniforms similar to
those of the army and attacked the inmates of houses with long handed kathi knives. About one
hundred terrorists had taken part in the in human atack the report said. It is dleged that this attack
was by the Tigers from a Tiger camp s&t in the upper reaches of an ancient tank min Nawagiriya, a
few miles from thisjungle village'.

The report also added that the scene of the incident was visited by senior police officials including
Chandra Fernando, D.l.G.Eastern Province and that 30 of the victims were given a state buria
attended by two Minigters, including the Minister for Defence.

Two aspects are worth nothing. The Sinhalese being killed are some of the most underprivileged in
this country with no particular grievance against Tamils. They are placed in vulnerable situations
through the chauvinistic dictates of the state, under politica conditions where they and the loca
Tamils naturdly fear each other. State funerals and vigts by top officials are a poor subgtitute for
the raw ded given them by the state. The other aspect is the contrast with the treatment given to
Tamil victims and the reporting of such.

The Idand of 10th August reported the killing of 8 sinhdese living in railway line rooms at
Nawagama, a border village 12 miles south of Vauvniya Nilmini, a 17 year old girl who was
injured had died after admission to Anuradhgpura hospita. Among the dead were one railway
labourer and other who had fled vavuniya.

These were about the last mgjor killings of Sinhalese reported in August. The Idand of 28th
carried this curious report:

"Four villagers of Dematawewa and Halmillakanda in the Horowapatana police area were abducted
by Tigers on Monday (27th) and released the same evening ordering them to evacuate two villages
within 24 hours. A group of 5 aamed LTTEers, who had carried out the abduction had aso
obtained from the captives information regarding police and army deploymentsin the aress..."police
and army deployments were said to have been beefed up after the incident.

While the LTTE leadership views massacres tacticaly and has a basically chauvinigtic line towards
Sinhalese, It would be wrong to blame dl killings as coming directly from orders from the top. One
must aso look into the posshility of there being a strong dement of local tensions arising from
colonization and traditional fears exacerbated by war and the activities of the army. There have
been periods when the LTTE had co-existed with these villagers. The last report may be an
indication that following bad publicity resulting from massacres, an order may have gone out to
handle Sinhdese civilians differently. Even if that is the case, it is difficult to predict what would
happen when there is a quditative change in the situation.

2.4 More on the Kattankudy Massascre:

In astatement issued by the federation of Kattankudy Mosgues and Mudim Intitutions, and signed



by its scretary Mr. M.K.M.Aliyar it is gated that 101 Mudims were killed and 80 injured during
the atack on the two Mosque on 3rd August. It aso stated that an LTTE member Nagargiah dlias
Ranjith Appah dayed aleading rolein the dtack andthat severd villagerswere g/ewitnesssto it.

The gtatement issued on 5th August was in response to denia made by Karikaan, the LTTE's
pdliticd commander for Batticdoa, and broadcast over the BBC's Tamil service the previous day.
The statement, hand written in Tamil, is the kind indgnant response one would exped from
villagers angered by the denial.

The statement further went on to say that on 12th July, a cnvoy of vehicds with 242 persons and
5 million rupees worth of goods was detained by the LTTE. The villagers, it sad , approached
Ranjith Appah who was well known in kattankudy, who in turn promised to release the people.
Instead, the statement went on, the people were massaaed and the 6 lorries and 4 vans were burnt.

A Mudlim public servant from Kattankudy who was contaded vouched for the seand incident and
said that the list of persons missng is gill being compiled and at present number\s about 170.
Asked whether the victims were home guards as ©me have dleged, the public servant sad
empheaticaly that they were dvilians and that his relations had been among the victims.

One aspect of the reporting which puzzed Tamils from the East was that Ranjith Appah was not a
military man to leal an incursion into an area under army control, and red the LTTE wished to
deny its involvement it would not have used aman well known in Kattankudy who had a prominent
squint. Ranjith was chiefly atax colledor. Sources in neighlouring Tamil villages have since said
that the LTTE was involved and that Ranjith hed been present.

It thus suggests itself that Ranjith was a guide rather than the leader and that no though had been
given to concedment. The denia was an afterthought following the top leadership's redization of
the gravity of the mnsequences. It is very likely, as the Defence Minister had saed in parliament
quoting intdligencereports, that the top leadership had not been apprised before hand.

The atadk can then be atributed to locdized anger between Tamils and MUdims which the
government had used every opportunity to promote. A feaure which again puzzed many was the
fad that the attadk on the Mosgues coincided with the Defence Minister's trip to Middle-East
countries, including Iraq and Libyato seek military help in itswar withthe LTTE. More than 1000
Tamil boys were missng or had been killed in the neighboring towns of Batticaloa, Kalmunai and
Karaitivu due to military action organized in such away that Mudimswould be blamed.

The intervention of the state in 1984 to degpen Tamil-Mudim suspicion for its own ends was such
that, to locd Tamil minds, the sanctity of a Mosque & a place of worship had been diluted. There
is a history which complicates reporting in the East.  Attacks on Mosques which may come & a
shock to an outsider may not sound so extremeto locd Tamils.

A Tamil who lived nea the Kattankudy, Navatkudah border testified to an experience in 1985.
After night prayers & the Mosque a @l made over its hailer said that Mudims were being attacked,
and cdled upon Mudims to lay hands on any wegpon a ther disposa and come to the Mosgue in
haste. After some time the resident saw an armoured car followed by acrowd. Tamilsinthe aea
fled as their homes were atacked. The person leading in the amoured car was identified as
Piyasena. Piyasena and Upul were two pdicemen in the Speda Investigations Unit who becane
notorious over the disappearance of severa Tamil boys. A senior citizen in Batticdoawho related
thisincident, said that he had personally gone to the Kattankudy border to retrieve the dead body of



atamil. Thefad that aMosque was used in such amanner does not cast an aspersion on Idam, but
tetifies to the degrading character of the state's intentions, cdling for greater aertnessfrom both
Tamils and Mudims. To placemeattersin context, the manner in which the influence and authority
of the Church has been misused during the last decade of our nationd criss, is omething that
should be of great concern to Chrigtians. It has diluted the sandng o every Church as a holy
place.

2.5 The Eravur-Chenkaladi Massacres, 12th August:

The massaae of Mudims at Eravur was described in the Idand of 13th August. This was the first
of its reports during the war with dired reference to killings of Tamils without the normal
adjectives. It is sid that about 200 "Tigers armed with razors and automatics took part in the
attadk in the villages of Saddam Husin Village, Pooakadu and Kaawaichnai in the Mudim
divison of Eravur dectorate. The atack began a 9.00 pm an the 11th and went on urtil the exly
hours of the 12th. Many of the victims are said to have been decapitated.

The report aso quded a TELO sourceto the dfed that 8 Tamils warded in Eravur hospitd were
killed by armed men who raided the hospital. According to other sources, this incident preceded
the masscre. The report added: "At Chenkdadi, close to arice mill at least 50 Tamils including
many women were Killed by a gang of armed men, TELO sources further said. The bodies of
victims were reported to have been set on fire by the killers, the sources sid: "At Sammanthurai,
seven mudims described as peasant were shot by Tigers on the same day while 3 other Mudims
were killed & Akkaraipattu where many Tamils and Mudims were killed during the past few weeks
of bloody violence. The Tigers were shot dead by the pdlice.

"At Weeramunai yesterday (12th) morning armed men raided a refugee camp and daughtered
24 men and women. At leadt 40 suffered seriousinjuries. The Spedal Task Force (STF) men were
yesterday scheduled to escort about 2000 Tamils at Akkaraipattu...."

Fr. Selvargiah was among those killed a Weeramunai. Mr.Alagakoon, brother of the veteran UNP
Minister, K.W.Devanayagam was knifed to death a Chenkalady. Though there was direct
reference to Tamils killed for the first time, the reporting was slent or vague on many questions.
The killersinvolved had to be Tigers on the one hand and undentified personson the other. At the
time of writing we have (because of our own limitations) received no independent confirmation that
the Tigers were involved in the Eravur massaae. Accordingto one sourcefrom Eravur, the killers
went along cdling people in Sinhalese axd shooting or killing whoever they accosted. There dso
some village talk that Ranjith Appah was ®en. It gppeas that the reason for identifying the killers
as Tigers is mainly circumgtantid. Tigers had been identified as killers of Mudims in many other
instances. Even if other parties, such asthe state, found it in their intereststo kill Mudims directly
and blame the LTTE, the risk of being found ou and the consequent liabilities were both high.
This country has never had a reputation for keeping seaets, no thanks to the press. Whether it is
the killers of Richard de Zoysa or the perpetrators of the Anuradhapura massacre, within a matter
of days or weeks, the mogt awkward detail s become subjects of drawing room tak.

Why did the Mudim Congress sy in its satement that "the massaae of Eravur Mudimsisraising
the doubt whether the LTTE is going ahead with its barbaric atacks on the Mudims with the
connivance of the government”? The answer probably liesin what the amy wasdoing. The report
quoted also said: "Many bodies were recovered by soldiers who arrived in Eravur from Batticdoa
and Chenkalady to help people bury their relatives’. The repart had ealier said that the dtack



went on into the early hours of the following day. The massacre which began at 9.00 pm had gone
on for more than 3 hours and the army from the Chenkalady-Eravur border areahad come the
following morning.  The explanation that the army is afraid to get out in the nights is human and
plausble. If one cannot expect more from a professond army, it makes the recruitment of home
guards al the more questionable. The motive has evidently little to do with the protection of the
people. Who had been responsible for the killing of 8 or 9 Tamils at Eravur hospital prior to the
massaae? Mudims living with Tamils have asked home guards not to come any where nea.

About this time it becane clea that the SLMC leader Mr.Ashraff had begun dstancing himself
from the government, whose kind intentions towards Mudims, became more douktful. The
government sigrdled its annoyance d the SLM'S not towing the line by refusing Mr. Ashraff a seat
on the flight which flew Mudim dignitaries from Colombo in to Eravur as part of the propaganda
exercise. Ar. Adhreff isanative of Eravur. We @l it a propaganda exercise, because not only was
smilar consderation not paid to the Tamil dead, but also the matter was officially denied. About
thistime SLMC membersin Colombo were arested and harassed.

In the following days the sun and the Idand newspapers claimed that 75 and 89 Tamils had keen
killed respedively. The officid denia was published in the Dally News. Minister Wijeratne said
that members of the Batticaloa dtizens committee who had been taken to Chenkalady by the amy
hed failed to find evidence Thisis hardly surprising. The truth, as far as we have been able to
verify, is that alarge number of Tamils had been killed and the rest had mostly scattered. For this
reason the compilation of the ligt of dead persons is gill going on dowly, with official hogtility
rather than help.

On the other hand there is little mystery about the identity of the "armed persons’ responsible for
killingthe Tamils. This happened in the morning after the amy found itself able to leave the canp.
Men in army uniform had gane house by house pulling people out. One such armed person came
into a house and found 15 boys in a bedroom. He asked them to quickly get into the kitchen. He
then outside and shouted to someone who made an inquiry, "Mehe Kowruth nehe' ["There is
nobody here']. The 15 escaped later.

A pogtscript to the incident exemplifies the folly of lying through the media and of denying the
obvious. A boy from Chenkalady, now living in Germany, made afrantic cdl to this courtry. Ina
video shown in Germany of the damaged and looted houses that his parents had fled their home in
Chenkdady and were living with relaivesin Batticdoa. On the other hand, concern for the Tamils
and balanced reporting by the state, would have largely eliminated the posshility of biased
reporting by either sde for propaganda and colledion of funds. There is a desultory game being
played in the East a great cost to the people by both sdes. Itsrule is: If you go into ane village
with agun, you them go into the next village with avideo camera.

2.6 Killings and disappearances
N. Mahesan, Batticdoa, 14 th June:

Mahesan from puloly regarded by many of his colleagues as being, by far ,the mog brilliant
amongst the first batch of science graduates from the University of Jaffna, who were admitted in
1974. Mahesan had little interest in politics and life was a sad one. His family was poor and his
father committed suicide when he was to st for his last paper at the A levels. His results were



otherwise brilliant. He obtained 1st class honours for his generd degree. His knowledge of the
subed matter was o through that he spent most of his time in explanations to his fellow students.
His family's circumstances made him seek employment in Nigeria from where he proceeded to the
USA for doctord gtudes in Statistics. Now, being a families man, he returned home before
submitting hs doctord thesis. He applied for temporary employment in the universties of Jaffna
and Batticdoa and was acapted in the latter. From Batticdoa he was to travd to Jaffna on 16th
Jure to face an interview for a temporary appointment a the University of Jaffna. The war began
on 11th Jure and a aesefire was declared on the 13th. Mahesan travelled from Chenkaadi to
Batticdoa to reserve a sed on a mac going to Jaffna On his way back, the van was sopped by
LTTE cadre who hitched aride. Thiswas spatted by an arforce helicopter which followed the van
and opened fire. Obvioudy, the LTTE cadre had seen the hdicopter and not exped to be dtacked
in view of the easefire. The passengerstook shdter under atree. Mashesan was killed by abullet
in the abdomen. Such cdlousness by the air force towards civilians travelling in vehicles was to
become aregular feature of the war.

I heri icdl i _
Emmanuel was a mechanic, who like d motorcar medhanics did not refuse to serve persons with a
gun. When the LTTE ran Batticaloa up to mid-Jure, he serviced LTTE vehicdes. Following the
army takeover of Batticaoa, soldiers tied Emmanuel, placal a tire over him, doused him with
petrol and lit him up. The victim screamed and waked a few paces, before @llgpsing into a
shgpelessmass

Sivakadatcham from Batticdoa was in charge of transport at the Governor's office, Trincomalee
He was taken for questioning by the army and not seen again. Strenuous efforts by the Governor
himsdf failed to vidd results. The Governor, Nalin seniviratne, was himself a Brigadier in the Sri
Lankan Army and was snior to Lucky Wijeratne, the Brigadier presently in charge aTrincomaee
The Governor who has reportedly made representations on behdf of missing persons has made
little impact on his junior. Amongst leading army officers in recett times, Nalin Seniviratne had a
reputation for being against methods which result in large civilian casudties. He is sid to have
been too intelligent and too human to be asuccessful army officer in his country,s degenerae
paliticd context.

Trincomaleg ealy August:

A young boy was among a group of 4 Tamils abducted by Mudim home guards and taken to the
pdice. Timely intervention by his relatives who had some influence in Colombo seaured his
release. The boy, now in Colombo, is sure that he was going to be shot. His companions have
since not been heard of.

The deployment of Mudim home guards, operating under the police in Batticdoa and Trincomaee

towns, in totaly superfluous roles, is e by the locd Tamil and Mudim populations as a not so
subtle means of furthering Tamil-Mudim animosity.

2.7 Settlement/Resettlement of Sinhalese in Trincomalee

It will be clear from our reports that Tamils in these parts are living in Sate of terror, with many
killed and most of them refugees. The pattern suggests that this is a part of deliberate policy. It



come as no surprise that atempts are underway to settle or resettle Sinhalese in these areas, with
gate aid and promised protection. In the meantime Tamils continue to disappear or live in the
disease and neglect of refugee camps. The Idand of 22nd Augus carried the following:
"About 250 Sinhalese families who had been amost languishing in refugee camps in Trincomaee
town for the past three years, have now been resettled in the villages in the Trincomalee Didtrict
which they deserted due to conditions at that time. The first batch of refugees to be resettled had
come from Sirimapura numbering 140...Each of these families was given Rs.1,000 worth of kitchen
utendls, other household items and dry rations a a smple ceremony by K.B.Wijekoon,
Government Agent, Trincomalee. They were dso given items like pillows and mats by the
Sarvodaya representative in the Trincomaee Didrict, Anne Dissanayake. Pipeborn water and
electricity have been provided to some of the resettlement homes and in the case of others, steps
are now being taken to provide them.
"These villagers got ad in the from of cadjans, tiles, cement and other items of building
materials from donorsin various parts of theidand..."
The Dally News of the same day added:
"Minister of State for Defence Mr.Ranjan Wijeratne during his tour of Trincomalee
on the 18th visted those who had been resettled a Sirimapura
Army,Navy,Airforce and Police Officers and GA Trincomaee, K.B.Wijekoon
accompanied him...He went round to see the workmen from Kurunegala District
renovating damaged house a Sirimapura on a voluntary basis They sent here by
the Chief Minister of the NW province Mr. Gamini Jayawicrama Perera...”

The blatantly discriminatory manner in which the state mechinery is a work shows an inginctive
chauvinigtic drive towards an objective. Sarvodaya is of course a well-funded NGO, avowedly
Gandhian and careful in its diplomecy, but not well known for a postion that could be called
principled or courageous. Its position on Tamil refugeesin Trincomaee has not been reported.

There is no accountability where Tamil representatives can check what exactly is going on.
Exigting Sinhdese settlements were made under questionable conditions on land encroached with
gate connivance, often under cover of racia violence. We do not meke distinctions between
human beings and we live in aworld where the movement of human beings and exposure to other
cultures is accepted as being hedthy. Many Tamils too would welcome Sinhalese living in the
North-East under conditions where racia politics had been marginalised and where accountability
and equdity in the functioning of the state can be secured. At present the conditions are
deteriorating very much in the opposte direction. The political motivation can only be termed
diabolical by its effects.

Anyone who cares genuindy for these Sinhalese settlers must ask:

Are they placed in conditions where they can live as hedthy human beings? Are practica
conditions being secured where they can live in good neighbourliness? What are the prospects of
their children entering university in acountry that boasts of universa free education?

We know that they live in squdor, cynicdly inducted into a paramilitary culture, hated by their
neighbours as much as they hate their neighbours. Indeed at every bout of anti-Tamil rioting, they
were encouraged to attack their neighbours under military protection-a treatment which the Tamil
groups returned when the IPKE arrived. They are victims of decadent uncaring nationdism. It
comes as no surprise that such scheme should be undertaken by the same date that has killed
Sinhalese rdentlesdy in the South-a state and ruling class equally cynical of the Sinhalese poor as of
the Tamil people.



2.8 Destroying the Basis of Eelam

The Sunday Times of 26th August published a full page aticle with the title dove, by Malinga
Herman Gunaratne, author of "For a Sovereign state”, published by Sarvodaya printers. the aticle
concerned the subject of his book, of bresking the contiguity of the Tamil region by planting
Sinhalese settlements. The plan of settlements on the Y an Oya axd Mawathu Oya was worked ou
before the 1983 commurd riots, by what are described as "some of the keenest minds in the
Mahaveli Ministry, now holding international positions. The secret operation was scuttled by
Presdent J.R.Jayawardena whose son supported these settlements.  Some senior persons in the
minigtry, including the author lost their jobs and Gamini Dissanayake, the minister concerned, was
reprimanded. The aithor feels keenly the long hours of incarceraion in dark, dank pdlice cells-
nothing compared with what his friend Ravi's paramilitary forces did first to Tamil and then
extended Sinhalese boys. The Sunday Times introduces the aticle & a first person accourt of the
plan...(and in kegoing with its editoria suggestions of using military advantage to settle the land
guestions), whether such an operation cannot till be mounted, thistime with officid blessngs.

The fact that Jayawardene . no friend of the Tamils, had to act as he did suggests that the plan was
blatantly loony as it was recis. The plan was cdculated to make Sri Lanka apermanent issie in
Indan politics giving Inda and Tamil Nadu stronger grounds for legitimate leverage in loca
affairs, than hed the '83riots. Indeed, the president's adion suggests grong Indian protest. As past
events, as well astoday's, poignantly make explicit, the execution of such a plan requires genocide,
at least on alimited scde. The fact that the July 1983 radal violence proved an appropriate setting
for the plan make that clear:

"The riots had st the stage for atide of nationalism. Some 45,000 flocked to the Maduru Oyain
search of the promised land...Our first proposal was only to placea few settlers as deterrent against
illegal encroachments by Tamil separatigs.”

The Tamil militancy was we& a that time, and was in o pastion to help Tamil encroaches. In
fad Tamil victims from the 1977 violence from the South who had settled in Pankulam, were
driven away quite smply, by the AGA walking in with a few others and setting fire their huts,
shortly before the 1983 anti-Tamil violence. Under cover of this violence severd Tamil victims
from 1977 in these aeas were rounced up, taken to the hill country, and dumped amidst the 1983
violence

The 45,000 were not moving spontaneoudy into Maduru Oya with retiondlist fervor, asthe aticle
later admits:

"We onceived and implemented a plan which we though would secure the territorid integrity of
Sri Lanka for a long time. We moved a large group of 45,000 land-hungy peasants into the
Batticdoa and Polonnaruwa digtricts of the Maduru Oya delta.  The second step was to make a
similar human settlement in the Yan Oya basin. The third step was going to be a settlement of a
number of people, opposed to "Edlam” on the Mawahu Oya. He dams that his group was
responsible for the Weli-Oya settlement, separating Mullaitivu and Trincomaee digtricts.

The article dso presents a colored photograph of Ravi Jayawardene with Moshe Levy, redpient of
the Star of David, suggesting Isradi inspiration behind the plan. It dso reminds a person,
mischievoudly perhaps, that Premadasa is the man who threw out the Israglis, much to the dagrin
of an sedion of the ruling party, who looked upon Israglis as good friends. Behind the propaganda
thrust represented by the article, one cannot dismissthe possibility of a power struggle within the

ruling party.



The views of the author of this article ae not those of an isolated individua of questionable sanity.
The publicity enjoyed by his views suggests that influential persons are heping himto by the aithor
and his own article indcate that his views command considerable influence within the amed forces.
The aithor is a pains to dsclaim origindlity for the idess. It islogical expresson of the inginctive
chauvinism of the ruling dlite. It represents their ideaof how a united Sri Lanka @n be preserved
within their overlordship. Settlers are pawvns to them. The author is a planter, a respectable
dternative to an army caree for misson school boys. An argument offered for these land
settlements is land hurger in the South with its vast tea, rubber and coconut plantations. The
declining prices of these products on the international market make their continuance questionable,
againg presaure for land redigtribution. To make matters worse, the UNP which held power for
over 10 years has even taken over peasant lands in the South and gven them over to sugar
multinationals for questionable returns. Thisis how killing dsenchanted Sinhalese in the South and
setting others in Tamil areas are two sides of the same coin.  The author indrectly appeds for
suppart for hisplan to the Minister for Defence, himself an ex-planter.

Variations of the aithor's plan have ben in exeadution for some time without being so explicitly
dsated. Senior citizens of Trincomalee who have been watching with concern for severa years
would tell you that. Unfortunately, out of the few able spokesmen the Trincomalee Tamils had,
some were killed in pditicd rivalry and a drive for influence by Tamil group within the lagt two
years. Nearly every ministry and every government corporation operating in Trincomaleehas been
devoting resourcesto settling Sinhalese, whether direaly or indirealy-Ministry of ports, Ministry of
Industries and Sciertific Affairs, Ministry of Tourism, Cashew Corporation etc. Thus the plan
represents the ingtinctive thrust of the whole government machinery, inclusive of the amed forces,
to the point of becoming indtitutiondized. Officia with sober views have ceased to count, and
indeed even Tamil officials who share the anxieties of their fellows, have bemme integrated into
the system.

Genocide is alogicd consequence of this ideologicd thrust though perhaps in a limited form. At
some point state sponsored induction of Sinhalese in a pditicdly hostile environment would
threaten the Tamils and Mudims, first in the milder form of encroaching on their lands. A ministry
by gazette notification designates a piece of land as being taken over either for atourist resort, to
build quarters for employees, for the use of Prima Houwr mills or for some such purpose. The
squatter colony of Sirimapura suddenly springs up on a piece of land belonging to the municipality.
One way or the other locals lose land-it may be persond property, temple property or public
property used by locads. Where there were disputes, law courts had long ceased to be of much use,
bu the Sinhalese had the police the army and the navy. The Tamil boys in 1983 assuaged their
helpless anger by going for training arms by the hurdreds. Next, the forces behaved as thoudh
every Tamil was aterrorist. At this point we were on the dlippery dope towards genocide. During
the aurrent war, a close look at events would reved both a qualitative as well as a quantitetive
difference between massaaes by the state forces andthose by the LTTE. The latter reved astrong
component of localized anger and insecurity felt by locd Tamils, and reve the darader of
spontaneous commund violence.  The former ad on orders from Colombo and the manner in
which Mudims have been used srongy suggests a powerful element of per-meditation. Figures
complied by locd citizens reved irreplacedle losses to the strengths of tamil communities in
vulnerable places- About 200 killed and missng in Karaitivu, 500 in Kamunai, 400 in Batticdoa,
severa hundreds in Trincomaee, next to no Tamils remaning in Pottuvil with the young men taken
by the STF. In some places, such as Akkaraipattu, those singed out for killing include leaders of
the locd community. Then there is the manner in which the state mechinery is stting Sinhdese
while the Tamils are totally beaten. All this siggests a pattern. It is the only possble logicd



exeadtion of Herman Gunaratne's plan.

Where it will lead the @untry to is not hard to imagine. We must question not only the saintly of
one individual, but of the whole ruling class.

2.9 THE EAST: LATE INFORMATION

Batticdoa, 4th September: Three girls were shot dead nea the Batticdoa railway sation on the
4th night. One girl was the sgter-in-law of David, member of the TELO. The girl's mother was
taken off a Colombo bound bus by the LTTE during July. The dead girl, David's wife's elder sigter,
had reported the mother's abduction to the ICRC. The mother is snce missng. According to
rumour, the other two girls are said to have 'misbehaved’ with the many.

Batticdoa, 28th December 1989: 65 members of the Tamil National Army (TNA) are reported to
have been buied in one huge pit a Nadlathanni Madu, Muhatuvaram. The victims had
surrendered to the LTTE and awere being held prisoners. Prior to burid, their hands were tied and
some were dive while some had been shot. Vehicles were then run over the grave. The incident
was reported by two independent witnesses and is digtinct from the killing of about 75 TNA
prisoners sortly after the LTTE took over Batticdoa on 14th December 1989, backed by the Sri
Lankan Army.

Casualty figures, 7th September 1990:  Local citizen's committees have provided the following
figures of regigered Tamil casudties snce the beginning of the war: Pottuvil - 260 dead,
Sankamanakandy (between Pottuvil and Thirukkovil)- 20 dead; Thirukkovil -9 dead; Karaitivu -
190 dead, 60 missng; Kamunai AGA'S divison-240 dead, 30 missng; Weeamuna, Mawattai
and Walathapiddy - 210 deal; 45 missng, Thiraikkeni, Attapdam-57 dead; Amparai- 1203 dead,
256 missng.

Kamunai - 94 shops looted, 18 burnt, Pottuvil-nearly al Tamil shops and house burnt; Amparai -
more than 1500 dwellings burnt.

Karativu, June:  Following the appearance of 27 headlessbodies washed ashore on the Kamunai
beadh in June, the STF and the army addressed Karaitivu citizens.  The citizens were told that 2
Musdims who had been responsble for these bodies had been taken in with several identity cards.
Appropriate adion was promised.



Chapter 3

MATTERS OF TOPICAL INTEREST

3.1 The Question of a Ceasefire

In awar where killings of civilians has assumed berbaric dimensions, it is natural and proper that
any conceaned person should wish for an ealy end to this. Since 1985 many ceasefires have mme
and gone, destroying hopes of well-wishers. While these ceaefires placed some temporary
restraint on the mgor armed parties, they did not spare the dvilians. One @uld say that most
civilian leaders whose presence culd have had an amdliorating effed and have imposed some
sanity were killed during ceesefires. The Stuation at the end o every ceasefire had deteriorated so
much that people were left longng for the pre-ceasefire condition when seeking a ceasefire, we
must adso pay atention to what we want to happen during a cessefire.  This needs greder
understanding and commitment.

The question is also closaly tied to the destructive nature of the politics we describe in the following
section. It dso concerns the legitimacy of the parties concerned. A close examination of al
ceasefire in our context show that the parties agreed because there was a serious challenge to their
power and credibility and reeded arespite. But there was no change of heat anda commitment to
democracy and human rights. The result was tactical manoeuvering to keep power at any cost with
its natural consequences. While it is difficult to justify killing political enemies in one's own camp
during war because of the demoralisation it will crede, it becomes amost the sole preoccupeation
during a easefire. In particular, during a guerrilla campaign, when a group requires the peoples
suppat in the from of food and shelter, it becomes awkward to be accused o killing a pditica
opponent with a dean record. Such liahilities are minimised during a easefire when the group is
physicdly seaure.

Thus the LTTE's ceasdfire with the Sri Lankan government was marked by politica killings of
many Tamils, reading a peak during the ealy part to this year as the IPKF pulled out. Human
rights violations becare blatant. The government on the other hand while materidly helping the
LTTE to eiminate its enemies and wEng it to gaad the IPKF, was free to concentrate on its
counter-terror. This too reached a pesk during the IPKF pull-put, bringing the tota killed to sami-
official figure of 40,000. Up to thispaoint the ceasfire was useful to both.

Beyond this point, the emerging information suggests that the LTTE got the bad side of the
bargain. It had taken grea care not to embarrassPresident Premadasa. While it made no linkswith
the Sinhdlese opposition, the government appeas to have been gearing up to use the Mudim and
Tamil enmitiesthe LTTE had exacerbated without second thoughts.

Just as people began to tak of peace being restored, represson defended inthe Tamil areas. After
its spokesmen had made some liberal noises and hed talked of perestroika, the group laded the
ability to come to terms with its pagt- its higtory of alienating many as “traitors, and o first of
alowing the Sri Lankan forces to advance in 1987 by its elimination of other groups and then



enabling India to intervene legitimately. Both parties had problems of legitimacy with their own
people.

The foregoing servesto show that a mere easefire without the ancomitant enforcement of human
rights is meanindess It is for this reason that even well-meaning talk of an international pea@
keeping force could be mistaken and courter-productive. The first task isto get the principles right
and decide what is to be monitored and enforced. Then it does not matter how it is done provided
it isdone dfectively by competent persons. Theimportant thing isto first get both sides committed
publicly to have basic human rights monitored and enforced. Then prevarication and foot-dragging
by ether party standsto be exposed.

To start with an internationd peae keging force would be open to seemingly legitimate technica
scruples by both sdes. For ingtancethe LTTE spokesman Balasingam has dready said that such a
force which circumvents India will not be aceptable to it. (Another somersault!) A promunent
Indian role will on the other hand give cause for the Sri Lankan government to throw its gpanners
into the works. Once principles are seaured, technicd ggps can be bridged with ingenuity. For
example, while aprominent role for the Indian army in an internationa force can be objedionable,
there @n be no legitimate objection to prominent Indians who have dampioned human rights.

We know that many NGO's and international groups long concerned with problems here ae setting
their minds to the problem. While welcoming thiswe ae only saying that it can be done dfectively
and durably with no greaer delay. How it is done will determine the lives and future of the few
Tamils left who have been with the people and have taken a murageous gand at thistime. Without
themthere can herdly be afuture.

3.2 Development Amidst the politics of Destruction

This was a question which confronted us in stark terms between the months of March and June this
year when there was a mnceted effort by the Tigersto persuade NGO's and the government that
this was the time to begin the processof rehabilitation and recongruction in the North-East. Many
of us fet ingtinctively through long experience that the ams of rehabilitation and reconstruction
were incompatible with be aurrent pdlitics which hed dienated, destroyed and made of none dfed,
the energies and contribution of a Szegble section of the populacewith socia conscience The
Tamils will need rehabilitation and reconstruction even more urgently after this most devastating of
wars. Those who are genuindy interested in the Tamils must ask themselves what kind of process
thisis going to be, who will participate, who will benefit and whether it will encourage the politics
of recondiliation, development and amitigation of evils. The whole question isaso very relevant to
the Sinhalese South.

NGO's have been a part of nation life for over a decade. At the sart there were @nditions where
some ongtructive work in helping communities in reed, could have been done without paying too
much attention to politica developments. Subsequent developments indicate that such condtions
ceased to exist some time before July 1983, though from that time NGO activity, both local and
foreign, had increased with even churches joining in. Despite enormous funds poured in, little of
permanent vaue has been accomplished. In this chronic state of conflict, a pattern has st in.
Armies and armed groups Kill, destroy and create refugees, the NGO's feed. The government has
been quite comfortable with ignoring those victims it does not particularly care for. We @nnot
avoid escaping the fad that confronting the politics of destruction is a necessary pre-requisite of



genuine rehahilitation and reconstruction.

The politics of destruction: We shdl now explain what is meait by the politics of destruction.
Thisis the politics of tactical survival without deference to moras or principles. Without an honest
attempt a finding answers to questions of justice it perpetuates power by sprealing alienation,
divison and inseaurity amongst those whose problems pose these questions. Instead of harnessng
the energies and seauring co-operation amongst diverse ammmunities for the cmmon good of dl, it
destroys al congtructive energy and good will, and channels dl energy into obsessve hatred.
Instead of seeking to bring ou the best, it brings out the worg in everyone. Those who practice
this pdlitics become increasindy trapped into devoting nealy al their energies into surveillance of,
and fomenting divisons among those who chdlenge their power. Thisis the politics of destruction.
With such pdlitics, development is hardly possble.

We have seen how the Tigers have practiced it. Though it brought them power in the short run, it
cornered a large number of youth into the logic of the same pdlitics and has made the people
powerless The only thing which dominates the minds of these youth who have faced humiliation
and oppression at the hands of the Tigersis bitternessand vengeance They are prepared to use ay
means frustrate the Tigers as the Tigers have done to them. With all democratic space dosed, only
the logic of the gun prevails. It isironic that at their height of power and fame in March this yea,
the Tigers neaded to hold about 2.000 pditicd prisoners in the most dehumanising conditions, and
were unable to be generous. But the media, both locd and foreign, cdled this pea® and praised
the Tigers and the government.

As for the governmert, its politics is marked by burning bodies in the South while @mnducting a
patriotic war in the North. Without gaing for the credive option of putting forward a pdlitica
solution, it is using the divisons between Tamils and Muslims as well as amongst Tamils making
the Tamil and Mudims moreisolated and insecure. Ironicdly, the Tigersto their own dsadvantage
and by their own inability deepened these divisions with the cnnivance of the government.

This destructive politics is also evident in the manner in which the government silenced the aitire
student movement in the South. In spite of their divisons, the student movement in the 80's
became a mgjor voice in articulating genuine grievances arising from corruption coupled with the
application of ecnomic programs refleding western interests and rotions of development. Many
student activigs grongy beieve that the government was actively involved in creaing divisons
which were highlighted by the murder of Daya Pathirana in the mid 8's. The IUSF (Inter
Universty Students Federation) which was adive during 1988 and 89 is charaderised asterrorist
by some ad as racist by others. It may have been mistaken in its ideas and adions. By its
selectivenessin condemning terror, it sood compromised and discredited by the VPs ads. But
there ae few grounds for believing that the lUSF was J/ P any more than the UNP was JVP.

The fact is that many members of the IUSF knew next to nothing about the VP. According to
their own batch mates a number of students who were killed or have disappeared are not those who
threatened their fellows and teachers, but were simply members of legitimate student bodies. We
know for certain that a number of 1USF members were open minded credive persons who wanted
to do some good. It wasagood ckal due to their persistence that at the presidentia eledions, the
SLFP put out in its manifesto quite far reaching propasals to devolve power to minority regions.
On the question of labour of Indian origin, their position is more generous than the those of the two
main paties These ae no smdl adievements for young persons whose opportunities for
interacting with Tamils were limited. Did not the country, at least for its own good, oweit to these
young men to have aform of pdlitics that would channel their good will and crestivity rather than



brand them as terrorists and hunt them down? The fact that severa of them living in hiding, having
narrowly escaped desth at the hands of the Sate, have themsaves not become murderers sows a
rare human qudlity.

The seriousnessof the depressng state of our universities where students are silenced to the paint
of even begin scared o contesting student union positions, is not generaly appreciated. The
country is being run as though the energies of the young are not wanted. Our poverty of ideas is
being exacerbated in addition to emnomic poverty. While the vag mgority of our young are
silenced and terrorised, their courterparts from the dite with foreign university educaion stand to
be pushed in to publicity and prominence in excess of their undersanding and contribution. The
seeting anger that lies below the surface should not be underestimated.

The much publicised and costly Gam Udawa 90 exhibition at Pdlekele which coincided with the
president's birthday is perhaps symbolic of the kind of development that takes placeunder these
condtions. The hidden redity in Palekde was that severd of its in hebitants had been killed and
bunt some months ago, following a VP attack on the locd army camp. None of its registered
voters had cast ther vote a the presdentia elections in Decaemnber 1988. Many Sinhdlese
harboured strong fedings aout the whole dfair which was colourfully portrayed in one paper as
"Pdllekele Reborn. A Sinhadese lady in a government department which participated in the
exhibition was cdled up by her bossfor an explanation on why she had dedined to contribute to the
Nationa Defence Fund. She said that if the government was serious about the cause of the soldiers
and the fund it should have cancdled the exhibition and given the money to the fund, instead of
taxing those who are struggling with their daily living. To take this position in Kandy required no
mean courage.

In the nature of the prevailing dispensation it srongy suggests itsdf that much of the foreign
money that comes as aid reinforces this palitics rather than benefit the people. 1f the government's
accessto dollars was restricted, it would have had to think serioudy before purchasing aircraft and
bombsto kill its own people and destroy wedth that cannot be replaced.

One muld also discern a gsrong link between the LTT E's foreign connedions and the
processof the people becoming powerless

Development requires accountability, and that cannot be secured here without chalengng the
dominant politics of destruction.

The ned to be firm: In this climate of slence, the responsibility strongly fals on the locd NGO's
churches and the universities to expose the nature of the destructive manner in which power
wielded, in the South as well as in the North. The ordinary people have no one dse. A lack of
firmness or wishy-washinesswould be @stly to these ingtitutions as well. Quite frequently, after
long discussons, saements are issued which deplore violence deplore the decline of morals and
cdl for peace ad negatiions. Such serve to sooth consciences and satisfy foreign funding
agencies, without posing a didlenge to the oppressors. Those in power regularly utter the same
sentiments. The grim redity is left untouched. But on the other hand those in these same
ingitutions ceremonialy asciate with those in the state, have tete tete's with them and are
entertained by them as old school shams. They may of course tell those in power some things
privately, which from experienceis of very limited value. In the dsenceof afirm principled public
position on what exadly is wrong, their links with those in power give the ordinary people avery
different massage. They form conclusions about whose violence they serioudy disapprove of, and
become uncomfortable with these ingtitutions.  This is partly the cause of alegations, sometimes



wild, which have surfaced from time to time. Leadership in this dimate is serious business
requiring much sengitivity.

itions for renabilitati | ,

To begin this process what the Tamils need is the politics of rehabilitation, which will enable the
cregtive energies of the people to be utilized. For this the people need space to defeat the pdlitics
of destruction. Through pdliticd pragmatism arising from their survival ingtinct, the Tigers may
show different faces to different people axd even voice liberd sentiments. But this cannot be
sustained. To cover up ther higory of opportunism which cost the Tamils dealy, and their
dienation of alarge sedion of the population, particularly the conscientious young, they will need
to resort to terror. Aslong as this politics prevails, the Tamils will continue to have an urcertain
future. To gart economic recongtruction urder these conditions to gve a superficia feding that
development is under way, will definitely leal to disaster.

To start with al organisations must be alowed to function democraticaly. Only this will provide
spaceto re-evaduate and identify those tendencies which have become dominant in the socid arena.
This is necessary to counter the dehumanisation brought about during the curse of the armed
sruggle. We have not gone through a liberating process where by the community could be
strengthened with a higher value sysem. The community has got used to reading mechanicdly
and people tend to look for immediate alternatives to safeguard their short term interests, such as
by going abroad.

It is therefore essentia that organisations and individuals who try to look at ourselves self-criticaly
should be protected a any cost. The NGO's and humean rights organisations $ould understand the
vital role these people @n play in restoring civil society.

3.3 In Parliament

By the end of August there were some hedthy signs amongst the opposition. On Sunday 26th
August al mgjor oppasition groups, including the SLFP, MEP, SLMC, CP, SLMP, LSSPand the
NSSP attended a meeting convened by the TELO to demand a haf to the bombing in Jaffna and to
get food and supplies urgently to the dvilian population in the North-East.  Once ayan, the
Oppodtion launched into spirited attacks on the government's human rights record. Violations in
the South had been highlighted during the extenson of emergency debate ad a question time.
The SLFP had for the firgt time since the outbregk of war decided to vote ajaing the extension of
emergency. The Tamil groups are dso voicing concern and are talking about civilian suffering,
instead of just bashingthe LTTE. The SLMC too seems to have redised that Smply going to the
government with pleass to hep the Mudims, is not just inadequate, but will only hep the
governments to use the Mudimsin as disastrous manner. The SLMC has $iown greater sengtivity
to the sufferings of the Tamils as neighbours of suffering Mudlims, and has recently been critica of
the government's handling of the problem, and of its conspire-torial wrecking of the North-East
provincial council arrangements.

But given the urgency of the situation in the cuntry, all thisis far from adequate. We canot wait
4 yeas for eledions  The oppogtion is far from evolving a pdliticd consensus on how to find a
paliticd solution that will corner the government. It ladks the will to challenge the government by
taking the political upper hand.  The government is likely to go on by saying that the Oppasition



can tak while it has the serious businessof fighting the war, urtil total disaster strikes.

Just to teke the Tamil parties done, their postion is far from hedthy. They have failed to take an
open and criticd view of their past and have done nothing to chalenge the LTTE politicdly. For
the first few weeks of the war, they angered Tamil civilians by being too pre-occupied with the
LTTE, and paying lessatention to civilian suffering.

During the early months of this year they were wary of the LTTE coming into the pdliticd
maindream. They did not appear too taken on the removd of the sixth amendment to the
congtitution and the cancellation of the Sinhdlese 'Sri' from notorcar license plates, Smply because
these were demands put by the LTTE in its talks with the government. But these were more
importantly Tamil demands. The LTTE had made its entry into the so cdled pditicd mainstream
condtional upon the remova of the six amendment. If the Tamil parties opposed to it were willing
to be sdf-critical, they could have ddlenged the LTTE on its historical and human rights records.
But instead some of them lobbied parliamentarians againgt voting for the removal of the sixth
amendment. To do thisthey had to apped to the Sinhdlese dhauvinism of some of the MP's.

In other words they were fighting the LTTE with the same methods of deception and intrigue that
the LTTE had used againgt them when they tried to run the North-East provincia council. On the
other hand the LTTE was carying on rot wanting to offend the government in any way. It pulled
up the EDF (EROS) for voting last March with the opposition on an Opposition amendment to the
Buddha Sasana Bill. Thus the groups opposed to the LTTE were prepared to resort to any means
to see that the LTTE was not allowed to doanything as the LTTE had previoudy done to them.
Both were prepared to play into the hands previoudy done to them. Both were prepared to play
into the hands of Sinhalese dhauvinism for that purpose, and opened the door for the government
to play one agangt the other. This is why we have said ese where that as a pre-requisite for
development or any reviva of civil life, the destructive politics by which the Tigers have @rnered
themselves as well as others must be defeaed. Make no mistake - if the Tigerstry to hold power
and run things as they did, there is enormous destructive potential, for what happened in parliament
happening dl the way down Tamil society Pre-occupation with so-cdled traitors will take
precedence over everything dse. A hedthy change may be set in motion if the other Tamil groups
sart by looking a their past and their own past misbehaviour self-criticaly.

Asked dbout the president's role in the breskdown of arrangements with the LTTE, a senior
parliamentarian replied:
" The president is surrounded by a group of conspirators. There is no evidence to say
definitely where the president sood. But what happened does not say much for an
al powerful president.”

There was a widespread sense of loss amongst Tamils over the dsence from parliament of
A.Amirthdingam and Sam Tambimuttu. Many fdt that despite his rious faults Amirthaligam was
a person who would have been very useful at thistime. He would have made anoise and it would
have been head around the world. An Easterner who had worked closely with Sam Tambimuttu
said:
"Sam did pay his ganes. But he had enormous credit with internationa
organisations like the Amnesty Internationdl. His reports were through and
splendid. Had he been dive what happened to the people of the East and their
sufferings would not have been shrouded in a vell of darkness They should rever
have touched him."



3.4 Diplomacy, Finance and Weapons

A curious event occurred in April this yea, shortly after the IPKF's departure.  The government
ordered the Isragli interests sedion in the US embassy to be closed. This was a sharp departure
from the practice and ingtincts of an influential section of the ruling UNP. The UNP government
under Presdent Jayawardenea had invited the Isradis as part of a US padkage to hep the
government forces - particularly in intelligence matters. The lsragli agencies Mossad and Shin Bet
are sad to have been involved. Jaywardene's n Ravi was closdy asciated with the Isradli role.
President Premadasdas own sympathies ar known to have been very pro Western. Thiswas natural
to the large section of the Sinhalese intelligentsia which looked to the West as a munter to India -
perceaved as the traditional enemy. There was adso a substantial sedion of locd opinion which saw
Isradl as a aeature of Western imperidism and saw non-aignment as the corred policy for Sri
Lanka. This was refleaed in the foreign pdicy of the Bandaranayikes which found convergence
with Indds. It was Mrs Bandaranayake's SLFP led codition with the Left that in 1970 expelled
the Isradi misson in Colombo, in solidarity with the Palestinian cause. Some very responsible
sources with acess to police reards of the VP led insurgency in 1971, formed a strong
impression that the VP was infiltrated, armed and goaded prematurdly into action on the
cdculation that it would be adisastrousfailure. It aso discredited the first left wing government of
Sri Lanka, together with every form of socialism, for along time to come.

For the Premadasa governmernt, there were other considerationsaswell. The Arab countriesinthe
Middle-East, unlike Isragl, purchased large quartities of Ceylon tea ad supplied this country with
oil. In addition to this, srong Mudim opinion from within the @muntry was being brought to bear
on the government to expel the Isragli interests sedion, with the progped of mediating with Arab
netion to give Sri Lanka something materid for its troubles. There was also some disenchantment
within the US adminidration over its protege Israd's rigidity on the Pdestinian question.
According to Sihabudeen Ossman writing in the Sunday Times of 12th August, a cabinet member
told the SLMC 'that a solution had been found ty elevating both the Isradi Interests Sedion and
the PLO to embassy status. What then decided the expulsion of the Isradi Interests Section which
earned an expresson of disgppointment from the US embass/? Some have suggested that the US
was consulted and its disgppointment was only formal. Other diplomeatic sources in Colombo have
said that the government was very upset when Senator Stephen Solarz from the Senate Foreign
protested about its human rights record. It was about this time that the American and Western
press caried some hard hitting articles about the government's record, highlighting the murder of
journdigt Richard de Zoysa. These source regarded the expulsion of the Isradlis as a means of
hitting back at the US.

When the war with the LTTE broke out in June, despite the government having initialy at least
succeded in claiming mordity to be on its side, unlike in 1983, western enthusiasm to help the
government was not visible. Audralia turned down a, request to sdl ammunition. This may dso
be related to the perception that Indawas presently neutralised. By August it became dear that the
government was desperate.

In early August Minister Ranjan Wijeratne (Defence and Plantations) set off on a trip to Middle
Eastern courtries induding Irag, Iran and Libiyawith Minister Munsoor (Commerce). It wastaken
for granted by the pressthat the purpose was to request arms and military help. The misson failed
because Irag's invasion of Kuwait, which came to be known after the minister was arborne, threw
everything in the Middle East topsy turvy. In a press conference dfter his return (Idand, 10th
August), the minister claimed that the purpose of the visit was to explain the “fadud postion in Sri



Lanka. He could not visit Iraq because Beghdad airport was closed, as he found ot in Cairo. In
Iran he met the president and several ministers who “gave him good heaing. In Libya he met the
No.2 as Colond Gadaffi had to rush out of Tripoli on an urgent matter concerning the Gulf criss.
They were treged well, but had to leave for Iraq after 1 1/2 days. The Minister for Foreign Affairs
had not been associated in the misson.

The worst was yet to come. The Sunday Times of 26th August reported on the eonomic impad
of the Gulf criss. If there was no further increase in the oil price Sri Lankas annud oil bill will go
up US $110 million to $370 million. Itslossof annual earnings from Kuwait and Irag done is $120
million from Sri Lankan workers remittance. Iraq which purchased 20 per cent of Sri Lankas tea
isnow urableto do so. Thewar is sid to be cgting the government about $1 million a day.

Asfor allegations that Israel is helping the LTTE, diplométic sources sid that there is no evidence
of the Isragli state being involved, except the possbility of involvement by some Isradli mercenaries.

In dl this, it is evident that the kind of foreign pdicy evidence the government has been recaving
over the yeas needs to be questioned. Whatever the tadicd reasons, one must question the sense
of responsihility exercised by those who think that aweak Sri Lanka could drift from the well tested
pdicy of non-alignment, could flirt with shady powers such as Israd, Irag and Libya within a short
spaceof time, and then come out in one piece.

There is a close link between the will for bold pditicd initiatives a home to secure peace, and a
foreign palicy that reflects oundressand dignity. The dternative is to play with lives and hold on
to power while the nation buns.



CHAPTER 4

LIFE IN THE NORTH

4.1 Food shortages - Incident at Uduvil Colony

Following the outbre& of the war, al food stocks were taken over by the LTTE and were
controlled by them. Food that was released through retail shops fetched prices which only the
middle income group could barely negotiate. Food was distributed only to people saying in
refugee camps. The low income groups with no steady income who were not refugees, such as
those inthe Uduvil colony, suffered badly.

Recently hard pressed people in the Uduvil colony, who suspeded that the manager of the locd
MPCS (Multi Purpase Co-operative Society) had lied to them, raided the MPCS store and found
some food stocks. The angry villagers informed the LTTE. The LTTE searched the manager
house and found rice and kerosene oil, which they removed in addition to what was in the sore.
The manager was taken into custody. The manager pleaded with the people who were well known
to him and were from the same aea. Out of pity, the young men in the aea drafted and Sgned a
letter asking the LTTE to pardon the manager and took it tothe LTTE. The LTTE thanked the
young men and took them all away to dig burkers. When rdeasing them, they were asked to bring
their mothers who were at the forefront in the MPCS affair. In the end the villagers did ot get
any of the food stuff that was theirs by right, and were left feeling very angry that the movement did
not care for their well-being. A women from the comnunity said, "We recovered food from a
crow and gaveit to an eagle.”

The two things to note here ae the of humanity from the leaders of a liberation struggle and the
discipline and magnanimity of some of the poorest people from the lower reaches of society.
Instead of ransacking the MPCS, they went to the “authorities. They were dso ready to pleal for
the miscreant manager.

4.2 AlLevel Examinations ; LTTE & Government Attitudes

Thousands of students were busy preparing for the A. Level examinations sheduled for August,
when the war broke out in June. Ordinary civilian life was dettered in the North-East and in the
Eagt, people were living in terror, in refugee camps. When the government announced that the
A.Leved examinations would ke hed on schedule, the people felt furious and powerless The
government further announced that people from troubled aress could st a other center. Given
their own dsturbed circumstances and the red risks facing young travelers, a very smdl fradion
felt inclined to try this option. By its insengtivity, the government was both dienating and
frugtrating the dassof students whose disllusonment with the LTTE was greatest. The delay in
the government announcing a separate examination for the North-East was damaging. The LTTE
was on the other hand looking for any means to get students involved in anti-government protests.
Its fudent association organised a campaign against the government's earlier dedsion and cdled for



aboycott of A.Level examinations. The students for the most part remained cynicd.

Subsequently, the LTTE becane excessvely agitated at the though that a few students may go to
Colombo and sit for the examination - an option herdly feasble to the mgjority. Then pogters came
up cdling those who would st for the A/L's outside the North-East traitors. They together with
their families were deemed urfit to live in the North-East and were cndemned to exile. The
problem itself was not a serious one in comparison with much else that was going on. This adion
demondgrated the LTTE's inability to apped to reason and community sense. Its paranoia and
insecurity impelled it to rely on terror.

A campaign and march were organised againgt, "Educationd Oppresson”. When the government
announced that a separate examination will be held in the North-East, the fea of a tougher
examination was used to continued the same ampagn

When deding with university students, the LTTE's concern for education was quite the reverse.
They were told that studying was futile axd were even asked to join the final battle.

The manner in which the LTTE has handled severd issues during this war, of which the A.L
examinations is one, brings out its true nature. It utilized, thrived on and enhanced the basic
sdlfishnessin the society, while frugtrating any tendency for reform. Brutality, self-centrednessand
suicide ae responses of different sections of the society to the politics of “every man for himsdf'.
The LTTE cannot afford to extendits logic of stigmatising those who wish to sit for their A.Levels
outside. This would mean terming al those with means who wish to leave the country now
because of red difficulties, traitors. Indeed, it would place members of the leadership like Anton
Balasingam, who left the aountry and becane aBritish citizen at atime when the pressuresto leave
were minimd, in an unenviable position.

The LTTE has never valued independent persons who conscioudly came bad to the courtry to
serve. Some of them have met with cruel fates. On the other hand persons who went abroad for
purely selfish reasons and who are willing to do propaganda or make ntributions to the
merchandise of death have been highly vaued.

Even in Jaffna today which faces an acute criss, there is no attempt at a politics of promoting
community sense or of helping the poor worgt hit deprivations. Releasing apparently scarce goods
through retailers at astronomicd prices is a means of making money out of those who can afford,
while not serioudy providing for the poor. Those who want to leave for Colombo can do so
provided they could afford the extortionate transport charges. The legitimate ager of the poor
againg the Sri Lankan state is aso useful, as no aternative has been left to them except to depend
onthe LTTE. Theyawing gap of hypaocrisy is bridged by terror.

It is little wonder that corruption hed become an integral part of amost every aspect of Jaffna life
over the last few decades, with the cnnivance of the socid leadership. The LTTE was an organic
growth adapted to Jaffna society. The minority of young men and women who tried to fight this
tendency and lost patience, have been often driven to either compliance, madnessor hatred.

On the government's part, the insengtivity with which it handled the A.Level candidates in the
North-Eadt, isyet another instance of how it isthe begt friend of its svorn enemy.



4.3 Detainees in the North

Around 2000 persons have been arrested and detained in LTTE camps. Their ages range from 20
to 70. Many of those detained were deged to have had links with rival groups or the Indian army.
They were detained in rooms walled with a space of 6 ft x 1 1/2 ft for light and air. Their legs
were permanently chained with no locks. Detainees were chained together in the nights before
dequing time. Toilet facilities were limited, with each person alowed three minutes. Drinking
water was rationed a half atumbler atime, and sometimes only poured into the mouth.

A large number of sick persons suffering from avariety of illnesses incuding, hernia, diabetes, heart
allments etc received no medid attention. Prisoners were cdled by their numbers.

A detention center was built at Thunukkai, south of Jaffna peninsula, where most of the prisoners
were held. Following the outbregk of war, most of them were moved to Chavakadcheri. Some of
the prisoners were released recently with each requiring 4 guarantors. Generaly, the guarantors
were required to have some standng with the LTTE. Some of the guarantors were detained
recently after those guaranteed by them vanished from their areas. They were kept with other
prisoners for two weeks and then relessed. Over 1000 are till said to be in custody. While the
tortureis sid to have been intensive, not many were killed.

The Release:

During late July, the guarantors were cdled for a meeting a Tinnevely which was addressed by
Sdimof the LTTE. He made aforceful speed saying that the detainee to be released were not fit
to live in Tamil Eelam, but were fit only to live under LTTE supervison. Severa conditions were
imposed on those rdeased.  They were to Sign at Tinnevely every day. No excuse such as heary
bombing will be accepted if they fal. If they were leaiing their areas, the LTTE should be
informed 72 hours in advance. They should ot play any role in public life such as even being a
member of a durch committee.  Any fallure would result in the prompt arrest of the person
released together with al the guarantors. The guarantors faced a confiscation of 40% of their
property if the rdeased person absconded. They were told not to think that a person's scia
position would be of help and claimed even to have aprofessor under detention. Not even asevere
military Situation would enable them to escape, he said, a specia unit has been devoted entirely to
surveillance and monitoring.

The rdease eremony was held in Pandeteruppu, 9 miles from Jaffna. The main speed, made by
Puthuvai Rathinathura, in mellifluous Tamil, was opposte in tone to that of Sdim. The spedker
headed the LTTE's culture unit. He said that those being released were neither traitors criminals.
They had not worked againg the LTTE on their own volition. They must be embraced and
reintegrated into the society as brothers. When those to be released were transported to Jaffna, the
bus was gopped mid-way, and the detainees were told that under no circumgtances sould they
talk about their experiences under detention.

Mogt of the detainees released were draid to tak about ther experience Persons close to some of
the ex-detainees gathered bits and pieces over several days. Onetold afriend that he would tell him
along time hence. Some of the physical torture described consisted of the detainee being asked to
lie flat and given 40-80 strokes with a wooden padle or being tied stretched and having a rough
piece of wood forcefully dragged over the skin. The mental torture was much worse. So bad was
the experience of humiliation and injury that this detainee felt that he was urfit for civilian life and



felt like returning to prison. He doubted that many of them would live more than ayea.

It was a0 reported that severa detainees at Chavakadhcheri were taken to dig bunkersin frontline
positions. During air raids $ome of the detainees were sheltered while others were kept in the open.

4.4 The Young

We have observed that during the aurrent Situation, alarge number of young persons are joining the
LTTE under condtions of brutal dienation created by the government. Boys above 16, the group
mogt disillusoned with the struggle, are regularly taunted by girl propagandists who ask whether
their books and studies would save them from the Sri Lankan army. Ironicdly, experience suggests
that this groupwould be the most vulnerable if the amy came into Jaffna.

Many of the boys joining are dout the of 12. It is a society where the government has connived at
the degtruction and humiliation of its leadership, and the people have no ane they could trudt.
Socia workers have observed that many of the dildren, of whose persona background something
is known, have motives much to do with some shortcomingsin their personal lives, rather than with
any notion of liberation. Anguished parents have gone from camp to camp trying to trace their
children. After severa denidls, the child sometimes tells the parents that he or she is well looked
after and that they could stop coming.

The young recruits are sent into action after rudimentary training lasting about 2 weeks and are
often sent for frontline duty. It is sid that the causality figures from this group are the older cadre
leaving the scene of conflict, leaving the smaller fellowsto do sentry duty.

As result of frontline pasitions being most prone to bormbing and shelling, a number of very young
persons have been maimed with limbs lost. A large number of them want to leavebut are afraid
that their condition would mark them off as victims of summary action by the Sri Lankan forces
once they make a entry. According to medica sources, a sgnificant number of these young
persons have atempted suicide by playing around with cyanide cpsules.

The extent of desertion is not known, but following some desertions in recent times, there have
been reports of shaving of heads of new recruits. This was a pradice resorted to when the Indian
army formed the TNA through conscription - a measure strondy criticised by the LTTE. A
number of desertersare in hiding.

With education a a standstill, public meeings and displays of persons in arms function in part as
means by which young persons are dlured. Sometimes severa hundreds are gathered at a public
place for “defence training. In the ourse of threehours of physicd activity and swearing of oaths,
a strong emotional drive is built up. Sometimes a volunteer may be asked to report after severa
days. Thereisthen little room for second thoughts.



CHAPTER 5

| ETTERS AND PEFRSONAI ENCOUNTERS

5.1 Trincomalee District, 8th July:

Dear Akka (elder sster) and Thangi (younger Sster). Thisamissve from your loving brother. We
scrambled in fear because of the arocities unleashed by the armed forcesat  mid-day on Friday,
22ndJune. Siva ad his family were killed. The four in our family were dso at the same place |
aone an left living  Father, mother and sster were killed. What can we do? Do not be sad. But
they are taking away the young boys. | do not have my identy card and am very much afford. If
you can, please ak the bosswhere you are working and try to get me to Colombo soon. | am now
staying at the refugee camp at Nilaveli Church. Do let the others know. | had sent two letters
exlier.

Your loving brother.........

5.2 Colombo, 3rd week of August:

A Mudim lad from Kamuna in the East was in the dassof a Tamil lady ledurer a a Colombo
ingitute. The lad was friendly with the lady and used to approach her privately to have his
difficulties cleared. The lady foundthat the boy had ga into dfficulties over paying hisfees. The
reason she discovered was that the boy's parents had hoped to make a profit of Rs.55,000/- from
their paddy harvest and send him Rs.10,000/- for his expenses. But they had been ureble to go
their paddy land which wasin a Tamil village. The lady offered to contribute towards his fees from
her sdlary. But the boy declined. Over the period of Tamil-Mudim tension in the East, the boy
ceased to goto her. Sheran into him shortly after the massacres of Mudims a Kattankudy and
Eravur. She aked him why he had not come. The boy replied that he had many uncleaed
difficulties, but that he would face problems from his community if he caneto her. He said that he
had moved out of his room to a shop house, because the mother of his room-mate from Eravur had
come down. His room-mates father and youngest brother had been killed. On the 12th August,
someone had caled out in Sinhalese. The youngest brother had gone to the door and was $ot
down. The father ran to his youngest son before the mother could stop im. He too was killed.
The villagers said that the LTTE was responsible for the massaae.

The boy was absent from classes for a week and returned later. He said that his parents had been
able to harvest some of their paddy under army protedion and hed sent him noney to settle his
fees. The Tigers, who had harvested some of their paddy earlier had warned them not to come
again under army escort. He alded that since the amy was not going to be aound all thetime, the
warning had to be taken serioudy.

The lady dso said that there was a Mudim officer at her bank who used to come out of hisway to



attend to Tamil customers, while the Sinhalese officers treated them with indifference  This time
the Mudim officer smiled from adistance. But did not come forward.

5.3 Colombo, 4th week of August:

A Tamil lady met a Mudim boy from Samanthurai who had come to Colombo to try for avisato
go to Canada. He said that some Mudims had been killed a the Veeramurnai Mosque.  Asked
what he felt was behind the troubles, he explained: When two people are in a compound a third
person shies stones at one or both of them, and sits giggling behind a wall, while the first two
accuse and tear at each other. That is what is going on now. He further added: "Only ten
percent can understand that it isinstigated.”

5.4 Jaffna 12th August:

The bombing during these last few days has been severe. The noise is unbearable and there have
been many casudties. A bomb which fdll indde Schwartz Lane, by God's grace did not explode.
Many people in that area have just left by van for Kayts. My daughters-in-law left with them with
her infant daughter. The people are thoroughly worn down. May god protect us.....Love, amma

5.5 Jaffna, 7th August:

Vast number of youth are joining the movement, some & an outlet to their own family
circumstances and others deceived into believing that training is for sdf- defence purpase only. A
large percentage of youth are being treaed as psychiatric patients - congtant bombing and shelling
thought this new wave of violence triggers vivid memories for those having seen their loved ance
killed previoudy. What will become of this generation? The government proceeds to order new
bomber from Italy, now numberingten. Because pamphlets have been dropped warning civilians to
vecde acertain radius, loss of life has been lessthis time, though property damage has been much
greater. The LTTE clam civilian desths are too low for international propaganda ad
intervention....

Jure 25th is adate | will never forget. The bombing and shelling began a 3.00 am. and continued
most of the following day - it was brutal. The pattern seemed to Fort, Paaly, Karainagar and back
again. Each time the bombers passed over- head and in many instance, we @uld actually see the
bulets from the heli-firing in Chumakam market. | was amazel to hea that the bomber pilot's
conversation could be clealy heard through the FM 1000 antenna. What was even more disturbing
was to hear cdlous comments in Engish!  One such conversation went as follows  "Do you see
the library, go to the seand junction, the two storey white building behind the pavilion is the
target”, and seconds later we head the bomb around the Fort. Sometimes the response was
"completely out” and once the pilot exclaimed, "beautifully donel." | could herdly believe that |
was ligening to a red life Stuation and the sick fedling of being helplessto prevent someon€'s
inevitable death moments later.

Anocther conversation said, :How many bombs do you have l€ft? .....One.....Drop it anywhere you
like and return to base (Vavniya)". Then suddenly we head "I'm too high.... Don't come lower
than 5000 fed.....(later).....Were under fire.....Pull out, | said pull out”.

At 3.00 p.m. that same day some one informed us that the LTTE was holding a meeting at the



nearly school. This was the first of many meetings for gad collections, training camps, refugee
camps with an LTTE office on the premises - it dmost seamed as if the famous <hool was being
targeted. That evening we decided to build aburker.

Since d the pamyrah trees are being chopped, there will soon be an environmental crisis, not to
mention that this particular treeis the source of food and employment for many.

By early evening the news came that Jaffna was burning and the sky was filled with heavy bladk
clouds. An eeric slence loomed and the spirits were d an dl-time low. The looting of shops and
homes became rampant that night as people evaauated the aea ad poverty escdated......

The LTTE has saed dearly that this is the final fight and that they are not prepared for further
taks. Yog makes sich statements that al should worship the gun and not think of peace d this
time. Fea of the amy marching and a sense of desperation hes given the people no aternative but
to sde with "the Boys' though most have log confidence in their actions. Everyone longs for
peaceyet no one has a voice to speak in this slenced nation for fea of not living long enough to
enjoy it. | wasdisheartened to learn that the church, in most instances, fedsthey do not have apart
to play in this process....

Development projeds have d come to a haf and NGO's are dtempting to organise reief into the
peninsula under trying circumstances. The Tigers have set up an organisation cdled the ROOTE to
discussprojeds and funding of NGO's in the North. Since people are bound by silence, it will be
very useful if moreinternationa organisations are represented here than the ICRCand the MSF....

5.6 Ihe Policeman Akkaraipattu mid-August

A church worker was travelling to the East when his passenger van stopped at Wellawvaya. A man
gat in who had obvioudy recovered fromalongillness It became evident from histalk that he was
one of the Mudims padicemen who had surrendered to the LTTE at Kamunai, in June and hed
been taken into the junde along with others to killed. He showed the church worker two injuries
on his head and one on his $oulder. After being lined up and sprayed with automatics, the
exeattioners had come and looked at them, firing single shots at those who groaned or moved.
The policeman said that he had resolved to ad dead urtil everything was clea. He then struggled
aong to the lonely hut of a Tamil chena adltivator. This man had cared for him and helped his

ESCcape.

The policeman who was returning to his native village of Akkaraipatu, sad tha he harboured no
ill-fedings against Tamils. It was the LTTE who had done this him.  On the other hand he was
helped by a Tamil peasant. He recled that the Bible had much in common with the Quoran. He
made the church worker promise that he would send him a copy of the Bible, which he hoped to
read during his convalescence.



CHAPTER 6

REDISCOVERING THE TAMIL STRUGGLE

Courtlessyoung people took up armsin the North and East to fight for better rightsand ajust ded
for the Tamilsin Sri Lanka. Different moments gprouted up and grew, al of whom had the same
visons and made the same sacrifices.  These movements were mobilized along lines of region,
caste, persond friendship and loyalty which added fud to dready existing friction. Thus
somewhere dong the line, these frictions gained a dynamism of their own that turned the whole
nationaist struggle into a black farce The culmination of this regressve trend was the recent
grotesque dliance between the LTTE and the government. The nationdist struggle in the process
of challenging the State has taken a srong authoritarian turn and has subjugated al opposition and
criticism. This has manifested in control of al forms of public and semi-pubic expresson, the
infamous internedne warfare axd the dimination of "traitors’.

The EPRLE-ENDLFTELO dliance ariving under Indian subservience turned their wrath upon
the people. The LTTE through connivance and terror ruled by suppressng all independent thought
and activity. In September 89 the EPRLE imposed a complete ban on Jaffna based dailies. In
February 1990 the ban was lifted and the newspapers were alowed to run, on the orders of the
LTTE.

In some of LTTE events and functions is a must and any item out and the daily in question pulled
up. Independent trade union adivity is aso banned and a artain trade union was asked to sever its
ties with its southern headquarters. In the absence of freedom of expresson on the home front,
protest has grung up amidst the expatricte cmnunity, espedally among the recently emigrated
asylum seekers. 33 smdl journds are published in Tamil from Western caoitas, many of whom
have voiced their protest a the wanton killing of civilians and the ati people adivities of the
LTTE. One such journd cdled "Mother land" based in Toronto was subject to a banning order
and the elitor threaened with degth.

The consequences of disent and resistance ae fad. Widespread fea isthe order of theday. The
sate of terror as obtains in our society has deep-rooted causes. Jaffna society, fragmented and
atomised, has not found a cohesive @pacity to look beyond the limitations of its present structura
congtruct. It has snce historica times acogpted and nutured trends and tendencies which have
tended to preserve a whesve mid-level hierarchica structure. Jaffna society offers its uncritical
patronage to the strongest and probably the leadt threatening to middle classideology, thus giving
up al right to initiate and criticise. Almost compedlled to acapt the LTTE as their saviours, they
washed the hands off so many others who struck out on the same path of liberation. Today 5000
young people and their families have ended up in Orissa - a land perhaps more dien to the Jaffna
person than London or Paris. While May Day tamashas with floats depicting military victory
paraded the streds of Jaffna no one seamed to worry about the detainees and the dispossessed-
chained, killed o in hiding. PTA detainees and the streets of Jaffnano one seemed to worry about
the detainees released from Welikade prison are known to have disappeaed.

Women in arms in control of their future may gladden the minds of feminists, but once again thisis
aparadoxicd paostion. The women's wing of the LTTE military section has evinced afew signs of



consciousnesson women's pasition in society today. Their pamphlets appea to verify this. But the
LTTE being a conservative and monolithic organisation, the women's wing will not be dle to
move a ertain limited terrain. Their practices are attirely subsumed by the overdl ideology of the
LTTE. At lea, in one ingtance, their methods of torture had in o way deviated from normal
LTTE practice.

In this enveloping state of fea and apprehension of what comes next, the task of any solidarity
forum will be to consstently support and encourage people's participation. Any independent adion
that might come out a present, be it a women's organisation or newspaper activity or
environmental, neads the whole heated solidarity of al interested parties. For only throuch
mobilisation of people's gructures can the democratic processhe strengthen and society as awhole
achieve aprogressve dynamism.



CHAPTER 7

REPORTS : GENERAL

7.1 Kandavallai : 21st August

The normd route from Vavuniya to Jaffna was blocked, and the Pooneryn ferry was bombed. The
route through Kandavaa acrossthe bed of the lagoon - passable by light vehicles and persons on
foot during summer - became the highroad to Jaffna. On this day one militant who was carrying a
gun was aso going along with others who crossed that open lagoon bed. One hélicopter which
was hovering above spotted the boy and gave achase. Thetravellersran here and there for shelter.
Two priests were a0 there. 6 people dived for cover into abush. The militant boy dso ran into
the same bush. The hdicopter sprayed the bush and killed al of them. They landed the helicopter
and took off after aman hed stripped the boy's weapon.

The callousnessof the government and the amy has prevented the people from carrying out their
norma lives. Theladk of humanity by helicopter gurnersis only too comnonplace

10th August : Chettikulam

25 civilians were dismembered by the amy in Chettikulam. They were hacked to deah with their
hands and legs svered. Among those killed 3 were rdatives of Sister Sagunthala, who belongs to
the Sisters of Charity in Kollupitiya. The information came from Roman Catholic authorities in the
Mannar digtrict.

7.2 11th August

A refugeea Madhu said that on the 11th the amy rounded up 17 men in Vavuniya. Only he had
escaped death. The rest, he said, had been shot and killed. 1t was believed that thisincident and the
last one were reprisals for the blasting of a bridge, in which some soldiers were killed.

7.3 Thiruketheeswaram, 2nd August (From the Veerakesari)

According to the government sources, 5 sentry point which were in the neighbourhood of
Thiruketheesweram railway station, Manrar, were destroyed by the security forces from Thallady
camp.

Following this, the seaurity forces, who came in several armoured vehicles surrounded the
Thiruketheesweram temple and fired at random.

They st fire to the "inn' catering for sojourners and the temple trusteg's houses. They dso burnt
the tractor and the lorry which brought refugees to the temple. They, then opened al the stores
and looted everything. They aso forced open the rest-houses and searched till noon.



The following day severd hundreds of them came ayain in 3 lorries and were shooting a randomin
the temple premises. They took away the generator and miscdlaneous property beongng to the
temple. During the whole operation they did not evince any interest in terrorists.

In the whole operation they neither looked for the militants nor caught any of them.

7.4 A Refugee Family's Ordeal

The letter given below was written bya person from Pankulam, Trincomalee whose family left that
place due to army atrocities and are now at the Kummudi/Poond refugee @mp in South India. It
appeared on the 27th Veerakesari. He and his family had undergone lots of hardship since they left
Pankulam.

"After what has happened on 15.6.90, my family with other refugees, waked for

about 30 miles and reached Thiryai. Throughout that part of the journey we could

not have ether drinking water or food to est. We stayed there for 15 days. From

there we went to Mullaithivu by boat. Through Puthukudiruppu we arived at

Muthaian Kaddu.We stayed in the refugee camp for 3 days. But there dso the

food stuation was quite bad and | had only Rs.25 at that time.

With intention of getting some money | cyded for about 70 milesto Jaffnawith my

siger's only jewels,a pair of bangesand aring. There | Plead with a person whom

| knew. From Rs.5,000, | came down Rs.50. He muld rot give evena cet. So |

returned back to Muthaian Kaddu after 15 days. | redized that if we do not get

away from tha place we will have to die of garvation. So we procesded with the

intention of going to Inda.

On &h August we walked 10 miles. On the way afew elderly as well as little ones
died of gtarvation. One night we had to deep in the junde. By God's gracewe
became aaquainted with a one footed carter who was generous enough to take us
to Vidatha Theevu which was a 7 miles journey. There apat of drinking water
was Sold a Rs.2.50. We picked uyp some firewood from the aematorium and
made rice parridge.

On 11th August we @ame to Thalaimannar from where we left for Inda giving
Rs.650 each.”

7.5 TIhe Rural North

The people living in the middle part of the North-East are relatively poor, when compared to the
others. Framing and fishing are their main livelihood. This appliesto most people from Manrer to
Mulaithivu, and from Pdllai to Mahavachi. These people were the most affeded by the wars that
took place in the North-East. In addition to army atrocities, farming and fishing were disrupted.
Thisforced many people to evacuate their place and seek refugee camp or go acrossto Inda

According to government sources, the food that was snt to these people was a smdl fradion of
what was needed there. There were severd cases of people who died of starvation without proper
medicd care or who committed suicide. One such incident was & Pda where 12 in a family



committed suicide, anong whom 7 were boys and the father was an invaid. This was reported in
Perliament on the 27th August by a Tamil M.P. M. Letchumi of Kilinochchi was among those who
committed suicide due to arvation. Acoording to Veerakesari of 8th August, during June, July, in
the Kilinochchi area done 50 ded. More than 150 were injured. On the 24th July the government
imposed a 72 hrs curfew in Kilinochchi with the intention of putting up an army camp. Kilinochchi
was sibject to heavy air attadks. Many got stranded in Paranthan. Few persons went missing.
Heavy damage was caused to property and agriculture due to bombing. Many animds died to air
attadks. Nearly 200-3-- animals were found deal in Kilinochchi.

7.6 Operation Fort

An indefinite curfew was impased in the Jaffna district, since the 24th (Wednesday) morning with
ledlets air dropped in Jaffna warning people to stay indoors.  Since morning air force fighters and
bombers have gaffed LTTE postion in the peninsula while the navy was firing shells from
Karaingar. 2000 troops from two battalions were brought to Kayts by ar and sea Kayts is one of
the Idand off the peninsula, 10 miles from the Jeffna Fort, where 50,000 civilians are living. Within
3 days the amy moved into Mandathevu (another 1dand) and Allaipitty. It was reported abroad
by the Tigersthat there were heavy civilian casudlties at Mandaithevu. At the time of writing the
operation to relieve Jaffna Fort is gill going on.

The incidents given bdow are taken from the "Veeaakesari’, which were anfirmed by other
ouUrces

7.7 Refuge in the jungle, 16th August:

Revenge killings of the Mudims and Tamils are till going on, even at the time we write this. Most
of the Tamil residencesin Chenkalady, Eravur and Thannnamunai were burnt to ashes. Many took
refuge in a Catholic church at Chenkallady. A Sexton of this Catholic church was hacked to death
while several others were assaulted. The refugees found that even the churches were not secure
places. They fled to the jungles out of fear. Former M.P. Devanayagam's brother Arasakone, who
was alawyer and a Sinngpoddyar were dso among \ictims who were haded to deéh.

Another Engnee Karunakaran and his brother from Eravur were missng. The rest of his family
reached Batticaloa. This was reported by the Catholic priest of Chenkallady. He aso said thet
15000 persons had taken to the jungle out of fear.

With the urrest and atrocities in Chenkallady and Eravur the number a the Eagtern university at
Vantharamoola, which operates as arefugee canp was doubled.

According to the ~Veerakesari' of the 25th, there were about 25 children, who had severe
diarrhoea, a the Vantharamoolai refugee amp. In another refugee camp a Batticdoa (Holy
Cedlia College) 5 had darrhoea. The Red Crosshad been helping such people to obtain treatment.
It was aso reported that the number of doctors in Batticdoa was inadequate to gragpple with the
huge medicd problem.



7.8 Valaichenai - 23rd August

7 buses left for Colombo from Batticaloa on the 23rd of August, with an army escort. The amy
escorted them up to Vaaichenai and the home guards took over at that chedk point. The home
guards detained 25 of the passengersincluding 3ladies. Ontheway 7 otherswere dso detained by
the amy when the buses gopped at the deck pants.

This was brought up in perliament and the defence minister agreed to take action. Later, it was
reported than 4 of them including al 3 ladies were handed over to the Batticdoa army camp, and
50 othersto the Batticdoa prison. The remaining 22 of them were not yet released. This piece of
detailed information was given bythe security forces.

On the 25th Augudt it was reported that a vehice with 25 passengers was going from Eravur to
Polonnaruwa. Near Vantharamoola, it wasfired ypon by afew who tried to sop the bus. The bus
5 atherswereinjured in that incident.

7.9 Students missing in Araipoddai, Kandy

M. Raviharan, V. Raendran, Pushpamanoharan, V. Ratndingam and V. Sothiyavan from
Chavakadcheri were 5 sudents, who were following the Eledronics Engineeing course & the
Araipoddai Technicd College, Kandy.

They were staying together in Kandy. On the 8th of July, 4 men in Hadk uniforms went in night
and put them in their jegps and drove avay. They did ot give e to the land lady's good
recommendations about those sudents. They only said that they were teking them just for an

inquiry.

When the news got around the parents went and inquired at the pdice ation as well the amy
canp a Araipoddai. They denied that they ever apprehended such persons. The anguished
mothers came to Colombo and lamented to the C.W.C. officids to help them to find their
childrens wheregbouts.

CHAPTER 8

JAFFNA REPORT : LATE AUGUST 1990

By July end attack had taken on a more indiscriminate and menacing character. Market places,
churches and refugee canp became targets. A vidtor who spent a number of days near
Chunrekam said that gunships never passed that way without firing into the market. Aerid
bombing went on quite often for 24 hours a day in dfferent parts of the region. The Itdian built
Sia Machetti's had been joined by Chinese built Y 12's making the number in service in the Jaffna
region around 10. The shellsfired by the Y 12 are said to be much more powerful. A vistor who
witnessed a good ded of bombing said, "l saw no evidence of anything other than military
ingtallations of some kind keing targeted. But the bombs could hit anything within helf a mile of the



target.” People have got acastomed to life in the trenches. The same vistor sad.  "People
normally will not leave their houses. They shelter in trenches urtil their house is hit. When thereis
nothing left to be savaged, they go anywhere & refugees.”

The bombing intensified following an atempt by the LTTE to storm Jaffna Fort on 4th August.
The buldozer broke down the outer door and the LTTE got in under cover of darkness A
helicopter which was summed lit up the areawith flares, reveding the intruders to the defenders
ingde. 30 or s0 LTTE memberswere mowed down, according to reports.

Jaffna town and its environs have suffered much defacement from bombing. Nearly every church,
school and convent in the aea has faced various degrees of destruction. Even as far as the Roman
Catholic parish of Passaiyoor, 3 miles from the Fort along the coast, people had been evaauated to
refugee canps. The Roman Catholic headquarters was bombed resulting in extensive damage.
More than ten refugees sdtering in religious ingtitutions were killed in the bombing  Severd trees
had been uprooted and pockmarks from shrapnd are visble everywhere. The room where Rt.
Reverend Deogupillai, the octogenarian Bishop d Jaffna resided was proteded from damage by
thetreesin front. Many of the dergymens quarters were destroyed.

Lealing LTTE persons have one way or the other let it be known that civilian casualties are good
for international propaganda purposes, and to enhance recruitment. The government's visble
cdlousness and reports of massecres in the East have been used to mohilise youth into up arms as
the only aternative to being lined up and massacred ance government troops breek in.

Some see multiple purposes being served when the LTTE move in and ocaupy houses in an area
hitherto spared from aeria attadks. With educaion at a standtill some prominent schools are used
for “defence' training. Whether or not information is legked, the attraction of the airforce is on
turned on that area. The dvilian popuation is first afraid. After an attadk, fear turnsto hystericad
anger. With the government showing a vindctive face and in the gsence of any politica force that
could be trusted, the LTTE offers itself as their only, but dubious, saviours to mobilize al that
anger into destructive energy.

A case in the point is the set of coincidences surroundng the bombing of 7th August, dameging
Manipay hospitd and destroying shophouses a few over many of the functions of the now
abandoned Jaffna hospital.  Towards the ed July there was a significant increase of the LTTE
presence in the area. There was then an atempt to big bunlers around the hospital. This was
abandoned after the doctors protested strenuowdy that such proceedings would invite the
unwelcome dtention of the arforce. Just after the failed attempt to sorm the Fort on 4th August,
a massve meding was organised in Manpay to commemorate the LTTE members who died.
This was followed by the bombing.

In the meantime eit permits for those waiting to leave had been imposed. The evident purpose
was to harass those who wished to go without joining the good fight. Queues formed nrear
Muthirasanthai as early as 3.00 am. and extended more than a hurdred yards. When a helicopter
went overhea, the people would disperse to take @ver and lose their places in the queue upon re-
emerging.  Some would leave & 4.00 pm. without getting anything done. The procedure culd
take anything from 3 to 10 days and severd appeds. Initidly at least, atitudes were hogtile. A
women who wanted to join her husband was told after rejection that the husband could come to
Jaffna and see her. Even grlswho had sucoeeded in getting exit permits were harassed and abused
by members of the SLAF &fter they had boarded vehicles. Sometimes attitudes ftened. A girl
who was going abroad for university education was told after appeding, "You must us'. A van-



load passengers was told at the last check point, that all this elaborate procedure was necessitated
by spies. Later atotd travel ban wasimposed on all men women between 15 and 30.

Those leaving for the South now have to pay the extortionate fare of Rs. 1,000/- per head to the
van operators to carry themto Vavuniya. Before the war, this journey cost Rs.35/-. Following the
outbreak of war, stocks of food and fuel were taken over, and began appearing at inflated prices.
There were no social measuresto protect the poorer sections. The campaign for each household to
contribute two sovereigns of gold or its equivalent and a son or daughter was aggressively pursued.
Those without the resources were taken to dig bunkers in frontline which were susceptible to shell
attacks. Like in the South, it was a system where the sons of the poor were the most put upon to
give therr livesfor an obscure cause.

A stuation Report sent by Fr. M. E. Pius of the Jaffna Diocesan Human Development Center
contains the following:

" Any vehicle on the move be they be carrying the injured, sick, dying, aged, medical aid, essential
provisons, emergency assstance, or passengers are shot at by the bombers and helis. Boats
plying between the Idand taking provisions or refugee are targets for the bombers. The
authorities do not understand that vehicles/boats are needed to serve the people to attend to
various needs....The flow of essential items (food stuffs) should be in the region of 5000 M. Tons
of rice, 3000 M. Tons of flour, 2000 M. Tons of sugar or 40 lorry loads daily for Jaffna alone.
Only 5% of the people in Jaffna are served by the supply at the moment. People are already
garving. Infants are dying due to want of milk powder. Medicineisin short supply and medical
aid isvery minimum. Most of the base hospitalsin Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu have been
bombed and do not function....The sSituation of the refugee camps is very pathetic. The refugee
camps and their surroundings have been bombed very often killing few people. Many are dying of
hunger and disease. The overcrowded refugee camps report of infectious diseases particularly
diarrhoea and skin ailments. Sanitary and toilet facilities are woefully inadequate.  The
fortnightly government ration of food had been given only twice during the last two and that too
had not reached all the refugee camps. The NGOs are sretched to the maximum in providing
relief. No water could be supplied to the refugee camps since the bowsers are being bombed. ...
There are now over 327,000 persons in 396 refugee camps in the Jaffna digrict. People are also
pouring into Jaffna from the digtricts of Trinco, Batticaloa. Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu districts
which have their own quota of refugees of about 30,000 families. Due to the lack of normal
facilities the whole of the Jaffna population could be considered refugees, 87,000 refugees have
reached India. .... Now that curfew has been declared since the 22nd of August in the digtricts of
Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu, people on the move towards safer areas because of the
bombings can be easy preys to the attacking helicopter gunships and bombers. The curfew
imposed by the dropping of the leaflets from planes can be supervised only from the bombers and
helicopters. The declaration of curfewisan open licenceto kill civilians at will from the aircraft.
The main mode of transport next to legging isthe bicyce. People travel 60 to 90 milesto bring
or sdl procure food to the starved population in the Jaffna peninsula. Thousands of bicycles are
on the move in and out of the Peninsula day and night through the available entry and exit points.
Each bicycle reports back with a bag (sack) or provisons. Even these cydists have been attacked
by helicopter gunships and hundred have been killed. Thewill to survive urges themon even after
such misadventures.”

The following extracts are taken from a letter to the Sri Lankan Bishops, signed by Pax Chirdti
activigs, Father R. E. Jayasedan, and Dudley Attanayake.

"The Deputy Defence Minister Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne, informed the Tamil people that the safe areas



would be one kilometre (or 3 kilometers) away from the existing army camp; then as the bombers
found targets outside these specified areas, he enlarged it to areas outside the Jaffna Peninsula, and
even W to Vavuniya ...Due to the arfew, a ship that brought urgently needed provisions to Point
Pedro has left port after unloading only two lorry-loads of foodstuffs. Who will multiply these five
loaves and two fishes among these five thousands? Jesus apostles watch, and ings that he send
away the crowed. The militants, on the other hand, have increased the people's hardships by
shooting from residential areas and places of refuge, demanding money or gold, controlling the
outlets to the peninsula and placing atariff on certain essential goods. .....No war can ever bewon,,
though one party or the other can claim temporary victories. It is the people of both sides who will
be the red losers. the poor of the North and of the South who will pay for the @sts of these wars
and wegponsin the @ming decades. ..... The Sri Lankan Chrigtian hes atremendous responsibility.
He has to affirm the Borrowed Dignity of Every Human Being (Borrowed from the Cross and
Blood of Chrigt). May we dfirm this though our lives and open witness(not just through printed
platitudes) so that the new Redeamed humanity may tries from the ashes of this War. ... In
conclusion, we beg you to be in solidarity with the suffering people in the North and in the South,
to encourage genune didlogue, to seach for the truth that liberates, and to conscientize yoursdlf,
the dergy andthe people of your flock."



CHAPTER 9

THE EAST : LOOKING BACK

9.1 Eastern Province, Southern Sector : The Events of June

In our report No.4, we gave some indication of what had happened in this area. But precise
information was unavailable. The following description of event was compiled for this report by a
group of universty students fromthat area

We have dready described the fighting at Kdmunai police Station, the death in an ambush of 11
soldiers and the killing by the LTTE of severd policemen who had surrendered. What followed has
remained largely unknown as the result of an officia news black out. These massacres of Tamils,
coupled with the highly visble use of Mudims by the security forces laid the ground for succeeding
tragedies.

On 11th June there was a detachment of soldiers at the Kalmunai guest House which too came
under attack by the LTTE. Eight soldiers escaped by sea while an unknown number were Killed.
Kamunai town, which was mostly inhabited by Tamil, was then shelled by the army from
Kondavedduvan, 18 milesaway. Of the 28 who were killed, nearly al were Tamils. On 21t June,
the army advanced from Amparai into Weeramunai. 150 males were rounded up, tied, piled in
groups surrounded by wooden blocks on four sides, and were then set on fire.

On the 20th, the Karaitivu refugee camp which was set up in a school and was flying a white flag,
was bombed from a helicopter, killing 3 and injuring 3. The army arrived in Karaitivu on the 21t
noon and rounded up al maes. 26 of them were shoved into a room and a grenade was thrown,
followed by automatic firing. There of them escaped miraculoudly. At about 3 p. m. 25 were burnt
ar Karaitivu junction.

A large number of maes were brought into Kalmunai on the same day. Over 250 were tied, shot
and burnt. Of those who escaped, one fell into the police station toilet pit, one with burnsfell into a
well and died and another was admitted to the Nintavur hospital. 3000 were detained in the
Kamunai Kachcheri, three ladies amongst whom were rgped. 100 of them were later taken to
Amparai dong with the forces who went to attack the LTTE camp in Kanjikuddichcharu. Thereis
no definite information on what happened to them. It is believed that they were used in some way
as a human shield. 75 of the detainees at the Kalmunai Kachcheri were murdered during the night.
The rest were released. Many shops in Kalmunai were burnt with dead bodies insde them. Some
of these shops are Photo Rio, Ve Stores, Uma Traders Cecelia Recording Bar and Saraswathy
Hotd. Skulls were aso found in front of Wedey College. During the round up at Karativu,
Musdim militants operating with the army had reportedly pointed out particularly those males who
in time would become community leaders school teachers, university students and even
professiondls.

There was another round up at Karaitivu on the 27th. 75 were taken to Nainakadu and were burnt.



80 were taken from Pandiruppu and what happened to them is not known. There were to more
round ups of Nedawanai, Maruthamunai and Pandiruppu. 34 were missing after the first and 40
after the second. During the following days. a white coloured van used to take avay persons
released by the amy from Kamuna and Karaitivu. A female teacher who went from the Kalmunai
refugee @mp to ask for food from the GS (HEADMEN) was raped by the amy. In due murse 27
headlessbodies were washed ashore on Kalmunai beach.

Fgures of missng persons compiled by locd citizens groups good at about 4000 for Batticaoa,
200 for Karaitivu, 5000 for the Kalmunai AGA's divison and above 1200 for Amparai. Official
sources put the number of Mudims killed at 7000.

August end, 1990.

9.2 Tamil - Muslim Troubles in the East, 1979 - 87

The following brief outline of Tamil-Mudim troubles in the East was again complied by a group of
universty students from the area  There was suspicion and bouts of tenson as would not be
unusual between two communities living side by sde. From the escalation that can be discerned in
this accourt, it could be seen tha ealier troubles were in the nature of minor clashes between
rowdy eements on both sdes  These differences assumed sinister propartions when the sate set
out to exploit these differences.

In 1979, Jalaldeen, a Mudim tailor in Akkaraipattu, cut the plait of a Tamil girl a the main bus
gand. Inthe dashesthat followed, some Mudims cut off the exr of a Tamil and the Tamilsin turn
cut the eas of 6 o 7 Mudims. Then things camed down. In 1981 again rioting kroke out after
some Mudim boys bathing in the river splashed water on some Tamil girls who passed by on the
bridge. Thistoo camed down quickly.

On 13th April 1985, members of the PLOTE in Karaitivu, took car of a Mudim a gun paint and
aso robbed some bags of rice from Mudims. Mudims from Kamunai and Mdigakkadu came
aong with the Specid Task Force (STF), burnt over 5000 Tamil houses in Karaitivu and killed
about 40 Tamils. Hindu temples were dso desearated.

At 10.00 p m. on 15th April 1985, a ay went out over the hailer a the Katankudy Mosque,
saying that the Tamils are cming to attadk, and cdled yoon Mudimsto come to the Mosgue with
gticks and knives. Because of the tendgon in Kamurnai, Tamil boys armed with petrol bombs,
knives, swords and a few shotguns, had been guarding the Manjanthoduwa (Navatkudah) -
Kattankudy border. Manjanthoduwa was inhabited by a Dhoby (washermen) community. They
sighted an armoured car with rotating lights, leading a group of smilarly armed Mudims.
Suddenly, the house of a dhoby caught fire. No one quite knew how. The Tamilsran avay. The
Mudims proceeaded to burn houses in Manjanthoduwa while the police armoured car circled the
area. The Tamils returned in the morning and set fire to some Mudim houses in Manjathoduwa.
Later on 9 Tamils who went into the aeato retrieve belongings were hacked to desth by Mudims.
5 Mudims who travelled to Kattankudy from Batticaoa, unaware of the disturbances, were killed
by Tamils.

Following the LTTE's war with the IPKF, in December 1987, Mudim and Tamil LT TE cadre from



the locdity demanded large sums of money, amourting to several lakhs of rupees each, from
Mudim businessnen in Kattankudy. Two Mudim supporters of the LTTE were shot deal
alegedly by members of the Jhad. The LTTE took away 15 jihad suspectsin avan and demanded
that the remaining Jhad members $ould surrender. Again suspected Jhad members $ot dead 6
Tamil |abourers employed in Kattankudy, one of whom was an LTTE supporter.  The Jihad
consisted of Muslim homeguards trained and armed by the state duringthe last 3 yeasasa @munter
to the Tamil insurgency.

As a reprisal, the following day the LTTE stopped a passenger coadch from the Hijira mompany at
Navatkudah, carrying passengers from Colombo to Kamunai and Kattankudy. 30 of the Mudim
passengers were killed. The 15 suspects who were taken in earlier were dso killed. Earlier during
September, some LTTE cadre were dso behind the burning of Mudim shops in Kamurai. 1t can
be seen that the LTTE as ealy as 1987 haed adopted Sri Lankan army traditions in its dedings with
Mudims. The totditarian demands of its ideology led to poor quality of leadership in the East.
Able locd leaders such as Kadavul and Francis were driven to isolation while those anenable to
Jaffna control were brougt into prominence  The ladk of democrecy in the LTTE and its
insengitivity to Eastern problems and to the vulnerability of Tamils there, laid the foundetion for a
major disaster.

9.3 Ihe East - What the Peaple feel

For the Tamil and Mudim people of the Eagt, it is atime of mgor regppraisal. They have been
victims of intrigue. The people were the victims of every move by the powers around. Following
the IPKF ingpired conscription campaign which was widely resented, for those not subject to Tiger
suspicion and victimisation, the Tigers for atime gpeaed to offer them dignity. Tamil passengers
could go past police barriers in the South, smply casting the logs aside while the pdlice looked on.
Such people found it an exhilarating experience in contrast to the memories of 1983. Tamils
appeared to be srong for once atragicdly short-lived illusion.

But when one looks closdy, irresponsible and cynical as it was on Indias part, views on the
conscription for the TNA in the East are more complex. Some Tamil villages in the East, which
felt most threatened by adjoining Sinhdlese and Mudim villages, sent their young voluntarily to the
TNA. In some ways the TNA was the direct result of the government’'s failure in its pledge to
devolve power to the provincid council for the North- East, and most importantly its falure to
gppoint the promised palice commisson for the North-East. The SLMC leader has blamed the
present tragedy on the security vaaum creaed as a result, out of deferenceto the LTTE. The
LTTE with its power base in Jaffna faled to appreciate how the Tamils of the East had been
cornered by events into dependng on Inda. It smply branded as traitors al those who had
dedlings with the Indian state, something that it had itself done very prominently not long ago. In
conniving with the Sri Lankan government to dismantle the prospects of a hedthy provincia
council for the North-East in control of its own security, the LTTE had removed the very basis for
minimising dependence on Inda. To many in the Eadt, the LTTE theoretician Balasingam's pledge
made in Jaffna on 18th May, that in the event of the government failing to do justice to them, they
would "not hesitate to take up to arms to protect our people and to carry on our ams, would seem
ablack farce. The LTTE simply took on the pdice and army sometimes killing them, and then
withdrew from population centers, leaving the people & the memory of advancing forces in a
vindictive mood.



A very eminent scholar with close connedions in the East hed thisto say: "I talked to some of my
highly placed friends. They said that every gain made during the IPKF presence hasbeenlost. The
Tamils had been relatively secure and the wastd path from Jaffna to Trincomalee and Batticdoa
was clear. | do not know how we ae gaing to recover fromthis. People mntinueto disappear. A
good ded of Tamil property in Trincomaleehas been taken over. All Tamilsin the resdentid area
of Orr's Hill have been driven out. People ae e/en afraid to complain about missng persons. The
provincial governor is sympathetic, but he is helpless

"People in Jaffna fail to appredate what the IPKF meant to the people of the East. True, had a
nasty experience. But a price has to be paid for taking on an army. But in the East, many Tamils
and even Mudims, have agood word to say for the IPKF. Do you redlise what it was like for the
people of Trincomaee during the dark days of 1983? The Sri Lanka forces, particularly the navy,
went on arampage. People were owering in their houses. Suddenly, the house caight fire when
burning oil soaked rags were thrown in. When they tried to escape being burnt to deah, they were
shot as curfew breakers.

"You people in Jaffna cannot understand the gravity of the problems confronting the Easterners.
When there is trouble, you find it relatively easy to find places to stay in Colombo or even to go
abroad. Mow many from the East have fadlities to stay in Colombo?

"The government has gone badk on every pledge made to the Tamils and has dishonoured every
which will take every opportunity to ensure that the Tamils get nothing The LTTE played into
their hands. Take the EPRLF led provincial administration. They were dected, though in a
process which was as unsatisfactory as the presidential and parliamentary dections. They were,
with there serious faults, willing to surrender their arms work within the framework of Sri Lanka
But the government failed to honour its pledges. The Chief Minister is blamed by the government
for dedaring a stae of Edam. But he did this only when the flood waters were & the gates, when
the LTTE backed by the government was creaing a stuation where he had to flee Ingead of
sympathising with im, the very government which let him down scorned him and poled fun & his
discomfiture. That evinced a deplorable human quality very distant from statesmanship. What was
one to expect in a ded between the LTTE and such agovernment? With dl their somersaults and
their hypocrisy, the LTTE can but saying that the government had betrayed them and the Tamils.
The government in turn would oblige by proving them right.”

A Mudim government official from the East, expressed a feding shared by many Tamils. He felt
that the LTTE was not serious about rasing their eastern reaits to leadership positions, where
Jaffna influence was dominant.  There was a tendency, he said, to use locd Mudim and Tamil
reauits as frontline material.

An eatern citizens committee figure, not unsympathetic to the Tigers, became reflective & the
disasrous was progressed. He sad, "I wonder, whether at thisrate, the Tamils have afuturein the
Eagt." While saying that the Tigers had made sacrifices, he known to him, who had been bypassed
or had been victimised with what he felt were undeserved dlegations. He voiced strong fedings
over the other Tamil groups and the SLMC, whom he thought were trying to use the Sri Lankan
army to re-establish their influence. He alded, "If the Tigers were not serious about the East, they
should have left usdone.”



APPENDIX |

LET USE ELIMINATE ALL QUARRELS IN THE NAME OF RELIGION

Jaff na Diocesan Commisson for
Ecumenism and Didogue,

Church of Our Lady of Refuge,
2nd Cross Stred, Jaffna
8th August, 1990.

We representatives from the above religious organisation together with our people express how
shocked and grieved we were to hear the brutal and inhuman killings of our Mudim brothers and
sigters on the 4th august at Kattankudi. The nature of killings in defiance of the basic human vaue
of love, compasson and mercy redly depressus.

Though the Tamils and Mudims have many differences for long years, the Tamils and Mudims
have been living together sde by sde & one nation. Our dedre is that this unity should be
strengthened for the benefit of both communities. But unfortunately the ntinuing high rate of
killings appeasto threaten this unity.

Mudims seach for autonomy and dignity never was viewed by the pdliticians with good intentions.

But they dways approached the Mudim question in terms of their short term interests. Hence the
problems have been exacerbated. The ill motivated use of the differences between the Tamils and
the Mudims also has escdated.

Therefore we srondy fed that the relationship between the Tamils and Mudims which is aready
weak, should not be weakened further, by the ats of any force. We aso demand that the East
ceased to be usad as a battle ground for politicd intrigues of forces for whom the people of the
Eadt are of margind interest.

All four religions that are being practiced in this courtry tead the same basic principle to love one
another. But it is very distressng to see that the recent violence that has been ueashed on the
peopleisjustified according to their religious afiliations.

We pray that the dignity of eadt religion should be preserved. Also there should be unity among
al.

Therefore we strongly condemn the reaent killings and we gped to al organisations to work hard
to bring about a better understanding ketween the Tamils and the Mudims.

Sgratures:
1 Maharga Sri S. T. Shanmuganathan Kurukkal, Temple Trustee, Maviddapuram



Kandasamy Kovil.
2. Fr. Jeyasedan, Our Lady of Refuge, Jaffna.

3. Rev. Hemry Victor, Theologicd Seminary, Chrisu Seva Asdhram,
Marathanameadam.

APPENDIX II

A SOLDIER'S POINT OF VIEW

We present below an extract from an article published in the Sunday Times of 26th August. The
author is Lieutenant Colonel Sunil Pieris who is credited with raising the commando unit in 1979.
The aithor is a graduate of Camberly Staff College in Surrey, Engdand. He made a surprise
retirement from the army in 1988, for persond reasons. The aticle evidently refleds fedings
shared by his army colleagues about the pdliticd leadership, and strikes a note of pessmism. It dso
brings out the lack of enthusiasm in the country for the war and the plight of the soldier. It can ke
usefully compared with our assessment based on an intdledua commitment that human rights are
fundamental. This intelligent, but hawkish, view does not old out a practica programme for a
pditician grappling with aworsening economic aiss. The author isaso amisson school educated
Andican Christian.

Where ae we going?

The "war' has been going on for nealy ten yeas. From the time Inspedor
Badtianpillai and his party disgppeared in 1979,the killing of thirteen soldiers in
1983, the war had gradually gathered momentum.

The frequency of attacks has increased. From the safe haven of Jaffna where the
separatist movement had popuar support, it spread its wings of terror swallowing
up district by district till findly enguifed the Northern and Eastern provinces.

The government never having mapped out a long term strategy employed the
defence services with no dearly defined objedives. The defence services on their
pat, were @ntent with pecamed, stop-gep action and this went on till plans gat
underway for Operation Liberation.

Two Brigadesminus took on Vadamarachchi on two fronts with the Speda
Forces forming the awil. A limited operation incurring heavy casudties finally left
the army with a dozen or more detachments read around Vadamaradchchi. The
military plan was to be supported closdy by the public sector madinery in
restoring life back to the aea



This never happened and the entire operation was a pditicd falure. It wasn't much
time before the ettire picture changed colour when the Indan Peace Keeping
Force(IPKF) relieved the Sri Lanka Army from its role in the North initialy, and
long after, inthe Eadt.

What then have we achieved todate in this war which had raged the last ten yeas?
Today we hold Paay and Elephant Pass Jdaffna fort Paranthan and
kilinochchi,Mankulam, Vavuniya and Keyts.

Doesnt one see @ inconsgency in the pdliticd approach? - it is compromise and
negatiations in one moon, confrontation in another- EPLRF and Provincid councils
during the summer, LTTE and the Indians during the winter.

The question that occursto my mind is, does one known where we ae going?

The present crisis evolves a new dimension to the military approach in grappling
with the problem. At no stage has the ountry lost ground as we have today. This
has brought the amy to fight and capture ground or territory.

In the past, to use military phraseology, it was seach and clea (destroy) and the
like. But now it isawar of attrition to regain lost territory, to restore government
and exercise @ntrol.

How well equipped are the defence forces and how well prepared is the nation to
fae? The defence forces in this country have never found their place in the sun
They had to be satisfied, through successve governments, with whatever was left
over after disoursement to other Ministries. Now at the brink of war and with pest
experience there perhaps is an awarenessof redity but would it not be prudent to
phase out a build-up and make along term plan whilst scoring in a battle of
containment?

A troop build-up of a hundred thousand, armoured regiments with medium tanks,
artillery with long range aea bombing capacity, air support with armoured
helicopter gunships and armoured personnel carries for the infantry are redities for
thewar of today.

The Sri Lanka defence forces have to date performed mirades compared to some
of the not so sophisticated armies around the world. With small arms, helmets and
flak jackets the soldiers have performed incredibly well to adhieve the results to
date.

For the obvious reasons good leadership o the officers, and the will to fight by the
soldiers, the defence forces have maintained the momentum of the war which kroke
out in Jure.

The question is how long can the amy maintain this momentum? How long will
the regularly reported high morde last? How many more caualties will the nation
accept? | have head officers ldiers say this war is for a dosen few and we will
never seeitsend



How true is it that casualties once recovered will want to get back to the front?
What has the nation gat to offer those limbless hurdreds, the casudlties in the
hospitals, the Heroes of peace?

Is the nation till behind the amed forces? Or is that the initid fervour in Jure is
now fading the banners and pasters that came up on the walls in the city? Is
soldiering only for the outstation lad, the lessaffluent and the school drop out? Ask
the question, how many from the Colombo schools have joined to fight in the
front?

Isnt it the right time for national conscription? -shouldn't every mother fed proud
to send her son to the front to fight for sovereignty and territoria integrity?
irrespective race, creed, afluence pdliticd influence and educaion, every mother's
son within a prescribed age group should throw hislot in with the nation.

This will not only meet a military requirement but will unite the nation dspelling
differences between politicd parties and other unwritten differencesin society.

It is futile to attempt to dissect the eonomic equation, but ecnomists would best
known it is prudent to throw everything into the war and seethe end of it or drag it
on, bleeding the cuntry gradually till we enter into an irrevocable stuation.

The credit tea sdes to Irag and the lossof employment in Kuwait will not help the
country to survive the aiss. Nor to mention the posshle assstancethat may have
been forthcoming from Irag.

There islittle doubt that the amed forces are presently locked in a stlalemate. Can
the troops in Paay bred out and link up with the Jaffna fort? It took the Indian
army seven days on five fronts with 18 battalions to reach the fort. The LTTE is
probably better entrenched, now in large numbers and equipped for a protraded
confrontation.

What is possble North of Vavuniya? The aeaup to Paranthan is dominated by the
LTTE. Two miles out of Mankulam and Mullaitivu is enemy territory. Can one
even guesgimete the time frame, with the available resources of manpower and
machinery, within which stability could be restored? Is no change in the pdliticd
requirement a @ngderation for the military appredation?

Hold a line from East to West and fight a protracted was imposing economic
sanctions and choking the LTTE by converging over a period of time. It will help
the government to effectivdy de-link the Eastern province and seek a mandate.
The armed forces will have the opportunity of buying time to reorganise, re-equip
and re-motivate the men. Above dl, it would frugtrate the LTTE, provided the
supply linesare ait off.



APPENDIX 11l

THE ICRC

Our last report (No.4) presented some views about the role of the ICRC shared by severa of our
southern friends, particularly because they were relevant to the issie of the safety of Tamil
prisoners. The main intention was to provoke thinking on the meatter rather than to give a
thoroughly researched conclusion. We enphasise that our friends are responsible persons, who are
sympathetic to the plight of Tamils and some of them have taken a stand in confronting the
Nationa Defence Fund Also, while being pastive aout the role of the ICRCin the arrent war,
they fed that the ICRC could have been more dfedive in the South. Asfor killing of prisoners by
the forces, opposition members have raised questions in parliament during the past few weeks.
Only the extent seemsto remain in question.

Anocther group of friends has expressed strong protest over the piece They have sad it was
unbalanced and have made the following pints: The ICRCis experienced at tracing prisoners not
officialy acemunted for and kecause of the mnfidentidity observed by the ICRC the state has no
difficulty in making un officia prisoners officid. Prisoners not known to exist have been tracel
while looking for others and anceidentified by the ICRC, prisoners are fairly safe. The Amnesty is
in the firg place not alowed into this country and can only publicise information without
necessxily being able to save prisoners. They said that the ICRC has saved many prisoners and
hoped the people would ot be discouraged from meking representations to the ICRC. They dso
denied that the ICRC could not be blamed for the killings which followed their arrival as they
needed time to st up a machinery. Criticisms of the ICRC they felt was damaging as many
Sinhalese dauvinists would like to get rid of the ICRC and are saying thet it ishepingthe LTTE.

On the other Sde, it is maintained that thereislittle danger that the ICRCwill be seen aspro-LTTE
and that the ICRCwas sen to be more useful to the government. This was owing to the fact that
the ICRCreported to the head of state - President Premadasa. 1t was the government they say who
derived propaganda mileage from the ICRC presence and not the LTTE or the VP. The president
was able to paint to the ICRC presence to suggest that little was amisson the human rights front,
while no substantial change had been effeded. In the meantime they say, some NGO's who were
closdly watching the government's conduct, became lessdisappointed expedations. They say that
this stuation would have been rectified, if instead of leaving the initiative with the government, the
ICRC had, throughthe press told the public what to expect and what not to expect. Unred hopes
were fed when the government was able to give the impresson that dl was going to be well
because the ICRCwas here. This was put to the ICRChy a group of university teacher who met
the ICRC. These persons far from being hogtile to the ICRC were only hoping to make it more
effedive. Some of them routinely advice students on how to make dfective use of the ICRCwhen
their fellows get into trouble. The ICRCs denia through the pressof the government's claim that
the LTTE was preventing the ICRC from taking food to Jeffna, is the kind of thing that will
enhancefaith in itsimpartiality.

In the meattime, undeserved use of the ICRCto boast the government's image, can come not just
from the government but aso from quarters committed to libera democracy. This comes in the



wake of a breskdown of civil society through terror and confusion among those who believed in
liberal values. Recently, President Premadasa was the chief guest at the annual sessions of the Bar
Asociation. The President of the Bar Association in his speech heaped dmost unqudified praise
on Premadasa - as sharing their values, having the highest regard for the judiciary, and the
asociations appreciation of his respect for human values. The same speech praised the
government for having invited the ICRC in response to a call by the Association. It was dso a
speech which was diplomatically balanced. 1t hoped for a resolution of conflicts by negotiation
rather than by violence and spoke of lawyers having been killed or threatened for appearing in
Habeas Corpus and Fundamental Rights cases.

But in the reporting of this by the state media, it was the praise of the president that was prominent,
and the latter was reduced to virtually smdl print. The casud reader would either read the praise,
become angry and form his suspicions about the ICRC, or would take it that all was well.

That is why we have argued that it is futile for essentialy powerless individuals to think that the
state can be changed through flattery and diplomeatic dealing, however well-meant. Such diplomacy
naturally leads to complacency and insengtivity.

In such a society, where even nominally independent and influentia civilian bodies have been
reduced to ineffectiveness through a dimate of terror, there is a greater need for international
organisations like the ICRC to make sure that their role is not misunderstood. End/



